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PHOTO CREDITS

F R O N T   C O V E R

TOP - “SQUARE OF DESPAIR”
Dean Moses

amNewYork Metro

BOTTOM LEFT - BOXING
Casey Martin

The Ithaca Voice

BOTTOM RIGHT - SKIING
Jim MacLean

The Record News

B A C K   C O V E R

TOP LEFT - FROZEN GORGES
Casey Martin

The Ithaca Voice

MIDDLE LEFT - DEMO DERBY
Casey Martin

The Ithaca Voice

BOTTOM LEFT - PARADE
Jim MacLean

The Recorder News

TOP RIGHT - HUSTLE
Dean Moses

amNewYork Metro

MIDDLE RIGHT - MASS SHOOTING
Dean Moses

amNewYork Metro

BOTTOM RIGHT - CARNIVAL
Jim MacLean

The Recorder News

STUART C. DORMAN AWARD
Editorial Excellence

The Rye Record and amNewYork Metro

JOHN J. EVANS AWARD
Advertising Excellence

The Recorder News and Newsday

WRITER OF THE YEAR
Ambrose Clancy

Shelter Island Reporter

SPORTS WRITER OF THE YEAR
Steven Kerney
The Rye Record

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
The Examiner

ROOKIE REPORTER OF THE YEAR
Sol Hauser

Livingston County News

PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
Dean Moses

amNewYork Metro

OVERALL DESIGN EXCELLENCE
Newsday

PAST PRESIDENTS’ AWARD FOR GENERAL EXCELLENCE
The Brooklyn Paper — First Place

BEST FRONT PAGE
Watertown Daily Times — First Place, Division 1

amNewYork Metro — First Place, Division 2

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE
Times Union — First Place

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXCELLENCE
The Overlook News — First Place

BEST FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
 amNewYork Metro — First Place

BEST OVERALL DIGITAL NEWS PLATFORM
The Highlands Current — First Place, Division 1

Dan’s Papers — First Place, Division 2
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THE RYE RECORD and AMNEWYORK METRO
The Rye Record earned more than 210 points in the New York Press Association’s statewide Better Newspaper Contest, with the vast  

majority of those points coming from editorial categories. Its investigative reporting and consistent coverage across community issues 
contributed to a standout performance. The paper’s breadth and depth reflect a strong commitment to relevant, impactful journalism.

amNewYork Metro earned 425 points, one of the highest totals in the contest, driven largely by excellence in editorial categories. 
Its reporting demonstrates range and authority — from breaking news to investigative work — while maintaining a clear, engaging voice. 

The publication continues to set a high standard for accessible, high-impact journalism across New York City.

Together, both publications exemplify the strength of modern local journalism, 
delivering coverage that is deeply connected to the communities they serve.

ditor ’s NoteEE

Bryce Jacobson — Executive Director

NYPA’s Better Newspaper Contest is very important to New York’s newspapers.  Special thanks to all — to the newspapers for 
sharing your best work; to the Michigan Press Association for taking the time to carefully and thoughtfully judge out entries; to 
Jill Van Dusen for coordinating the contest, supervising the judging, creating the plaques and certificates, then sorting them for 
the awards ceremonies, and for preparing the awards ceremony scripts; to Gabby O’Keefe for proofreading and contributing to 
the copy; to Rich Hotaling for the layout and design of this awards newspaper; to The Berkshire Eagle for printing and delivering 
this newspaper; to Rick Fensterer for preparing the slide shows for each of the awards ceremonies; to the board members who 
helped present the awards.  Congratulations to all!

P r i n t i n g  o f  t h i s  n e w s p a p e r  c o u r t e s y  o f

ewspaper of the Year, 2025NN
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bout  the 2025 Better Newspaper Contest…AA
150 newspapers submitted 2732 entries.

Participating newspapers competed for awards in 67 categories, and for the Stuart C. Dorman Award
for Editorial Excellence and the John J. Evans Award for Advertising Excellence.

389 awards were presented during NYPA’s Spring Convention April 23rd and 24th, 2026.
The entries were judged by members of the Michigan Press Association in January.

The winners were determined based on the following point system:

		  EACH FIRST PLACE AWARD........................................20 POINTS
		  EACH SECOND PLACE AWARD..................................10 POINTS
		  EACH THIRD PLACE AWARD......................................5 POINTS

THE TOP FIVE — GROUP OR CHAIN NEWSPAPERS
TOTAL CONTEST POINTS:

Schneps Community News Group — 945 POINTS
AMNEWYORK METRO, BAY NEWS & BROOKLYN GRAPHIC, THE BROOKLYN PAPER, DAN’S PAPERS,  

FIRE ISLAND NEWS, GAY CITY NEWS, LONG ISLAND PRESS, NEW HYDE PARK - FLORAL PARK HERALD 
COURIER, PARK SLOPE COURIER, PORT WASHINGTON NEWS, QUEENS COURIER, THE RIDGEWOOD 

TIMES AND TIMES NEWSWEEKLY, ROSLYN NEWS TIMES, TIMESLEDGER, THE VILLAGER (NYC)

The Express News Group — 260 POINTS
THE SOUTHAMPTON PRESS - EASTERN EDITION, THE SOUTHAMPTON PRESS - WESTERN EDITION,

THE EAST HAMPTON PRESS, SAG HARBOR EXPRESS

Straus News — 145 POINTS
THE CHRONICLE (GOSHEN), THE PHOTO NEWS, WARWICK ADVERTISER

The North Shore News Group — 125 POINTS
THE NORTHPORT OBSERVER, THE SMITHTOWN NEWS

Times Beacon Record Newspapers — 105 POINTS
THE TIMES OF HUNTINGTON, THE TIMES OF SMITHTOWN TOWNSHIP,

THE VILLAGE TIMES HERALD

THE TOP FIVE — SINGLE FLAG NEWSPAPERS
TOTAL CONTEST POINTS:

The Rye Record — 210 POINTS
The Recorder News — 175 POINTS

City & State — 115 POINTS
Red Hook Daily Catch — 115 POINTS

Dan’s Papers — 105 POINTS

THE TOP FIVE NEWSPAPERS
TOTAL EDITORIAL CONTEST POINTS: 

amNewYork Metro — 400 POINTS
Times Union — 355 POINTS

Newsday — 225 POINTS
The Rye Record — 180 POINTS

The Brooklyn Paper — 95 POINTS  (TIE)
Red Hook Daily Catch — 95 POINTS  (TIE)

THE TOP FIVE NEWSPAPERS
TOTAL ADVERTISING CONTEST POINTS: 

The Recorder News — 90 POINTS
Newsday — 80 POINTS

The Village Times Herald — 55 POINTS
The Southampton Press - Eastern Edition — 45 POINTS

Post Washington News — 45 POINTS
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bout  the Competition…AA
C A T E G O R Y  3 1 — F E A T U R E  S T O R Y - N E W S — 1 0 5  E N T R I E S

Congratulations to the first place winners in the most competitive category in the contest!
Division 1:............................................................................................Tim Rowland, Adirondack Explorer
Division 2:...............................................................................Kevin Oklobzija, Rochester Business Journal
Division 3:...........................................................Michelle Trauring, Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
Division 4:........................................................................................Becca Tucker, The Chronicle (Goshen)
Division 5:............................................................................................................................The Rye Record
Division 6:................................................................................................. Isabella Reilly, Long Island Press
Division 7:...................................................................................................Wendy Liberatore, Time Union

C A T E G O R Y  34 — N E W S  S T O R Y — 1 1 7  E N T R I E S
The quality of the entries in this category was outstanding — congratulations to:

Division 1:....................................................................................................Toby Rosewater, The Examiner
Division 2:........................................................................................Isabella Gallo , Port Washington News
Division 3:....................................................................................... .Alec Johnson, Watertown Daily Times
Division 4:...........................................................................................Nicole Formisano, Long Island Press
Division 5:...................................................................................................Adam Daly, amNewYork Metro

C A T E G O R Y  43 — F E A T U R E  P H O T O ( S ) — 6 4  E N T R I E S
The judges had a particularly difficult time with this competitive category — congratulations to:

Division 1:.....................................................................Dana Shaw, Southampton Press - Western Edition
Division 2:.......................................................................................Katie McFadden, The Rockaway Times
Division 4:.................................................................................................Dean Moses, amNewYork Metro

C A T E G O R Y  26 — ELECTIONS/POLITICS STORY — 7 9  E N T R I E S
Many fine examples of excellent research and writing — congratulations to:

Division 1:.............................................................................. Julia Rock and Chris Bragg, New York Focus
Division 2:..................................................................................Peter C. Mastrosimone, Queens Chronicle
Division 2:..................................................................................................... Emilie Munson, Times Union

C A T E G O R Y  44 — S P O R T S  A C T I O N  P H O T O ( S ) — 7 8  E N T R I E S
Catching the right image at the right time — congratulations to:

Division 1:................................................................. Ron Esposito, Southampton Press - Western Edition
Division 2:........................................................................................Todd Falasco, The Northport Observer
Division 4:........................................................................................................Thomas A. Ferrara, Newsday

C A T E G O R Y  42 — B E S T  C O L U M N — 6 1  E N T R I E S
Providing perspective… making the reader think, understand and care — congratulations to:

Division 1:.....................................................................Tom Clavin, Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
Division 2:..................................................................................................... Chris Churchill, Times Union

C A T E G O R Y  47 — P I C T U RE   S T O R Y  — 5 0  E N T R I E S
When just the right shot(s) make all the difference — congratulations to:

Division 1:.......................................................................................... Ross Corsair, The Highlands Current
Division 2:...................................................................................... Anthony Lifrieri, The Smithtown News
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xcellence AwardsEE
SECOND PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Michelle Trauring
Michelle’s writing is outstanding, 
concise and detailed. Her story about 
the Southampton prom was at the same 
time heartwarming and heartbreaking.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
Dean’s coverage goes beyond the 
ordinary to tell the stories that matter in 
the community he covers.

Sports Writer of the Year

FIRST PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Steven Kearney
Steven does a great job of bringing you 
into the story. In his article on a soccer 
team playing on back-to-back rainy days, 
he tells us they “laced up their soggy 
boots.” It’s a great mix of formal and 
conversational, which I appreciated.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Laura Albanese
I loved the foodie column, so fun and 
casual, then her next story is a well-
researched and clearly written piece 
on a hugely expensive project next to 
Citi Field. Her story about how major 
leaguers spent their first paycheck was 
such a fun idea.

THIRD PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Steven Zaitz
I love a writer who tells it how it is. 
In a feature on a new football coach, 
he writes, “If Lauri was in search of 
challenges, he has come to the right 
place.” Steven does a nice job of going 
beyond the story to find interesting 
angles, and his writing draws you in.

Photographer of the Year

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
This photographer isn’t afraid to be 
where the real action is and that is 
definitely seen in the photos. Some really 
nice work here that captures the emotion 
and tension of the scenes.

SECOND PLACE
The Ithaca Voice
Ithaca
Casey Martin
A very strong and complete portfolio. 
Liked the variation in topics covered 
along with a good combo of tight images 
and then letting some breathe.

THIRD PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Jim MacLean
Good mix of sports, news and features. 
Also appreciated the lens choices and the 
cropping decisions. This photographer 
went tight when needed but also could 
set a scene.

