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COLONIE — “The Chicken Man … here comes Jake the Chicken Man,” Carlton Tatum sings out 15
minutes before closing time at BJ’s Wholesale Club in Colonie.

As he does every night, a thin man in his 70s is steering a shopping cart carrying four large
cardboard boxes toward the back of the store.

All the store’s employees, including Tatum, expect him at the same place at the same time. Soon
they will all be asked if they’d like to take home a treat.

“Would you like a chicken tonight, Aaron?” the shopper asks another employee nearby.

Meet Warren Earnest Cornwell Jr., better known in these parts as Jake “The Chicken Man” — a one-
man charity who has made it his mission to purchase unsold rotisserie chickens and deliver them
to shelters across the Capital Region.
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When you meet Jake, his preferred name, he might stop to tell you a riddle, share a piece of trivia
or ask for your three favorite words — and then share his: epiphany, serendipitous and
synchronicity. But if you catch him at BJ’s Wholesale Club, he’s more likely to offer you a rotisserie
chicken from the dozens he buys every night.

“I didn’t actually realize how much fun it is to give until I started doing the chickens,” Jake said.
“Then you’re really giving to people who have nothing.”

Jake’s particular kind of philanthropy began by chance at a Sam’s Club circa 2018, when he saw a
shopping cart filled with hot, packaged poultry being pushed toward the exit.
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“I asked, ‘Where are you going with that?’ and he said, ‘We’re going to the dumpster.’ And I said,
‘OK, all right, call me, call me.’ ”

Dumping perfectly good chicken made Jake angry.

Thus began the nightly routine of collecting unsold chickens, first at Sam’s Club and then at BJ’s.

BJ’s deli employee Traci Gardineer says roughly 120 chickens are cooked each day. Without Jake
purchasing the surplus at the end of the night for $4.99 a bird, they’d be thrown away.

After rescuing the chicken dinners from the fate of the dumpster, Jake, 75, drives them in his 2008
Toyota minivan to either the city missions in Albany or Schenectady; Albany’s Emmanuel Baptist
Church; or Ballston Spa’s Christ Episcopal Church.

“I try to alternate,” Jake said. The specific destination for his “chicken runs” is not always planned,
but Jake is the kind of man who likes to keep things loose.

“Sometimes they’ve got 12 [chickens], then I get here an hour later and they’re all gone. I like to
call ahead of time, but occasionally I’ll come in to socialize. That’s the highlight,” he said.

A Colonie native, Jake wears many hats in the community. At All Saints Episcopal Church, he’s an
altar server, a lay eucharistic minister and a clergy member. When not picking up and delivering
chickens, he owns and runs Cornwell Appliance, an appliance repair and retail business his father
started in 1948, two years before Jake was born.
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He belonged to St. Michael’s Episcopal church in his formative years, which Jake says gave him his
first taste of giving.

“We would take gifts to people’s houses, leave them on the front step, and then ring the bell and
run,” Jake recalled.

Now, he leaves chickens.

On the recent evening, with the chickens loaded into the cardboard boxes, Jake exits the store
and pushes the loaded shopping cart toward the back of his gray minivan. Minutes later, the
Toyota is filled with the unmistakable aroma of rotisserie chicken.

The haul this evening is not as much as he’d hoped, so he swings by his former childhood home,
which is also the current Cornwell Appliance headquarters, to pick up some cold chickens.
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“This is the home of origin,” he said, pulling into a driveway that leads to an appliance graveyard
of refrigerators, ovens and washing machines.

During the colder months Jake uses his garage for poultry storage.

“Mother nature’s been holding the fort for me,” he said, picking up four more cooked birds.

Twenty minutes later, he’s en route to the City Mission in Schenectady with 25 chickens in the
back.

“Hey, Siri,” he says. “Call Schenectady.” A worker, Lawrence, picks up the phone.

“I’ve got some chickens for ya, are you interested?”

The answer is yes. Minutes later, Jake is backing up the minivan to the doors of the City Mission. “I
don’t have a big load today,” he tells Lawrence.

“It’s OK, everything’s appreciated. … If you had one chicken, I’d be happy to see ya,” Lawrence
replies.