Best Front Page

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Watertown Daily Times
Watertown
Ellis Giacomelli
Compelling content well-displayed. 
These aren’t quick superficial hits. These 
front pages offer depth and breadth so 
that readers don’t just know what’s going 
on, they understand it.

SECOND PLACE
Village Star-Revue
Brooklyn
George Fiala
This presentation has personality. It 
engages with a dynamic use of content to 
draw readers in.

THIRD PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Thane Grauel and Ann Marie Rezen
Clean design; packed with news. Story 
hierarchy is clear.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Alex Nunez, Luis Matos, Dean Moses 
and Robert Pozarycki
Strong, unflinching presentation. No 
distraction from those powerful stories. 
Excellent.

SECOND PLACE
TimesLedger
Flushing
Zach Gewelb and Luis Matos
Engaging. Excellent use of images to 
connect with readers immediately and 
draw them in. Use of tech touches - 
QR code - is smart.

THIRD PLACE
Sullivan County Democrat
Callicoon
Good story choices out front. Not as 
strong as the other two that won first 
and second place in this category, but it 
serves the readers well.

Best Editorial Page

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Excellent Perspective section. Great 
topics; variety of views. Balanced. Good 
job. Keep it up!

SECOND PLACE
Nassau Herald
Garden City
Jim Harmon and Yolanda Rios
This was a close second. The editorial 
writer is excellent.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Peter C. Mastrosimone and Gregg 
Cohen
Straight and to-the-point editorials. A 
pleasure to read these amid lots of letters. 
Good job!

Photographic Excellence

FIRST PLACE
The Overlook News
Saugerties
Roy Gumpel and Michael Sofronski
The photos are displayed well in the 
layouts and contribute to a clean design.

SECOND PLACE
The Northport Observer
Smithtown
Leading the newspaper with strong 
photos and giving them the weight they 
deserve pushed this entry. Also, like the 
display of quality sports images.

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Western Edition
Westhampton Beach
Good photo usage throughout. Would 
be careful of using text on photos so 
frequently.

Overall Design Excellence

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
These entries are outstanding! Clear 
purpose easily translated emotions of 
stories, both serious and light. This is a 
hard category with such amazing entries, 
but you guys nailed it. Easy to navigate, 
excellent use of color and column 
changes to pull readers in. The touch 
of notices of “Newsday Only, What 
Newsday Found”, is like having a search/
AI engine in a print edition. Congrats!

SECOND PLACE
Sag Harbor Express
Southampton
Sara Mannino Kent and Kerri 
Cunningham
Excellent entry. Such hard choices with 
the level of competition in New York 
Press. These papers have renewed faith in 
the newspaper industry.

THIRD PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Pierce Strudler
Very engaging news product. The 
variable headlines and creative impact 
bring the reader to see each page as 
a unique storyline like a personalized 
newsletter.

Past Presidents’ Award

FIRST PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Exceptional use of space and community 
interaction. Every page feels like a 
completely new picture of a community, 
seamlessly blending and capturing the 
various stages of the area. Not too heavy 
handed, not too flowery: a perfect mix 
in great packaging and a joy to read. The 
entries show a complete commitment to 
any topic and a balanced approach to the 
community.

SECOND PLACE
Sag Harbor Express
Southampton
Great examples of a complete 
understanding of a community and 
reader likes and needs. Great Job and this 
category was really difficult to judge with 
such great entries.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Excellent mirror of Queens and the 
people in the community. Every edition 
brings a fresh look into the region.

“Rookie”  Reporter 
of the Year

FIRST PLACE
Livingston County News
Batavia
Sol Hauser
It is difficult to believe Sol Hauser is a 
“rookie” as her reporting and writing 
are on par with a seasoned veteran. Her 
initiative is clear as is her willingness to 
tackle difficult subjects and go the extra 
mile to cover a story from many angles. 
Her work on the SUNY Geneseo story 
is impressive. That piece alone would be 
enough to award her “Rookie” Reporter 
of the Year. Well done and keep up the 
good work. 

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Mayra Kaolora
Mayra Kaolora’s writing is strong and 
her entry contained both news and 
features. She did a nice job of telling 
stories that reflect life in her community. 
I particularly liked her graduation story 
as it was a different take on a story we’ve 
all read many times.

THIRD PLACE
Suffolk County News
Patchogue
Connor Patton
Connor Patton provided a strong entry. 
I particularly liked his piece on veterans 
organizations.

Writer of the Year

FIRST PLACE
Shelter Island Reporter
Mattituck
Ambrose Clancy
Outstanding hard news entries, and his 
column about obituaries was one of the 
best things I read in this competition.
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Rookie Reporter of the Year, 2025
There were 19 entries in this category

F irst     P lace    :

Sol Hauser
Livingston County News
Sol Hauser is a staff writer at The Livingston County News in  
Geneseo, N.Y.

Hauser, from Perry, N.Y., joined The LCN in October 2024 after 
graduating from the University at Buffalo, where she reported for  
The Spectrum student publication.

Hauser, who also assists The Daily News in Batavia, N.Y., provides 
in-depth coverage of Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming 
counties to bring clarity, precision and meaning to daily news. Her 
enterprise reporting digs deeper than the headlines, pulls humanity 
to the surface and explains complex, politically sensitive issues simply. 
She also regularly contributes to breaking news, feature  
and community news pieces for The LCN.

“It is difficult to believe Sol Hauser is a ‘rookie’ as her reporting and 
writing are on par with a seasoned veteran. Her initiative is clear as 
is her willingness to tackle difficult subjects and go the extra mile to 
cover a story from many angles. Her work on the SUNY Geneseo 
story is impressive. That piece alone would be enough to award her 
‘Rookie’ Reporter of the Year. Well done and keep up the good work.”

S econd      P lace    :

Mayra Kaolora
The Rye Record
Mayra Kalaora is the City Life Reporter for The Rye Record. She grew 
up in Istanbul, Turkey, and graduated from Columbia University 
with degrees in Neuroscience and English. During her time as an 
undergraduate, she wrote for The Eye Magazine of Columbia Daily 
Spectator and interned at the Bronx Times.

“Mayra Kaolora’s writing is strong and her entry contained both news 
and features. She did a nice job of telling stories that reflect life in 
her community. I particularly liked her graduation story as it was a 
different take on a story we’ve all read many times.”

T h ird    P lace    :

Connor Patton
Suffolk County News
Connor Patton is a reporter for The Suffolk County News, where he 
covers small-town neighborhood news across Suffolk County’s South 
Shore. By showing up to any community events and meetings he can, 
Connor has built an ever-expanding list of sources who offer unique 
perspectives on local news. In December 2024, Connor graduated 
from New York University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism 
and Politics after working as a staff writer for NYU’s student 
newspaper, the Washington Square News. Before joining The Suffolk 
County News as a full-time reporter in May 2025, Connor worked as 
a local news reporter for Schneps Media Long Island from February 
to May 2025 in Port Washington and Roslyn, and as an intern with 
The Long Island Advance from May 2024 through February 2025.

“Connor Patton provided a strong entry. I particularly liked his  
piece on veterans organizations.”
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County legislator race heats up
Candidates argue  in person and  over Facebook

BY CONNOR PATTON
With under three months until Elec-

tion Day, candidates for the Suffolk Coun-
ty Legislature’s 8th District have been 
busy on the campaign trail—incumbent 
Republican candidate Anthony A. Pic-

cirillo faces Democratic challenger Kelly 
Perry-Hyland.While both campaigns have been con-
ducting door-knocking and phonebank 
sessions throughout the summer, the 
race has recently become tense following 
an in-person argument involving the two 
candidates at the Greater Sayville Cham-
ber of  Commerce’s Summerfest, along 
with a supposed “debate” hosted by the 
Democratic challenger.Perry-Hyland, a military spouse and 

scientist who has previously worked 
with the U.S. Department of  Energy and 
in the U.S. Senate in an advisory role, 
said she encountered Piccirillo, who has 
been serving in the county legislature 
since 2020, at the Suffolk County sheriff’s 
booth during the Summerfest event.While at the booth to pick up free 
merchandise for her children, both Per-
ry-Hyland and Piccirillo said the two 
engaged in a verbal argument after Per-
ry-Hyland asked Piccirillo if  he’d attend 

a debate her campaign had organized for 
five days later.“I partnered with the Suffolk County 
Sheriff’s Office, it’s a government table, 
I’m there as a government official, not as 
a political candidate, and we’re giving out 
child ID cards,” Piccirillo said in a Face-
book Live following the incident. “And 
my opponent runs up to me, screaming 
about debates and all this nonsense, and 
just was relentless about it.”

BY CONNOR PATTON
Young sailors from across the country 

gathered at the Sayville Yacht Club, in 
Blue Point, from Aug. 6 through 9 to com-
pete in the C420 North American Cham-

pionships, a prestigious event that draws 
some of  the sport’s top rising talent.Across the four-day event, 236 compet-
itors aged 12 to 19, paired up in 118 boats 
to traverse the roughly six-mile course 
that looped sailors from Blue Point to the 

shoreline of  Fire Island.Sailors from all corners of  the country 
showed up, with many having dreams of  
reaching the Olympics and top colleges. 
For many participants, this regatta 
marked the culmination of  a two-month-

long circuit that took them to Massachu-
setts and South Carolina.“This is the last event of  their season, 
so it takes an enormous level of  com-
mitment, enormous physical fitness [to 

See CAMPAIGN on page 4

See SAILING on page 6

Sayville Yacht Club hosts regional  sailing championship

Sailing for glory!

Sailors prepare to get on the water.Photo courtesy of Steve Birkeland

Sailors at the C420 North American Championships race across the Great South Bay.Photo courtesy of the Sayville Yacht Club

Photo courtesy of the Sayville Yacht Club
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xcellence AwardsEE
Advertising Excellence

FIRST PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen, Kathy Potter, 
Francesca Lynch and Paul Cardi
Clean layout and format of ad pages, well 
organized and easy to read.  Local ads 
were designed well and the fall festival 
and holiday features were particularly 
interesting and enjoyable, editorial-wise 
as well as the theme-based advertising.

SECOND PLACE
The East Hampton Press
Southampton
East Hampton Press is a well done, 
visually appealing and classy publication 
that does its job well.  The layout is very 
organized and makes for an “easy read.” 
The ad placement is clean and well 
spaced.  The in-house ads are visually 
appealing and effective. Classifieds are 
also well organized, including the service 
directory.

THIRD PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Pierce Strudler and Lauren Cook
The Highland Current lives up to its 
reader-funded status by providing an 
excellent publication for its community.  
Although smaller than its many 
competitors, it delivered on editorial 
coverage, a well-organized layout and 
high quality ad design..beyond the 
agency provided advertising.  The Home 
section in the 10/3 issue was very well 
done with interesting and informative 
articles and well-placed advertising to 
support the theme.

Community Leadership

FIRST PLACE
The Examiner
Mount Kisco
Adam Stone
Fantastic use of editorial resources and 
commitment to keep readers and a 
community caring about a topic.

Community Leadership
SECOND PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Alex Arriaga and Kate Harloe
Great model of making the most out of 
listening. Awesome entry.

Community Leadership
THIRD PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Jeff Morris
Great job utilizing news products to 
drive home this massively important 
topic for the community.

Michelle K. Rea Award 
for Best Freedom of 
Information 

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
As attention on ICE and deportations 
grow, it’s become even harder to cut 
through the propaganda. Moses and 
amNY are doing a huge service to 
readers showing something the federal 
government is trying to hide. The 
consistent coverage goes a long way to 
shedding light on this issue.

SECOND PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Chris Bragg
Well reported and in-depth research to 
show multiple conflicts of interest by 
New York politicians.

THIRD PLACE
The Examiner
Mount Kisco
Adam Stone and Abby Luby
Great use of FOIL to bring to light the 
separation agreement and its cost to the 
taxpayers. Really liked that it was linked 
in its entirety on the news site.

Best Overall Digital News 
Platform

D I V I S I O N  1
FIRST PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Thoughtfully produced site with strong 
user experience, from navigation bar 
to footer. I appreciated the community 
calendar and the ease of signing up for 
specific newsletters. Ad placement is 
especially well-considered. 

SECOND PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen
A true companion to the print paper, and 
thoughtfully designed to connect the two 
throughout. Warm UX with the print 
reader in mind. Good use of ad space.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Christian Falcone and Jon Elsen
Local news sites have to perform a lot of 
jobs that niche news sites don’t. The Rye 
Record allows you to navigate the site, 
from breaking news to obits, 
without thinking about the design — 
always a good sign.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Refreshing site that’s inviting and easy 
to navigate. Feels like it’s made by locals, 
for locals.

SECOND PLACE
Long Island Press
Flushing
Eye-catching photos dominate the site 
design, and are paired with a quality user 
experience.

THIRD PLACE
Capital Region Living Magazine
Saratoga Spring
Natalie Moore
Substack platform/template with good 
news coverage for the region.

Overall Magazine Excellence

FIRST PLACE
Capital Region Living Magazine
Saratoga Spring
Natalie Moore
Wow. This is a classy publication. Lots of 
interesting content with an emphasis on 
the readers it serves. It knows its market 
and that clearly shows.

SECOND PLACE
City & State
New York
This is a dynamic publication. Lots of 
energy and nice layout.

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press-Eastern Edition
Southampton
The content themes are user-friendly.

Magazine Design Excellence

FIRST PLACE
City & State
New York
Nice variety that appears to place a 
priority on its audience.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Valerie Hnatik, Tracy M. Brown 
and Royston Wilson
Focused content that looks useful. 

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Content serves its readers well.

Investigative/In-Depth 
Reporting

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Claire Greenburger and Jack Whitman
Hours of on-site reporting plus 
background research went into this 
documented account of a longstanding 
public health problem that this 
publication deserves credit for helping 
correct.

SECOND PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Chris Bragg
Lots of detail relevant, non-dramatic 
imagery relate a sense of tension and 
conflict taking place in a screwy section 
of New York.

THIRD PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Olivia Seaman
A sleeper entry, a little acount among 
a fleet of multi-part series. This entry’s 
contextual reporting, built upon a 
breaking incident, turns into a well-
developed account of nursing home 
neglect.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Photo News
Chester
Bryan Fumagalli
A great example of taking a national 
story and making it local, the accounts 
from the federal employees show how 
people within the bureaucracy reacted 
to the aggressive measures taken 
by DOGE. The commentary from 
perspectives humanize the events that 
occurred and give readers a better sense 
of the differing views of federal workers 
at this critical time.

SECOND PLACE
Park Slope Courier
Brooklyn
Anna Bradley-Smith
A great look into a community group’s 
efforts to preserve a local landmark. 
Does a great job going into the history 
of the property, the efforts of community 
members in obtaining it, and explains 
why it is important for the community to 
maintain ownership of this building.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Camille Botello
A bizarre situation which becomes a 
larger story about development within 
the community. The article manages 
to tie this strange group’s emails and 
renderings to the actual development 
in the community, taking a series of 
dismissive statements and turning them 
into a story that remains relevant beyond 
the novelty of cryptic emails.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Sandra Peddie, Grant Parpan,
Shari Einhorn and Nicole Fuller
This extraordinary series exemplifies 
investigative journalism at its most 
powerful and responsible. Through 
exhaustive on-the-ground work, 
the judges found “Unprotected” 
to be compelling, horrifying and 
deeply impactful. This investigation 
demonstrated journalism’s capacity 
to demand accountability and drive 
meaningful change.
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Writer of the Year, 2025
There were 36 entries in this category
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Immigration crackdown has Islanders on edgeUncertainty and worries in Latino communityBY AMBROSE CLANCY | EDITOR
Concern. Worry. Fear. Scary.  Those are some words used by several Island residents, immigrants who are American citizens, describing the emo-tions running through the La-tino community in the wake of the Trump administration’s accelerated search for undocu-mented immigrants to arrest and deport them.

“People are worried,” Jose Montalvo said.  A member of the Building and Maintenance Department team at Shelter Island School, Mr. Montalvo also has his own business, J&M Home Repair. Born and raised in the Domini-can Republic, he immediately knew he had found a place to call home more than 30 years ago, when he arrived on Shelter IMMIGRATION  |  PAGE 10

Moises Cerdas, owner and operator of 
his own general contracting company, ex-
pressed concern and worry for immigrants 
living and working on the Island.
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NEVER TOO OLD OR TOO YOUNG
One of the joys of Island life is small gatherings for fun and fellowship. One example is that every Monday, Thursday, 

and Sunday, basketball players of all ages and skill levels come together at the school gym for friendly competi-

tion through the Town’s Recreation Department. Shown above, Manny Payano receives the ball on the low block 

so he can set up for his patented left-handed fade away over Harrison Weslek. For more photos, see page 23. 

School 
budget set to pierce tax cap

More revenue,  spending cuts could change expectation
BY JULIE LANE | STAFF WRITER

U nless there is more money coming from New York State or programs are cut, the $13,989,348 budget for the 2025-26 school year will 
go above the 2% state-imposed tax cap. The 
budget proposal revealed Tuesday night a 
6.7% increase in spending from the current 
school year’s budget of $13,099,796.It would take voter approval to pierce 

the tax cap, which means the budget 
would have to pass not by a majority, but 
by 60% of those who cast ballots in May.

Cutting programs to stay within the tax 
cap would “require major changes to the 
character of the Shelter Island School,” 
Superintendent Brian Doelger, Ed.D., 
said. The Board of Education was to adopt 
the budget at the beginning of April. But 
with expectations the State budget will 
be late, the district could wait and adopt 
the budget as late as the end of April.Although Gov. Kathy Hochul’s (D) bud-

get proposal allotted more to the district 
than it received for the current year, the 
district would still need the State Legisla-
ture to increase aid to the district to stay 
within the tax cap. Most years, the Legis-
lature has increased aid above what the 
governor has recommended.To bring the budget within the cap, the 

district would likely have to make bigger SCHOOL BUDGET  |  PAGE 17

F irst     P lace    :

Ambrose Clancy
Shelter Island Reporter
Ambrose Clancy has been the editor of the Shelter Island Reporter since 2012. 
He is the author of the recently published collection of his journalism for 
national newspapers and magazines titled “My Life In Pieces: Writers, Rogues, 
the Road and The Rock,” from Brick Tower Press. He is also the author, with the 
photographer Peter Donahoe, of “The Night Line: A Memoir of Work,” and 
the novel “Blind Pilot.”

In 2023 he received top honors from the National Newspaper Association for 
columns and feature writing.

He was an assistant editor for Times Review Media Group’s News-Review 
and a staff reporter for its former paper, the North Shore Sun. He was a staff 
reporter for the Southampton Press and an editor at Long Island Business News.

“Outstanding hard news entries, and his column about obituaries was one 
of the best things I read in this competition.”

S econd      P lace    :

Michelle Trauring
Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
Michelle Trauring is a features editor and writer based in Colorado, though 
her editorial home is on the East End of Long Island with The Express News 
Group. Over the past 10 years, she has pushed remote work to its limits, 
covering the local Hamptons community from over 20 countries while 
backpacking across five continents.

When she isn’t writing, Michelle is likely lost in the wilderness with plenty 
of snacks, daydreaming about her next trip, or giving each of her cats — 
Shelby, Lincoln and Voodoo — a head rub.

“Michelle’s writing is outstanding, concise and detailed. Her story about the 
Southampton prom was at the same time heartwarming and heartbreaking.”

T h ird    P lace    :

Dean Moses
amNewYork Metro
Dean Moses is the Police Bureau Chief at amNewYork. He is a
photographer, journalist, and author. His work has appeared in numerous 
New York based newspapers, including The Villager, the Amsterdam News, 
Spring Creek Sun, Ridgewood Times, Lefrak City Courier, Queens Courier, and 
Canarsie Courier. He received a photography award from Sing Tao Daily 
and was recognized by the New York Press Association in 2023 as the 
Photographer of the Year. 

His photos were also featured in the Stonecoast Review from the University 
of Maine. In addition to his journalism work, he has had a variety of fiction 
published, including his novella, “A Stalled Ox.” 

Despite being born in the United Kingdom, he now considers himself 
a proud New Yorker where he resides with his wife and cats.

“Dean’s coverage goes beyond the ordinary to tell the stories that 
matter in the community he covers.”
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Robin Brown raises
threat of lawsuit

BY CAILIN RILEY

Former Southampton Village Board 

member Robin Brown — who lost her 

seat on the board to challenger Rob Co-

burn during last month’s election — has 

written a letter to Mayor Bill Manger and 

the rest of the board 

to lodge a formal 

complaint against the 

Southampton Village 

Ethics Board and ask 

the Village Board to 

investigate her claims 

and potentially “im-

plement corrective 

actions.”
She warned of “the 

potential for signifi-

cant legal and financial consequences, 

including claims for unlawful discrim-

ination defamation, libel, or failure to 

prevent reputational harm.”

In December, the Ethics Board ruled 

that Brown violated the ethics code 

when she attended a Metropolitan 

Opera benefit in New York City in May 

2024 alongside her husband and other 

guests — notably, Southampton Vil-

lage resident Peter Marino, a world-re-

nowned architect and owner of the 

Peter Marino Foundation art collection 

on Jobs Lane, who reportedly provided 

the tickets.
Her attendance at the event — specifi-

cally, the allegation that she did not have 

to purchase tickets to attend — was one 

of eight ethics complaints brought to 

the board’s attention by Southampton 

Village resident David Rung, who has 

been an outspoken critic of the village 

administration. An additional ethics 

complaint, not brought by Rung, was re-

lated to Brown’s attendance at a Peconic 

Baykeeper fundraising event in August, 

where, again, she was alleged to have 

not purchased a ticket. The Ethics Board 

ruled that there was an ethics code vio-

lation related to that event as well.

BY CAILIN RILEY

Over the years, common 

knowledge and accepted 

ideas about the best ways to 

care for common household pets 

like dogs and cats have evolved. 

Practices that were once consid-

ered acceptable — dogs living 

outside 24/7, cats being declawed 

— are now widely understood to 

be outdated. 
But there is one animal that still 

suffers under the weight of mis-

conceptions: the bunny.

While rabbits are not quite as 

ubiquitous in family homes as 

dogs and cats, and are technical-

ly classified as “exotic” pets, they 

are not as rare as some other pets. 