The chickens are brought out of Jake’s van and onto a trolley lined with Chiquita banana boxes.
His own boxes stay in the trunk to be reused for future runs. He says goodbye to Lawrence with a
hug and a “see you tomorrow night.”

Delivery complete.
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Following another successful chicken run, Jake heads home to his partner of 35 years, Bonnie, and
their two Irish Setters. He will do it all over again the next day.

Gladly. For the thank you’s, for the feeling of community and for the personal rewards.

“This one guy,” Jake recalls as he drives home toward Bonnie, “came out and grabbed a couple of
boxes of chickens, and as the door was closing he said, ‘thank you.’ But his voice was so sincere. It
wasn’t just ‘thank you,’ it was ‘Thank you.’ His tone of voice was powerful. I can’t even tell you that
story without feeling the same energy I had the night I received that.”

Jake said he long ago gave up the idea that he could save the world. But he has learned that
everyone can make a difference in their own little patch of the it, and for him that’s the Capital
Region.

“If at my funeral people show up at the church and want to say a few words, all they’re gonna be
able to say is ‘He gave me a chicken!’ ” says Jake. “ ‘Everybody who got a chicken from Mr. Cornwell,
please just raise your hand. We don’t have time for all of you to come on and say the same thing
over and over again.’ ”
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Angel Gomez is a University at Albany journalism student participating in the SUNY Institute for Local News
initiative.

1/5/26, 1:55 PM The philanthropic life of Colonie's 'Chicken Man' | News | dailygazette.com

https://www.dailygazette.com/news/the-philanthropic-life-of-colonies-chicken-man/article_769624a4-7920-4783-9871-61e5f8754841.html 6/6