But ideas about the best ways to 

care for them and provide them 

with the kinds of food and liv-

ing environments they need to 

thrive, have not advanced in the 

ways they should.

Krystin Koerner is trying to 

change that.
Koerner is the communi-

ty outreach coordinator for the 

Southampton Animal Shelter 

Foundation, dedicating much of 

her time and energy to making 

life better for all kinds of animals 

who are looking for their forever 

homes. But for much of her life, 

she’s had a soft spot for bunnies.

She got her first rabbit almost 

10 years ago, and almost immedi-

ately got involved with rabbit res-

cue, quickly learning about the 

kind of care rabbits need, and 

the reasons why they are so fre-

quently abandoned or given up 

to shelters. 
Her love of rabbits and under-

standing of what they need to 

thrive and be loving, enjoyable 

pets actually led to her joining 

AN ‘EXOTIC’ PET THAT’S REALLY

JUST ANOTHER CUDDLY OPTION

Southampton shelter worker makes it her cause to get bunnies adopted

Andes is one of three young bunnies available for adoption at 

the Southampton Animal Shelter.  CAILIN RILEY

The Southampton July Fourth parade was held on Friday morning and did not disappoint, with a lineup of floats, music and much more. This year’s grand marshal was Robert 

Ross. Parade judges were Manny and Danae Escobar. More photos, Page A17 

 DANA SHAW
Patriotism on Parade

Hope Reese with her new book, “The Women Are Not Fine,” in Budapest, Hungary.  COURTESY HOPE REESE

A LIFE BUILT ON BOOKS
Southampton native, a lifelong reader, is now a published author 

BY MICHELLE TRAURING

In the old, abandoned Jewish 

ghetto of Budapest, there lies 

the remains of what was once a 

thriving cultural center — home 

to the tens of thousands of Jews 

who were deported during World 

War II.
Out of the dilapidated, decay-

ing buildings — and one of the 

darkest periods of Hungarian his-

tory — came new life. The crum-

bling, graffiti-covered walls now 

house ruin bars, or romkocsma, 

a host of eclectic social spaces 

filled with mismatched furniture, 

plants, even cars and bathtubs 

sawn in half repurposed as seat-

ing, underneath canopies of 

twinkling fairy lights. 

And there, in the cacophony of 

sights, sounds and smells, a man 

told journalist Hope Reese one 

of the wildest stories she’s ever 

heard.
She had landed in Budapest 

some weeks earlier, leaving be-

hind her childhood home in 

Southampton, her profession-

al home in Louisville, Kentucky 

— where she taught journalism 

at the nearby Indiana Universi-

ty Southeast — in favor of some-

thing new.
And so, that is how she came 

to find herself at an open mic 

night, among a welcoming group 

of strangers, and then a ruin bar, 

where a Hungarian man told her 

that, decades earlier, his grand-

mother had poisoned his grand-

father.
She was ultimately unsuccess-

ful, he’d said, and went to prison 

— but she wasn’t the only woman 

with this idea. In fact, many had 

come before her and they had all, 

notoriously, finished the job.

The incredible true story of one 

of the deadliest poisoning epi-

demics of the 20th century sits 

at the heart of Reese’s first book, 

See SASF, Page A6
See VILLAGE, Page A9

See REESE, Page A12
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xcellence AwardsEE
Investigative/In-Depth 
Reporting   (CON’T.)

D I V I S I O N  4

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Emilie Munson
This rigorously reported investigation 
moved well beyond surface-level 
assessment, uncovering patterns in 
campaign spending and fundraising 
that raised serious questions about 
oversight, accountability and fairness. 
This work underscores the essential 
watchdog role of investigative journalism 
in safeguarding democratic systems and 
public resources.

THIRD PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Very detailed and well reported. 
Impactful

Local Government Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Claire Greenburger
Compelling and well-researched. This 
is a good example of why journalism 
is still so needed. The human aspect of 
this situation is explored alongside the 
scientific data.

FIRST PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Chris Bragg
Well written and researched. Great 
depth and scope.

SECOND PLACE
The Overlook News
Saugerties
Noah Eckstein
Good use of background and 
explanatory material. The story shows 
initiative on the part of the reporter as 
well, exposing a public employee who 
should have never been hired for this 
position and was a potential danger to 
the public.

THIRD PLACE
City & State
New York
Annie McDonough
Excellent use of data to make an 
important point about hiring and 
understaffing in municipal government.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Emma Grimes
Thorough reporting on a program 
that can help during a housing crisis. 
Relevant reader for information

SECOND PLACE
Queens Courier
Flushing
Patrick Stachniak
Well told story and shows all sides to an 
issue that isn’t cut and dry.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Miranda Ferrente
Great job staying on top of a local issue.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
I loved this story. A true local topic with 
creative writing.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Phillip Pantuso
This is a good, newsy story that is well 
written. Touched a local and national 
issue in a really interesting and digestable 
way.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Ethan Stark-Miller
I love the concept of this story as a 
non-New Yorker and really enjoyed the 
writing and storytelling.

Education Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
New Hyde Park - 
Floral Park Herald Courier
Roslyn Heights
Isabella Gallo
Great job by the reporter using public 
records laws to pry loose a remarkable 
story of graft and nepotism by the school 
district superintendent, as well as an 
apparent violation of state law by the 
school district. Weaves in quotes from 
the community well.

SECOND PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Joey Asher
A fabulous lede that pulled me in. 
Terrific quotes throughout on a very 
topical subject.

THIRD PLACE
New Hyde Park -
Floral Park Herald Courier
Roslyn Heights
Isabella Gallo
This was a wonderful profile story. When 
you have such great material with which 
to work, it makes for a compelling story.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Yorktown News
Mount Kisco
Miranda Ferrante
Great lede, and does a good job 
explaining a loophole that allows for a 
superintendent to get reappointed for less 
salary. Also does a good job balancing 
that perspective with community 
skepticism. Straightforward and clear 
writing.

SECOND PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
David Ambro
Very detailed, straightforward writeup.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Rosie Newmark
The writing made me want to meet this 
guy. Just a nice writeup on an interesting 
leadership approach.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Kathleen Moore
This story connects data with a narrative 
in a compelling way. It tracks a 15-year 
trend in a way that someone like me 
who has not been in the district can 
understand the chaos of all the turnover.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Emilie Munson
I just found this topic incredibly 
interesting, and the reporter did a good 
job balancing both sides of the unique 
issue.

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Julie Zhu
As a data story, it is easy to understand 
and written clearly to not overwhelm the 
reader.

Business, Financial & 
Economic News Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
RiverheadLOCAL
Riverhead
Denise Civiletti
So much detail and nuance here on a 
topic that could have been routine.

SECOND PLACE
New Pine Plains Herald
Pine Plains
Patrick Grego
Nice storytelling here.

THIRD PLACE
The Daily News
Batavia
Mike Pettinella
Interesting look at split between local 
impact and state strategy.
 
THIRD PLACE
RiverheadLOCAL
Riverhead
Maria Del Mar Piedrabuena
Well-reported.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
David Hessekiel
Thorough development story filled with 
local tension. Well-sourced and clearly 
told.

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
David Hessekiel
This economically written story is 
packed with voices and concrete details 
that bring to Main Street the impact of 
Trump’s tariffs. Don’t let its brevity fool 
you: this piece delivers.

THIRD PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Claude Solnik
This well-crafted piece is rich with detail. 
The deep history is woven in nicely 
to the relevant story told for today’s 
audience.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Barbara Russo-Lennon
I love the shoe leather here that 
combines interviews with lots of folks 
you don’t usually see quoted in news 
articles and melds it with an important 
question of regulatory fairness. It helps 
readers quickly understand the rules. 
It’s got useful data and helpful expertise. 
Reads well. Great story.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Emily Davenport
This story was an absolute riot. I was 
laughing out loud repeatedly. A nice 
job of spotlighting a business, finding 
interesting people and connecting it to a 
topical issue. A breezy, delightful read.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Shea Vance
A creative way to localize a national 
story. I would never have guessed about 
the potential harm to business owners 
with the end of the “Late Show.”
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Sports Writer of the Year, 2025
There were 16 entries in this category

F irst     P lace    :

Steven Kearney
The Rye Record
Steven Kearney is a sports writer for the Rye Record who covers boys 
and girls high school soccer, boys basketball and ice hockey, and boys 
and girls high school lacrosse. 

In addition, Kearney (pronounced CAR-ney) is a New York City-
based voice actor and long-time resident of Rye, NY.

He and his wife Kristel have 19-year-old twins who are freshmen 
in college.  Originally from San Francisco, Kearney is an avid golfer, 
swimmer, a lover of Australian Shepherds, and a lifelong fan of high 
school sports.

“Steven does a great job of bringing you into the story. In his article 
on a soccer team playing on back-to-back rainy days, he tells us 
they “laced up their soggy boots.” It’s a great mix of formal and 
conversational, which I appreciated.”

S econd      P lace    :

Laura Albanese
Newsday
Laura Albanese is the Mets beat writer for Newsday. She’s been 
covering MLB since 2014 after starting at Newsday as an intern seven 
years earlier. 

I grew up reading Lisa Olson’s sports columns. She had her photo 
in the paper, and just that image – a woman’s wryly smirking face 
sitting above these beautifully written articles – eventually convinced 
me this gig wasn’t as out of reach as I thought. So, after interning 
and freelancing and working retail and slinging lattes, I did end up 
reaching for the thing I actually wanted to do. I hope the stories we 
tell at Newsday can help me pay that forward to someone else.

“I loved the foodie column, so fun and casual, then her next story 
is a well-researched and clearly written piece on a hugely expensive 
project next to Citi Field. Her story about how major leaguers spent 
their first paycheck was such a fun idea.”

T h ird    P lace    :

Steven Zaitz
The Village Times Herald
Steven Zaitz has been a writer and a photographer for the Times 
Beacon Record family of newspapers since he moved to Suffolk 
County in 2019. 

He has covered everything from championship-level high school 
football, equestrian sports, polar plunges, to holiday craft fairs, local 
parades and tree lightings — always endeavoring to find the most 
interesting vantage points in each.

As a boy, he consumed all the local New York papers, as opposed to 
the school-issued texts, wrote for the high school monthly, and 
landed the highly-coveted job of public address announcer for 
football and basketball games as a junior. 

He was concurrently the sports editor and a member of photo desk 
at The Spectrum, SUNY Buffalo’s campus paper and many of his 
college hours in Western New York slipped away processing black-
and-white images inside a place we old-timers once called 
a darkroom.

He lives in Smithtown, NY with his wife Pat and nine-year-old 
son, Daniel.

“I love a writer who tells it how it is. In a feature on a new 
football coach, he writes, ‘If Lauri was in search of challenges, he has 
come to the right place.’ Steven does a nice job of going beyond the 
story to find interesting angles, and his writing draws you in.”
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Ward Melville softball honors Gabby Petito and her family on 

Ward Melville softball honors Gabby Petito and her family on 
Domestic Abuse Awareness Day —  A19

Domestic Abuse Awareness Day —  A19

Safe at homeSafe at home

‘Miss Austen’  heads to PBSAlso: Review of ‘Joyride’, Calendar of EventsB1

Smithtown Library reopensAfter August’s storm decimated the lower 
floor, the library reopens with limited services

A4

36th annual Roth Pond Regatta at SBUIn hand-made boats, students attempt to 
cross the pond without sinkingA4
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xcellence AwardsEE
Arts Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
New York Amsterdam News
New York
Marielle Argueza
Brother/sister duo helping share stories 
told by elders in their community in 
Harlem. This story made me want to 
learn more about the project/read more.