https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=C3bwRWVvzJXEGagUjnRF1M0yU05VYmV6kcD5dK0TIxIiZzli_jpL62Muum1GIm7YOWUcjsf-hcrVlMr91lwBFe8210Wp32esetlU1kCeXKbox6M-KIvLgRYiiGGyw-vJzk05Tq28ULOZWRMvfQQXLR88KbqT4-72lhtVZDiL6NBOYEwSSXK3Yw8GoIAQqg7gInjJ-GnNCNA-WuMGcGwazpUiFsD_AhuTUzBdj5tS7SEehTCSIHgrS1Q4Qb1-m0W7IORjUkTRIoSwVrCAvnF-WCJgGwEwmc2xF7rHtZV_mrHnWhmeq_hHxHu7_p0UyVLaThrrIL8PoizJ_er6oZ-Qt4C9lHTwlyysTQ-HNhypNNZdnttsWKMsGvk6xkC4GZgzKGu6abSfFzKD7QYTzbL-mBFqbPWMA7apiQqqHwmvOa7NoAde_1quKF-EKP4fn99GeQa-d302Diuq5RzfCHnfzLnQNqKGM5exkJdEsjvKPtognFQIWcv3wByiv-eBBJaWcGGdDX6IkR_MxERTfW977UKWLU7ry67K14wFZ1XqpV70Lz5rVN1v4WapCt0cGMgJsZNxt-yKz6XNvDud-TGTtyCKtDyizMZQXB1SdfSAJ793eZiYeDGyidUKW4glbRwSmdGDukamgeh77paCKa5c_vqeto9n3aNxr_GMud50208hhNI31e-YyVz0Mwg4NK80g0xI6a74ycHo47fg9hY6VBbJ8mYklkaVSNZ63clJuD7AHFrz&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fstateandliberty.com%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dlfpast%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_id%3D158165%26cto_pld%3DXLQF_b-GAABE2Gafp1O0Cg
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=SGeSjcAW0LCN1B9rE6pbkBUvHLNvdwp4qoMonF8b1ThRZ7Vlo9jfjirkwfWx4QZcuIpNl18cBuZTFqY_8Kob2Ot_WPML4Ghv7fsrfRR4xCFy0wWoxoRzlm7Oy9yeAGkb2JvXkL3_RMrCGM1WKhg4IOqGIrI69vIXw3Ramv-5nVmUz2zNOWk7AZ_XDg61sOW2sDKfypYxRor6IVvExQTUAJA5_pkmXJdH-WMixPs8FRFkIKOr4hL_nV9tdNZYMQvOV5Vw1RDh1GNpiIPk7lFgnejZ0mGl9xvCMZEni7ljxeXDUtBZl9gC8AfLhLPbzSfdPdCehWkEYpLkdrnC4j0vsX0rLXjc-JJP2dPtS1gCeSYkdkQPbAE6aYul64K0MRsbeNpF77EuMe-pf-0OpxrFjErFRbqFYIlq5P8WMIW6MqR3NPFGl8Gxk629oqsC2BCjm7dFDqEI8yRm30x1Jct6ymZNxw5PdgAEZRI6aIQwLMHohkalX__kp0ccZRaQBx9mxpp3DkSfeFoy8XIs74eobjKaHn_RSYk6Qx5sn4No88wUODlZ2Cv4i0aTWao6Fla-PgL2_Gq1RA8XBSUOsyU0EeMA1qmm37XwlbKOPqCorFZsmRcKdxT0iVuDWKpGWeSyFijITUmmf3wuhMhCCH1YGEG1w2UlybF_RoNqAt5J3k7X3P_bWVAUoPZVhQJc-OUYVTcyw7iAz7rfZYmdGyoJVHUag2d4RzXCthtrQZV6ZDDytw2AKKvkNAyPMd2NY3rH3OB8-MSOOA7Dz2DOHf_VNTVZqxozgraG1TDFMbtX6oKhcVsf&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fstate-and-liberty-clothing-company.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fathletic-fit-shorts-mid-khaki%3Fvariant%3D39714079014993%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dlfpast%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_id%3D158165%26cto_pld%3DE2TbVb-GAABdljQ9MaZ90g
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=9RsZK2VvzJXEGagUjnRF1M0yU05VYmV6kcD5dK0TIxIiZzli_jpL62Muum1GIm7YOWUcjsf-hcrVlMr91lwBFe8210Wp32esetlU1kCeXKbox6M-KIvLgRYiiGGyw-vJzk05Tq28ULOZWRMvfQQXLR88Kbq25CmkjntElaFfur55HOcunTuzjA45_KEXVsjS16yMSvXeZZQkizngm9XT-ZnojxguwiA08sp9CIORa8MXwpvXugSjlWlx_a9nnr7WQ6jBf3x1b-VS-NeMmf2J4aA4mQYyeCG9boobHrLNzzA1Wxn6vVmic3ja4ED0UGoIxjXm4v4mXeJvw7dO3kQTzrBb3v4-7YJl2p12NWbL9ynCLX0Q0V2L0l_NjXPBFFPX-vOMKFT9zqK2eHwUC3XCmhOD-djYOUrjSivTWSgN1q5EwnYpSi7KlfY-xt_yWVsWzHE91B91_A8kT672LeG-Vwb_99NwUAR2xcyZ9euVDBjnYPB448-D9Ou4v2IcjsoKMBZ2we-SWEhWbvvhxAvhapDJNbXNEix4oVc-NWtocbUF9kUAZ1HsKJmfm0lnh2W_zXrx2NBnegGcvdM6AzQucev_Jr7EzjeaNkqYTQS6UFce8KTugf7SMyEyquepaX18vfjs_H3Io3HhRQx6yxld5NCKkb3ahHeiJ1TrCtRYYPeBtvhowwU7icIhT8LiO8Dval4Zt8zpBt2Z-sATDl1BHXNFDesjO5xs0Yhj8gLgiJHksoA1-KtyPEsWZ1OXDp41PFeUWr4sTxQBsN32LjjDb514QDW4KGGLhdb1_KR4IAD_6_a3&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fstate-and-liberty-clothing-company.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fthe-ellis-blue-tan-teal-plaid%3Fvariant%3D42827531354193%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dlfpast%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_id%3D158165%26cto_pld%3DE3_OT7-GAAAveNbEWrPUIg