SECOND PLACE
Chelsea Community News
New York
Scott Stiffler
In-depth, insider look at a really 
interesting exhibit highlighting Asian 
graphic artists. The writer gives each 
artist the love and dedication they 
deserve.

THIRD PLACE
The Villager (NYC)
Brooklyn
Bob Krasner
One of my favorite stories yet. Weird, 
heartwarming, and just overall a very 
nice read.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Laura Schiller
The story the author dug out of this 
famous musician humanized him. The 
tale was compelling, well told and gave 
context to the greater personality of the 
subject. Excellent use of quotations to 
move the story along.

SECOND PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Stephanie G. Meditz
Great use of quotations to move this 
along and keep it interesting. The theme 
woven through with the relevance to 
today was well done.

THIRD PLACE
Brooklyn Downtown Star
Maspeth
Jack Delaney
Great, full circle story. We went 
somewhere, lived the story and then 
came back to a relevant action item.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Katherine Kiessling
This article was a vibrant look into a 
subculture that many don’t know about. 
The quotations were well chosen and 
placement was impeccable, and each 
paragraph expertly built on the next. A 
truly enjoyable read.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
Compelling from start to finish. While 
the story stayed on task, it took us on 
some brilliant sidebars that made the 
humanity of the situation pop.

THIRD PLACE
Daily Gazette
Schenectady
Thomas Dimopoulos
A fresh take on something widely 
reported on. Great research and 
presentation.

Environment Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Adirondack Explorer
Saranac Lake
Zachary Matson
All of this reporter’s entries were strong 
candidates. The story selection is good, 
the reporting is strong and well-sourced, 
and the reporter was judicious about 
when to be vague and when to be precise, 
using nice rhythm throughout. This 
one edges out the win just for being a 
textbook study-to-story example that 
was readable and not over-long, and 
because it’s impossible not to love a story 
about fish that refuse to die.

SECOND PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Colin Kinniburgh
In a competitive category, the lobbying 
surrounding packaging legislation was 
also a competitive story, and New York 
Focus’s Kinniburgh did it best. Each “did 
not respond” was seamless and objective 
in tone — but illustrative nonetheless.

THIRD PLACE
Oyster Bay Herald
Garden City
Will Sheeline
I kept reminding myself that this is a 
reporter’s award and not an award for 
which environmental project was the 
coolest. And this project was really cool! 
I’ve decided not to hold it against the 
reporter, however, because the reporter 
has done an excellent job of making me 
feel invested in these people and this 
place and their oysters, without getting 
mawkish or too purple in the prose.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Becca Tucker
This article was incredibly informative, 
well-researched, and had a lot of great 
sources. The information about which 
hospitals were confirmed to have the 
antivenom was also a very nice touch. I 
greatly enjoyed reading the article.

SECOND PLACE
The Photo News
Chester
Jane Primerano
This is a great topic to cover, and a 
serious problem not just in New York, 
but all over the country due to climate 
change. It really boils down a huge 
climate issue to how it directly affects 
local communities and ecosystems.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Stephanie G. Meditz
This is a great example of holding 
government accountable for their 
actions and does a great job explaining 
the affects of government action on the 
environment.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Press & Sun-Bulletin
Binghamton
Riccardo Monico
An article on a fascinating topic! This is a 
problem that most people probably don’t 
realize is a problem, and a solution that 
seems like it was desperately needed.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Roger Hannigan Gilson
Most people don’t realize this is a 
problem, but it is an incredibly important 
topic. This is well-researched and well-
reported to bring attention to the dying 
species of trees

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Patrick Tine
An important look at how Government 
action (or inaction) has an affect on real 
people. Very thorough and well-reported

Health, Health Care & 
Science Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
New Pine Plains Herald
Pine Plains
Patrick Grego
Interesting read, valuable reporting, 
especially digging through material/
reports. This issue is in the spotlight 
because of enterprise reporting through 
data and for rural health issues, which 
often miss the spotlight. Important, 
impactful community reporting.

SECOND PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Kirstyn Brendlen
This reporting brings a national issue 
alive through local impact and concerns. 
The community is well represented 
here and well informed through this 
reporting. Good flow and writing as well.

THIRD PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Melissa Whitworth
Interesting read, good writing, and a 
wonderful series to develop. It does in 
fact inform the public of pioneering work 
being done, and what might be possible 
to address this universal health issue.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Becca Tucker
Well written, engaging writing, full of 
personal experiences, science, and helpful 
information. No snake stereotypes here 
- respectful and objective. I came away 
informed happy to have spent time 
reading this.

SECOND PLACE
TimesLedger
Flushing
Renee DeLorenzo
Clearly s community issue and concern, 
covered with objective reporting from a 
variety of sources. I would like to see a 
bit more, especially from folks - staff and 
patients - impacted.

THIRD PLACE
Gay City News
Brooklyn
Matt Tracy
A community issue with political and 
personal impact for the community. The 
story does a good job of reaching out to 
seek political views and spotlight medical 
care facilities and their practices. I would 
like to see patients represented as well.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
This is a comprehensive, well constructed 
piece, involving a multitude of sources 
and ramifications for a community at 
risk. Accessible, detailed information, 
easy to follow. Vital information.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Kathleen Moore
This is a delightful read about an 
innovative program presented in a well-
written narrative. The science is fresh, the 
story is engaging.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
Interesting way to tell a story, through 
local voices on social media as well as 
those in authority. This is certainly of 
interest to a community which lives in, 
experiences and sees the risks daily.
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Photographer of the Year, 2025
There were 15 entries in this category

F irst     P lace    :

Dean Moses
amNewYork Metro
Dean Moses is the Police Bureau Chief at amNewYork. 
He is a photographer, journalist, and author. His work 
has appeared in numerous New York based newspapers, 
including The Villager, the Amsterdam News, Spring 
Creek Sun, Ridgewood Times, Lefrak City Courier, 
Queens Courier, and Canarsie Courier. He received 
a photography award from Sing Tao Daily and was 
recognized by the New York Press Association in 
2023 as the Photographer of the Year. 

His photos were also featured in the Stonecoast 
Review from the University of Maine. In addition 
to his journalism work, he has had a variety of 
fiction published, including his novella, 
“A Stalled Ox.” 

Despite being born in the United Kingdom, he now 
considers himself a proud New Yorker where he resides with 
his wife and cats.

“This photographer isn’t afraid to be where the real action is and 
that is definitely seen in the photos. Some really nice work here that 
captures the emotion and tension of the scenes.”

S econd      P lace    :

Casey Martin
The Ithaca Voice
Casey Martin has been a local news photographer 
for over a decade, first working with The Ithaca Times 
before moving over to The Ithaca Voice, elevating our 
organization’s coverage and presentation to 
unprecedented heights visually. During that time, 
he’s taken photos of just about anything you can 
imagine: tense City Hall meetings, myriad protests, 
local sports glory and defeat, joyous festivals and 
even the local annual rutabaga curl. He does so 
while fitting his work around his full-time job at 
a local theater.

“A very strong and complete portfolio. Liked the 
variation in topics covered along with a good combo 
of tight images and then letting some breathe.”

T h ird    P lace    :

Jim MacLean
The Recorder News
Jim MacLean is the sports editor and a staff photographer 
for the Recorder newspaper in Bedford since 2024. 
He has been a sports editor and photographer for local 
newspapers in Westchester County for more than 20 years. 

A graduate of Fordham University, Jim has won numerous 
NYPA awards over the years including seven in the 
Photographer of the Year category and two in the 
Sportswriter of the Year category.

“Good mix of sports, news and features. Also appreciated 
the lens choices and the cropping decisions. This 
photographer went tight when needed but also could 
set a scene.”
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xcellence AwardsEE
SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
David Levine
Loved that lede, wow. This is how 
you write a historical piece. Great 
attributions, use of hyperlinks and 
photos.

THIRD PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Beth Whitehouse
Loved the lede to this story. Never seen 
something like it before, great hook. My 
favorite stories are ones like these: long, 
detailed, yet even word was necessary 
and added to the big picture of just how 
many people were affected from a single 
spot. So nostalgic.

Religion Story

FIRST PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Eloise Goldsmith
The story of Knowledge and his journey 
to faith through his incarceration, shows 
the true power of one’s belief system or 
religion. The author does an excellent 
job of helping the reader understand 
Knowledge’s troublesome past, while 
gaining compassion for his missteps.
An interesting, maybe even unlikely 
friendship, is spelled out in this story 
between the incarcerated individual and 
Mary Foster Cadbury, raised in a Quaker 
farming family. The use of both historical 
and present day photos help enhance 
the reader’s understanding of both 
these individuals and how they ended 
up becoming pen pals as well as friends 
for decades. This story is easily summed 
by text in the author’s third paragraph: 
“Theirs is a story of the long, quiet power 
of sustained human connection and 
what it can mean inside a criminal justice 
system typically defined by punishment, 
not possibility.”

SECOND PLACE
Suffolk County News
Patchogue
Connor Patton
Oftentimes, when it comes to stories 
about faith or religion, such information 
is delivered by a clergy leader of some 
kind from behind the pulpit. This story 
about “Spreading the Gospel through 
signs,” shows how faith/religion can be 
conveyed through humor. I think that’s 
very important to consider. While central 
to the lives of many people, faith doesn’t 
always need to be stern. It can be fun and 
humorous, as shown in this article.
Since the early 1990s, Sayville United 
Methodist Church member Alan 
Gross has created more than 130 signs 
spreading the word of God, often 
through humor. I think that’s a pretty 
awesome faith-based mission.

Crime/Police/Courts Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Kirstyn Brendlen
It’s very interesting to see the relationship 
between the arts and community 
policing. The article does a good job 
explaining how the program works and 
how it’s benefiting the police department.

SECOND PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Michael Malaszczyk and Oliver Peterson
The research on the suspect really help to 
tell ore about this person. The research on 
Rwanda also helps to add context.

THIRD PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
Larissa Fuentes and Amit Ben Bassat
A good approach to a tragic story. The 
comments from the family really help 
paint a portrait of who the kid was.

FIRST PLACE
Our Town East Side
Chester
Gail Gregg and Mike Oreskes
Good writing on a national problem 
localized to the city

SECOND PLACE
Gay City News
Brooklyn
Heather Cassell
Good story that weaves in a first-hand 
reaction to a specific case with a broader 
issue affecting the community.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Courier
Flushing
Patrick Stachniak
Very detailed story telling and well 
written.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
Good writing on an important topic not 
just in New York but I think everywhere

SECOND PLACE
Press & Sun-Bulletin
Binghamton
Jillian McCarthy
Good trial coverage in a digestable way.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
Good storytelling and interview 
during a sensititve situation. Also good 
accountability reporting. 

Elections/Politics Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Julia Rock and Chris Bragg
This piece exemplifies exemplary 
political journalism: rigorously reported, 
well sourced, and deeply informative. 
The authors illuminate critical issues 
of transparency and accountability that 
are central to the health of the city’s 
democratic process.