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=WtloZvc6KvpsliIgbRd-BpJdQQuCMnLQqzkvsI3OVF5mUL-Dqavr5ZhH15FsAvIyKWvL4db68uF-WSf2DC48LUKxqJeWD3ECsUWc0_S9XKEm2IuO1lq-waNqSJZjZHuI7l3bbGuZhrNPpXpRw1RTPSs0QhKC-UA93wd3W2dCXuPwkIgwitXKDU8_sk_C_sVGwgvffW5h83cs6fNqz4bQvTauScZRoG-CtgOnKuIxQgVMqiyKkI-7-ONdVsj5787RIPQY74814xlAysDBF5kjea5MyH805YI207h33R6YoIYDlb5TtikBckdBG5pvRjyWFTMwp9KTJR2ZAcRxIcvv3g5vwNEFlN4_XQtVxO0r3thokQtiPHXlqY6FYsNeYYH8HN8Ym8D9DHVkfjUrJf2KHbw9Xu0sBqo4fTTWFCQE2F5SKMWbX_RRK3Fc0tC4LwCux7TOd6qD83YsyyLU7PtmZEIo6WMAmkzzNLw8h2xGpZxZ2BZK96QtRpgJmAsOR9542r9_17K7E8US52spTbzLN24aGJiDHW2PK36tYrki7QlnP2EfPTRcchxsbJjg0hljuaEC_jaOFPZuTowr_ydkqFQomU8tgo7pqNCmoWZPPXQkAclw1b6HBmfUjCTDyvXDCEhS6TLcHw83VcbeeK5faBMa8qrqUJ5Bgcbmv1zT1i2MCGh96TsYN4S_qy9R3fvjrrJ-RMVLyCbJr6Byi_KiBi6mCH9qJWhNofJWhi2WaSrikz-kBLzdyikRK4bZeN96IiFQ_LZX0D2ZuBWgm0m9mGCo5Z0biIa5NC8Rve8Eewxragtl&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fstate-and-liberty-clothing-company.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fthe-summers-pink-navy-check%3Fvariant%3D42827530371153%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dlfpast%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_id%3D158165%26cto_pld%3DM5Krl7-GAACu07x_8OVU5w
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=YGl0MZX1xbbu9cFG5Wxe25uALIV88tvpFrrVQ3l44C5gi4_XuCyf5ws_nxaiTjEixRURvL57iBb4nXstkxoRsRPchuYMk1uWOvJkVIykr2hz5uPXiqMf6FsPWKnLyTlJ7yiu_ETRX_yEb6nyOCoubXwE8g0VPba37pL0V8KjH9ys1azzK_U2I8qLte1KS-ZJsMbvpzt0ErGYBvZ2O7hRK2ZjtA9LCsgEXvnd_22SxTWEjswD3IqePvm5NlHTin2qKIWHnSBDxnhRJD7ZiqPvvpWRD1BZ3jv4kEVdY4IStvuqTtfUwtg5CE3uhenn-9FKFqE2S9VKLItdkb3ZcQ4azUCCO_B0JJDWcKJeNxjJRPETKVjdtA1ayGoOTz0c9iQc5gxdQq8DG2t4LgC-c_my2Sp6XPwLL-uU5Qx-3qcgOksKjL841FjohIgd3sH1wOU3_IMg9Si4Esba0l5aOcEoO5s77XxOeq7eCpAvSV1O_iHK8rFdblmtibuw-kG91Plcu8JrRad2Y4QeYmk9PcK_ibjxgGtQyB4D5BYvp5-mnMX9anQe6zoZnDDl91D74gpv6ckqeDHNp__kXEEgmnQ2VJSH1wiGy0a2LtJ5fBWq_wp22XMVHPA9Dw91cGvTLq0VuuXtemyEEXIQhokMXB3ahcizEz2BpKJzCrZ2qiOOB4oqcCbpZEcUqc4ZOOrjRJRIs4WRuQxYwn8P--SDh0aREPHK1B9OtPHiG494f8H_N13xOQ3ugs_me6mmt6XfQnybYA6_y5I9_jcgmDBCHydTslj_K3DrbRinSojgHz2rdYYIYnJX&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fstate-and-liberty-clothing-company.myshopify.com%2Fproducts%2Fgrey-open-button-overcoat%3Fvariant%3D12555177787473%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Dlfpast%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_id%3D158165%26cto_pld%3Dg9L5Q7-GAACH439d72pgsQ
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=HmdMG0nRy3zdk_mPryrzCubMuVIfXYjKkRGR_yxpyq_6nxVhnDxWlkUeLZ3JyWCUAveffYOaRB7Vvtja3Wtyywj6uNDYZndSSCZnwrexxe6kCycdDZfgL8y0Y2iPEjFbYkR30RP2j_O3xIehiBT8ltvpoBc