SECOND PLACE
Livingston County News
Batavia
Sol Hauser
This story delivers strong, ground-level 
political reporting by clearly connecting 
an unlikely local election outcome to a 
single, galvanizing public policy issue.

THIRD PLACE
The Overlook News
Saugerties
Noah Eckstein
This article underscores the importance 
of watchdog journalism in holding local 
officials to account, particularly when 
public safety and trust are at stake.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Peter C. Mastrosimone
This story offers layers of revelations — 
a candidate who didn’t live in the district 
in which he ran; a lack of understanding 
of residency rules; and even worse, a 
journalist needing a voting group to help 
expedite official answers — all essential 
for voters to know.

SECOND PLACE
Gay City News
Brooklyn
Matt Tracy
This story offers voters a useful, concise 
way to understand each mayoral 
candidate’s record and the potential 
impact each administratin might have 
during a historic time of tumult for 
LGBTQ Americans.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Ledger
Maspeth
Mohamed Farghaly
Creativity and innovation aren’t 
traditional angles for political reporting, 
but they stand out here as essential in a 
crowded primary, and provide tangible 
way to think about how each candidate 
tried to distinguish themselves.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Emilie Munson
This investigation is a standout example 
of impactful political journalism that 
exposes serious questions about the 
integrity of campaign finance practices 
and the potential exploitation of 
vulnerable people.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Billy House
This article gives readers a balanced 
treatment of data, context and potential 
ethical concerns and enhances public 
understanding of how lawmakers operate 
beyond the headlines.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Shea Vance
This article skillfully highlights the 
growing influence of young and first-
time voters and draws on data, expert 
commentary, and vivid examples from 
Mamdani’s Democratic mayoral 
primary win.

Historical Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
RiverheadLOCAL
Riverhead
Alek Lewis and Denise Civiletti
This was both a timely piece and a 
compelling story. Nicely written and 
well crafted.

SECOND PLACE
Village Star-Revue
Brooklyn
Phyllis Eckhaus
Very interesting story. Well written and 
interesting read.

THIRD PLACE
Village Star-Revue
Brooklyn
Michele Herman
Good information presented in a reader-
friendly way.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Ridgewood Times 
and Times Newsweekly
Flushing
Patrick Stachniak
Another home run for this publication 
for its history and public service. Enjoyed 
this piece slightly more than the previous 
one. Wish I had millions of dollars to put 
an end to this madness.  Very descriptive 
through and through. 
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est  Editorial  Page, 2025BB
FIRST PLACE
TIMES UNION

“Excellent Perspective section. Great topics; variety of views. Balanced. Good job. Keep it up!”

SECOND PLACE
JIM HARMON and YOLANDA RIOS, NASSAU HERALD

“This was a close second. The editorial writer is excellent. ”

THIRD PLACE
PETER C. MASTROSIMONE and GREGG COHEN, QUEENS CHRONICLE

“Straight and to-the-point editorials. A pleasure to read these amid lots of letters. Good job!”

PERSPECTIVE
TIMESUNION.COM • SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2025 • SECTION D

Senior Editor for Opinion

Akum Norder

anorder@timesunion.com

Transform
ative, unpr

edictable,

unmoored from precedent:
The

first 100 days of Pre
sident Don

ald

J. Trump’s second
term have been

a study in extremes.

Since his in
auguration

on Jan.

20, he has
signed more than 12

0

executive o
rders, initi

ated sweep-

ing cuts ac
ross federa

l agencies

and set plans in
motion to reshape

not just the
structure o

f govern-

ment but gov
ernment’s relati

on-

ship with the people
it serves. H

e

has also ch
allenged the ability

of

the courts
and Congress to

limit

presidentia
l power an

d has

brought th
e full force

of the feder
al

administration
to bear aga

inst

institution
s and groups of p

eople

he deems a threat to hi
s vision of

American life.

We asked you, the re
aders of th

e

Times Union, t
o share you

r obser-

vations on
Mr. Trump’s first 100

days, and
you responded.

Some of

you believe Pre
sident Tru

mp is

making diffic
ult but nec

essary

changes an
d are frustra

ted that

his efforts a
ren’t gettin

g more sup-

port. Other
readers wa

rn that Mr.

Trump’s America is not a place

they recogn
ize, where

might makes

right and chaos and
cruelty are

prized. Som
e disdain Congress’

silence but
are encour

aged by ju-

dicial effor
ts to maintain the rule

of law. Som
e draw hope from

the

power of ev
eryday Am

ericans to

fight for ch
ange, but f

ear we may

reach a point wher
e the guard

rails

cannot hol
d.

Across the
political sp

ectrum,

this holds t
rue: You care about

the

fate of our
country, an

d you are

bearing wi
tness.

A selection of reader
responses

follows.

Trump is doing a great job
in a

very difficult en
vironment. His

best moves have
been on immigra-

tion, resto
ring integrity in our mil-

itary, resto
ring our honor

in foreign

policy by stopping appeasem
ent

with our enemies, working toward

peace in Middle East
and Ukraine/

Russia, an
d most importantly

work-

ing on the subjec
t that no one has

the guts to
deal with: fraud,

waste

and abuse.

Trump needs add
itional tim

e and

our suppo
rt to repair our

economy,

which was anti-bu
siness, an

ti-ener-

gy and pro-regula
tion choking our

working people. M
erit and compe-

tency should be the bas
is of our

hiring and promotions, no
t any

other crite
ria.

He is trying
to restore sa

fety for

our childr
en since Bide

n was so

pro-criminal and anti-police
. I am

hoping and praying that those
peo-

ple and organizati
ons that a

re try-

ing to slow down his efforts
work

with him on compromises.

God bless Trum
p, his effo

rts and

the efforts
of all in his Cabine

t. I

fully support h
is efforts t

hrough

these diffi
cult times. Remember

what happe
ned to innocent p

eople

like Laken
Riley.

Dennis P. F
iegel

Loudonvi
lle

The Trumpists and
Christian

nationalis
ts are turn

ing the

United States into
a second-r

ate

power. Please
stop calling these

people con
servatives

. I am a conser-

vative; the
se people

are radica
ls

who are hell be
nt on weakening

our

country. Robert Ca
rle

Guilderla
nd

In the 1960s,
I was moved by

President
John Kennedy’

s words

“Ask not what your c
ountry can do

cy, but rat
her fans o

f political
power

so they can implement the con
serva-

tive agend
a (see Proj

ect 2025).
I am

ashamed of all the p
eople in the po-

litical middle who seem indifferen
t.

Trump, Republ
icans and

the

Heritage Fo
undation

are well

along in implementing a Viktor

Orbán style of au
thoritaria

n rule

in the United States. Re
publicans

in Congress
are unwilling to stand

up to Trump or are che
erleaders

in

the assau
lt on our democracy. Re

-

publicans
should be fleeing

their

party in droves if t
hey disagree

with this autho
ritarian shift, but

they are not. I
am ashamed of

them.
The Unite

d States has
dominated

the world stage sinc
e 1945 beca

use of

our libera
l democracy, ru

le of law

and immigration policies. T
he Unit-

ed States stoo
d against th

e Soviet

Union and promoted democracies

and human rights acro
ss the plan

et.

Did we get every
thing right? No,

we

messed up in some very big ways:

Iran in 1953, Vietn
amWar, Centra

l

America, and
just about

everythin
g

in the Middle East
. I love my coun-

try but ackno
wledge the b

ad we

have done
along with the good.

But Trum
p, Republ

icans and
the

Heritage Fo
undation

are willing to

throw away the aspect
s of this

country that have
made us a d

omi-

nant globa
l force sin

ce 1945. W
hy?

Are they heartless,
ignorant o

r cra-

ven? Most likely
some combination

of the thre
e.

The path forward looks very
grim

unless we all stand
up to Trump

and Republica
ns now.

Charles P
eterson

Moreau

Myfather was a Holocaust s
ur-

vivor. The
rest of his

family

didn’t leav
e Poland because th

ey

believed those peop
le were their

friends, an
d he was the onl

y surviv-

or.
Now we give this

monster the

leeway to allow convicted
crimi-

nals to run free and punish the

innocent
while we all stand

by and

do nothing. E
veryone w

ho supports

him, and even those who do noth-

ing, have
blood on their han

ds.

Lois Karhinen

Queensbur
y

Iwas impressed by how Presi-

dent Trum
p and his administra-

tion thumbed their nose
s at the

Constitut
ion on his first d

ay in

office. Also impressive w
as how

summarily the majority in the

House and
Senate for

feited their

role to uphold the rule o
f law after

250 years in a democratic re
public

with three co-e
qual bran

ches.

Most impressive,
though, h

as

been the uprisi
ng of a populatio

n

in resistance
and a courageou

s

torrent of
lawsuits in defense o

f

our rights
and our nation

.

It is notab
le that the

outrage

against D
OGE cuts and illegal ex-

tradition
of nonvio

lent peop
le to a

third country are unitin
g many

who now see that w
e hold more

decency and patriotism
in com-

mon than we do cultural d
iffer-

ence. We are near
ly all immigrants

or the chi
ldren (or grand

children)

of immigrants. W
e care abo

ut sci-

ence, rese
arch, edu

cation, he
althy

farms and honest bu
sinesses.

As Rep. Maxwell Frost o
f Florida

said in a town hall, “If yo
u’re here,

and you voted for Trump in the past

... I am sorry you were lied to, but

welcome to the team.”

Though I don’t ha
ve certain

ty

that we can make it thro
ugh 1,360

more days o
f destruct

ion, we must

show up in the street
s and do all

we can. I’m
all in for restru

cturing

what was an imperfect sy
stem, and

aiming for a more just, m
ore equi-

instead of working together f
or the

promised Golden Age.
John E. Olenik

Ballston Spa

The first 10
0 days is what I ex-

pected, on
ly worse. Espe

cially

egregious
is Trump’s racist

atti-

tude towards immigrants an
d ref-

ugees, his
poor unde

rstanding
of

economics leadin
g to damaging

tariffs, an
d his terrib

le policies

regarding
LGBTQ+ people.

I only hope that
those peo

ple

who voted for him, but who will be

negatively
affected by his poor

economics, will finally
understan

d

why they are hurtin
g and help flip

the House of R
epresenta

tives next

year. Albert De Salvo

Albany

Iam a climate activis
t and I am

outraged by the anti-en
vironment

actions ta
ken by Trump in just

three months. Glo
bal climate dis-

ruption has put us
between a giant

rock and a very hard place, but
too

few folks com
prehend the dire co

n-

sequences
of this cris

is. With a

president
who denies it, t

he situa-

tion becomes very bleak.

A few of the app
roximately 100

anti-envir
onment action

s Trump

has taken
are notabl

e. On day one

he removed the United
States from

the Paris A
ccord. He has worked to

boost dirt
y fossil fuel

s. He has ex-

tensively deregulate
d the EPA. The

slashing of the Nat
ional Oceanic

and Atmospheric A
dministration

is

very dangerous
. The estee

med au-

thors of th
e National

Climate As-

sessment, which is mandated by

Congress,
have been

dismissed. All

references
to climate change

have

been dashed by the federa
l govern-

ment.
It is very curious th

at Donald

Trump signed a full-page
New York

Times letter in
2009 urging then-

President
Obama to do all he cou

ld

to mitigate clim
ate change

. At that

time Trump felt that a
disrupted

climate was bad for his bu
siness. I

guess thin
gs can change.

With summer on the horizo
n, the

heat waves, fires
, storms and

droughts
will again assault hu

man-

ity. By choice our
president

will

offer minimal comfort and aid. Out-

rageous. Sally Courtrigh
t

Loudonvi
lle

Ihave
been astonished

by the level

of accepta
nce in this count

ry of

authoritar
ian rule. Cons

ervatives i
n

this count
ry are not fan

s of democra-

for you, a
sk what you can do for

your coun
try” to choose a career in

public ser
vice. I bel

ieved that gov-

ernment could
be a force for g

ood,

improving people’s l
ives, and

that

we really could bend the moral arc

of the uni
verse tow

ard justice.

Fortunate
ly, despite

our imperfec-

tions, we’ve had enough people of

goodwill paying
enough attention to

their bette
r angels fo

r 250 years to

justify those beli
efs.

Then Jan. 20 began the 100 days

that have
shocked me into realizing

what men of ill will, motivated by

ignorance
, arroganc

e, greed and

revenge, c
ould do when they had no

scruples.

These are
men with plans to de-

stroy every democratic pr
inciple

and institution
held dear, just

to

feed an insatiable
quest for p

ower

and treasure. I
t is an all-out ass

ault

to ensure on
e-party rule for th

e

foreseeabl
e future to

the sole ad
-

vantage of
the alread

y uber-wealthy.

While I inte
llectually

under-

stood warnings o
f rapid transi-

tions from
democracy to tyranny

that had occurred
elsewhere, I was

bowled over by the speed
and au-

dacity with which things un
folded

here. I fin
ally realized how fragile

democracies a
re, and what we

stand to lose if we don’t re
sist

quickly and resoundin
gly.

I am heartened
by the growing

groundsw
ell of opp

osition. I
also

realize th
at even if the perp

etra-

tors resig
ned tomorrow it would

take deca
des to undo the damage

already done. But
I retain hope

that we will succeed
. Hope is a

choice, no
t a guarantee

, and it de-

pends on
so many more of us

standing
up for what I had

thought t
his count

ry was all abo
ut.

I hope tha
t our foun

ders’ faith
in

We the Peopl
e is justifi

ed.
Paul Fisk

Latham

Radical; how
ever, well overdu

e

and needed for restru
cture.

Victoria Persichill
i

Albany

President D
onald J. Trump in his

first 100 days is do
ing exactly

what he said
he was going to do,

which is why he was elected
by 77

million people. Pr
omises made,

promises kept.
However, any clear-

thinking person understan
ds that

this is onl
y laying the groun

dwork

for plans t
o come to fruition (border

already done). Un
fortunatel

y, those

suffering
from Trump Derangement

Syndrome will continu
e to resist, to

the detrim
ent of the

entire cou
ntry,

Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images

YOUR VIEW

The first 1
00 days

Readers re
flect on how they seeA

merica chan
ging unde

r Presiden
t Trump’s leaders

hip,

and share thei
r hopes an

d fears for th
e future.
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We must protect our immigrantsT he current threat of deportation for many of Long Island’s immi-grants is unjust, unwise and cruel. Members of Pax Christi Long Island, representing the Catholic peace movement, urge our community to recognize the long tradition of Catho-lic social teaching that guides us to the command of Jesus in Mat-thew 25 that we “welcome the stranger.”
As a devout Jew, Jesus knew well the command of Leviticus 19:33-34: “When an alien resides with you in your land, do not mistreat such a one. You shall treat the alien who resides with you no different than the natives born among you …”Our belief in the dignity of the human person demands that we treat immi-grants with respect and rec-ognize their great contributions. But our nation imposes quotas and bureau-cracies that make legal immigration overwhelmingly difficult, and brands those who flee their troubled home-lands as “illegals.”At this time, our nation seems to be both shunning and relying on immi-grants. As a new surge of poisonous nativism creates fear among the immi-grant communities, Pope Francis has spoken clearly in a letter to American 

Catholic bishops:
“I have followed closely the major crisis that is taking place in the United States with the initiation of a program of mass deportations. The rightly formed conscience cannot fail to make a critical judgment and express its dis-agreement with any measure that tacit-ly or explicitly identifies the illegal status of some migrants with criminality. At the same time, one must recognize the right of a nation to defend itself and keep communities safe from those who have committed violent or serious crimes while in the country or prior to arrival. That said, the act of deporting people who in many cases have left their own land for reasons of extreme poverty, insecurity, exploitation, persecution or serious deterioration of the environ-ment, damages the dignity of many men and women, and of entire families, and places them in a state of particular vulnerability and defenselessness. . . . The true common good is promoted when society and government, with cre-ativity and strict respect for the rights of all — as I have affirmed on numer-ous occasions — welcomes, protects, promotes and integrates the most frag-ile, unprotected and vulnerable.”

As Long Island residents, we have deep connections with the immigrant community. They are family members, friends, classmates, neighbors and co-workers. Our decades of experience show that most immigrants are hard-working and law-abiding. The Immigra-tion Research Institute reports that immigrants account for 22 percent of Long Island’s eco-nomic output. Across New York state, undocumented immigrants contribute $1.1 billion in state and local taxes.
We value and respect local law enforcement officers. We remind them that enforcing federal policy on immigrants is the responsibility of the federal government. We urge local law enforcement to refrain from collaboration with federal immigration agencies, such as Immigration and Cus-toms Enforcement, unless a person is detained because of a criminal act or has a criminal record. We also remind local law enforcement that:

 ■ No one can enter a private dwelling unless they have a warrant signed by a judge. An administrative order signed by ICE does not meet legal criteria for entering a private dwelling.
 ■ Hospitals, schools, and places of wor-

ship have always been respected as places of refuge. No law enforcement agency should be allowed to violate those spaces without probable cause. ■ People reporting crimes should not be forced to prove their identity before they are helped. This is especially true in cases of domestic violence.
■  Minors should not be intimidated or questioned unnecessarily; rather, they should be protected.

Pax Christi Long Island stands with our immigrant community because it’s the right thing to do. We acknowledge their sizable contribution to the health and welfare of Long Island. We ask all Long Islanders to embrace and protect them nonviolently from injustice and abuse. We hope to remain true to our religious tradition and the univer-sal standard of decency, by treating all people the way we would like to be treated.

Pax Christi Long Island members Sister Mary Beth Moore and Sister Evelyn Lamoureux are Catholic nuns who have worked with immigrants for decades. Pax Christi Long Island can be contacted at catholic peaceli@gmail.com.

opinionsThe LOCAL Act: a lifeline for L.I.’s small businessess mall businesses are the back-bone of Long Island, fueling local economies and creating jobs.
But despite their vital role in empow-ering Long Islanders and enhancing local main streets, small businesses are struggling. Count-less mom-and-pop shops are still 

reeling from the economic fallout of the coronavi-rus pandemic, 
and small-busi-ness owners are grappling with inflation and fac-ing fierce compe-tition from corpo-rate giants with massive market-ing budgets.Last month I took a major step to sup-port Long Island’s small-business com-munity by introducing the Lift Our Communities, Advertise Locally, or LOCAL, Act in the State Senate. The LOCAL Act, which was also introduced in the Assembly by member Jen Luns-

ford, would establish a tax credit for small businesses to promote their goods, products and services in local media outlets, from print and digital to televi-sion and radio.
The goal of the LOCAL Act is simple yet powerful: to help small businesses stretch their marketing dollars while connecting with their most important audience, their neighbors.The LOCAL Act would level the playing field for Long Island’s small busi-nesses by making market-ing more affordable. It would also support local news outlets, which pro-vide the journalism our communities rely on but that are struggling to stay afloat. As advertising revenue shrinks, more newsrooms are being forced to cut staff or shut down altogether, leaving neighborhoods without the local report-ing they count on. The LOCAL Act directly addresses this issue head-on by encouraging small businesses to invest in these news outlets, providing a mutu-ally beneficial lifeline for economic 

growth.
When small businesses thrive, so do their communities. The LOCAL Act would focus on supporting any business with 10 or fewer employees as well as minority-, woman- and veteran-owned businesses of any size. For many owners of these businesses, the ability to advertise affordably in trusted, community-driven platforms like local news-papers would be a game-changer. Local media out-lets are well positioned to connect businesses with their neighbors and loyal customers who are eager to shop locally and uplift their commu-nities.

Small businesses do more than drive economic growth — they strengthen the neighborhoods they serve, sponsor local initiatives and reflect the cultural iden-tity of their communities. For this rea-son, The LOCAL Act has already gar-nered strong support from business groups across Long Island and the state, including the Long Island Association, 

the Long Island African American Chamber of Commerce, the National Federation of Independent Business and the thousands of small businesses each organization represents, as well as the more than 200 newspapers that make up the Empire State Local News Coalition. This is a testament to the urgency and importance of this legisla-tion.
The LOCAL Act is a clear benefit for all New Yorkers. It’s a chance to make sure every dollar invested in marketing can help Long Island foster a vibrant economic environment where small businesses can grow and communities can prosper.

State legislators have a real chance to invest in solutions that make a differ-ence for businesses and local economies across New York this year. By working alongside the Long Island business and local news community to pass this transformative bill, we will empower small businesses, uplift local journalism and create stronger, more vibrant com-munities for generations to come.
Monica Martinez represents the 4th State Senate District.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
      Let’s avoid tragedy

Dear Editor:
We hear and see the news stories of vehicles careening through crowds of pedestrians. Sometimes it’s an accident, sometimes an act of terrorism. Can it happen in Maspeth? The answer is yes.
Maspeth Memorial Park, at Grand Avenue and 69th Street, is where the Maspeth commu-nity comes together to honor our veterans, to mourn those who died on 9/11 and to welcome Santa Claus at Christmastime. These events can attract hundreds of people.
The intersection of Grand Avenue and 69th Street has been noted as the most dangerous corner in Maspeth, with the most accidents. In the past we have seen a trailer truck mount the curb and demolish the bus stop and a car lose control, flatten a park bench and slam into the wrought-iron fencing of the memorial.

When the park was remodeled it included benches, trees and brickwork but no bollards. Bollards were installed across Grand Avenue at the traffic island that has the sign for upcoming community events. That was a good idea, to give pedestrians a safe place to stand while crossing.
Since 1988, there have been many efforts to have bollards installed around the park. These included letters and calls to our elected offi-cials, community board meetings and requests 

to the NYC Department of Transportation, all to no avail.
Will it take a tragedy before city officials feel bollards are needed? I hope not. 

Richard Polgar 
Maspeth

Bus redesign is no good
Dear Editor:

The MTA Queens bus route redesign is not a wonderful, great plan. While some lines are staying the same or even being extended, there are others being cut into two routes.
Our borough president, Donovan Richards, called the plan a victory for commuters. I beg to differ with you, Mr. Borough President. People are going to be inconvenienced and have to walk up to four blocks to get their bus if their stop was removed. 
Needless to say seniors and handicapped people will be affected the most. I attended the July 24 MTA meeting at Borough Hall, where hundreds of people showed up. The common concern voiced by at least one-third of the peo-

ple was the extra walking to the stops by seniors and people with disabilities.
As Mr. Charlton D’Souza of Passengers United said in the Chronicle, the MTA wants to eliminate 1,800 bus stops in Queens alone (“MTA passes Queens bus redesign plan,” Jan. 30). The MTA claims it will save time with two fewer stops, but it is only saving 20 seconds a stop. I believe that won’t save any time because the same people who will not be getting on at their old stop will be getting on at their new stop. Therefore, no difference.

In conclusion, it’s a shame that Borough President Richards is going along with it.  
John Lynch

Middle Village

Litter basket needed
Dear Editor:

Since I moved to Rego Park in the 1980s, I have been an enthusiastic reader of your weekly newspaper and noticed that complaints that citi-zens have are finally listened to if they come through the Queens Chronicle.
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EDITORIAL     AGEP
       Is this time the charm in LIC?Like happy couples who’ve taken romantic strolls on Valentine’s Day and enjoyed the views of Manhattan, we have such fond memories of the East River waterfront in Long Island City.We remember 2017, when the city designated the firms TF Cornerstone and Greenpoint Manufacturing to turn two ugly lots on 44th Drive into a sparkling new development with 1,000 homes, 400,000 square feet of office space for tech, arts and design firms, light industrial space, a performing arts training facil-ity, school, park and more. It never happened.We remember late 2017, when the venerable LIC company Plaxall proposed rezoning the area around Anable Basin — somehow not interfering with the TF Cornerstone plan — with the goal of building 4,995 mixed-income housing units and 335,000 square feet of space for production and light industrial uses over 15 years or so. It never happened — though we did end up, eventually, with the awesomeness of LIC Cul-ture Lab on part of the site. So that’s a silver lining.We remember 2018, when online retail and technol-ogy giant Amazon chose the same area to build a 

major complex, promising, over time, 25,000 jobs and $30 billion in taxes, in exchange for about $3 billion in incentives, for a net gain to the city and state of $27 billion. And of course we remember Valentine’s Day 2019, six years ago tomorrow, when Amazon pulled the plug. Ornery politicians, who just didn’t under-stand that 30-3=27, were a big part of the reason.We remember later 2019, when the city got TF Cor-nerstone, Simon Baron Development, L&L MAG and, eventually, Plaxall to band together on a new redevelopment plan for the area, branded YourLIC.Take one guess as to whether that ever happened.Nope. The city put too many demands on the firms.And now come new plans from the bureaucracy. A rezoning process, One LIC, is underway. And the city is seeking “expressions of interest” in developing the same rundown spots that have been targeted all along.Expressions of interest? People are interested! The city and anti-capitalist pols and activists just need to get out of the way this time so something can be done.But two things: Don’t build on Lake Vernon. It begs to be a park. And keep LIC Culture Lab going!

Gov. Hochul is right. It’s 
a disgrace that Con 
Edison is trying to raise 

electric rates 11.4 percent and 
gas rates 13.3 percent in one 
year. We applaud the governor 
for advising the Public Service 
Commission to deny the pro-
posal and tell Con Ed to go back 
to the drawing board.

Declaring that the cost of liv-
ing “is too damn high” (Jimmy 
McMillan should get royalties 
every time someone says that), 
and that “New Yorkers need 
more money in their pockets,” 
Hochul did not just tell the PSC 
to turn down Con Ed’s propos-
al. She also directed the 
Department of Public Service 
to conduct a statewide audit of 

utility company salaries and 
compensation. Boom! That 
report should be a fun read.

Of course, Hochul left out a 
couple things, such as how the 
green energy policies she and 
her allies have pursued for 
years are a big part of the rea-
son Con Ed’s costs are up. Or 
that she just reached into New 
Yorkers’ pockets big time by 
enacting congestion pricing.

The city and state can’t keep 
driving people away to lower-
cost locales, not if New York is 
to remain a powerhouse. Hold-
ing Con Ed’s price hikes to near 
the rate of inflation would go a 
long way toward keeping the 
cost of living in the city from 
becoming, well, too damn high.

Cut Con Ed’s rate hikes
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xcellence AwardsEE
THIRD PLACE
City & State
New York
Annie McDonough
Fun story that takes the reader inside 
political campaigns and the nuanced 
issues around the use of AI. Piece 
includes lots of voices and is well-told.

Feature Story - News

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Adirondack Explorer
Saranac Lake
Tim Rowland
From a futuristic farm, to federal 
indictments and a president, this story 
was entertaining and compelling. I also 
appreciated the reporter’s insight of the 
interactions with such an interesting 
character.

SECOND PLACE
Adirondack Explorer
Saranac Lake
David Escobar
Engaging and thoughtfully written.  
Feels close to first place. 

THIRD PLACE
New Pine Plains Herald
Pine Plains
Patrick Grego
This one stuck with me. Great voice, felt 
like it was one step away from something 
bigger.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Rochester Business Journal
Rochester
Kevin Oklobzija
This story carried a nice balance between 
history, family connection and an iconic 
building in the community.

SECOND PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Daniela Rynott and Martin Wilbur
Really well done. Engaging and executed 
with a clear sense of purpose.

THIRD PLACE
The Palladium Times
Oswego
Lauren Royce
This piece was very easy to connect with. 
A job well done.

D I V I S I O N  3

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Michelle Trauring
This was a a well reported, moving story 
that captured the family’s pain and 
humanity. Well done on sharing their 
story without exploiting tragedy.

SECOND PLACE
The Suffolk Times
Mattituck
Amanda Olsen
Thoroughly reported story you could tell 
took in depth research and interviews.

THIRD PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Steven Zaitz
Well done!

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Becca Tucker
So many feelings evoked by this excellent 
piece.

SECOND PLACE
The Ridgewood Times 
and Times Newsweekly
Flushing
Patrick Stachniak
Effective writing, stirred up anger.

THIRD PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Kirstyn Brendlen
One of those stories that you’re glad 
someone thought of writing. This writers 
has good ideas.

D I V I S I O N  5

FIRST PLACE
The Post-Star
Glens Falls
Alex Portal
Well-written piece that holds the reader’s 
interest throughout. I thought it was 
well organized. Alex Portal did a nice job 
of localizing a large issue and bringing 
readers of his community close to it.

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Mayra Kalaora
I really liked the angle Mayra Kalaora 
took on this story. She did a great job 
of telling the story of graduation from 
different perspectives and you could 
almost hear how proud and excited both 
the graduates and their parents were.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Jessica Maricevic
I enjoyed how well Jessica Maricevic 
localized the funding issue. She b in 
enough agencies to show how impactful 
the cuts are to the organizations. It 
definitely brought attention to how 
a national issue trickles down to her 
community.

D I V I S I O N  6

FIRST PLACE
Long Island Press
Flushing
Isabella Reilly
A deeply reported, compassionate 
narrative blending tragedy, context and 
accountability, written with clarity, 
restraint and emotional power 
throughout, and balance.

SECOND PLACE
Long Island Press
Flushing
Nicole Formisano
Powerful reporting that blends advocacy, 
context and accountability, transforming 
personal tragedy into a impactful 
examination of systemic failure. 
Beautifully written.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Courier
Flushing
Shane O’Brien
Thorough, immersive reporting that 
humanizes policy through vivid scenes, 
strong sourcing and excellent storytelling.

D I V I S I O N  7

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Wendy Liberatore
Vivid storytelling and strong quotes 
recreate what unfolded during that tragic 
event. Excellent reporting.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Maria M. Silva
A beautifully written piece that is 
especially poignant in these past few 
months. It’s nice to know this camp 
exists to provide migrant kids a place 
they can feel safe and supported.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
Strong, detailed interview puts the reader 
alongside Norma Nazario as she gets 
the worst news a parent can receive. This 
story also casts a light on this dangerous 
“subway surfing” trend.

Feature Story - Lifestyle, 
Human Interest or 
Personality Profile

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
New Pine Plains Herald
Pine Plains
Patrick Grego
During a time when politics so deeply 
divide at the upper levels of government, 
it is refreshing to read this profile of a 
beloved local elected official who listened 
to and worked for all constituents.

SECOND PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Emily Sachar
An unconventional and creative way 
to report a tragedy that is local to New 
York: instead of focusing on the pending 
criminal charges of a sleeping driver who 
hit and killed a pedestrian, the writer 
wrote a profile on the short life of the 
victim, going so far as to travel to her 
hometown in Vietnam to capture many 
of the voices of the people who loved her. 
A way to inject humanity and emotion 
into what could otherwise be just a 
“news” story about a crime by combining 
a post-mortem profile with human 
interest.

Religion Story   (CON’T.)

THIRD PLACE
Warwick Advertiser
Chester
Bob Quinn
This was a pretty special story to read. 
The use of past and current photos make 
the story even more compelling. The 
creation of a christening gown made 
from a World War II parachute, and all 
of the lives it has touched since July 1947, 
is remarkable. The number of children to 
be baptized in this gown, made from the 
silk parachute, is a true family tradition; 
one that bridges the past to the present.

Best Diversity Story

FIRST PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Becca Tucker
An enlightening insight into the 
difficulties of being in a family of 
undocumented immigrants at a time 
of increased enforcement. The military 
enlistment angle goes into an often 
underdiscussed aspect of the subjects, 
especially with its connection to the 
dream of citizenship and challenges 
people will put up with to achieve it.

SECOND PLACE
The Post-Star
Glens Falls
Lisa Reider
Great story covering the journey of a 
trans man coming out to his family 
and community, as well as discussing 
how a local LGBTQIA+ community 
empowers its members.

THIRD PLACE
Suffolk County News
Patchogue
Connor Patton
A neat look into the history of a 
community tradition rooted in fighting 
bigotry, with consideration for its 
changing role from a protest to an annual 
event.

Technology Story

FIRST PLACE
New York Focus
Brooklyn
Zachary Groz
In-depth and dogged reporting on 
the topical and important issue of 
surveillance that may otherwise not have 
been brought to light. This piece also 
clearly explained a complex issue. Very 
well done.

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Juliet Rotondo
Relatable and well-sourced story that 
delves into a vital issue of our time from 
the educators’ perspective.



172 0 2 5  B e t t e r  N e w s p a p e r  C o n t e s t

est  Real  Estate / Home Section, 2025BB
FIRST PLACE

PORT WASHINGTON NEWS
“Excellent use of content to keep readers past just a real estate section, 

but an overall Real Estate product. Clean and well organized.”

SECOND PLACE
NEWSDAY

“Nice touch to bring the topic alive instead of just prices and land.”

THIRD PLACE
ADIRONDACK DAILY ENTERPRISE

“Beautifully done edition, grabs all the best in a Real Estate Section.”

A SCHNEPS MEDIA LONG ISLAND PUBLICATION  • SEPTEMBER, 2025

Gold Coast Real Estate & Luxury Living

• Luxury home sales surging

• Real estate roundtable

• Suburban native gardens

107 Bayview Road, Plandome Manor is represented by  

Traci Conway Clinton and Parsa Samii of Compass

GO FISH
MIDDLE ISLAND

$2.15MMelville house comes
with 3 ponds full of koi, goldfish C5

Landlocked community closeto shopping, natural beauty C12
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A row of stores and rentals sits alongside the Farmingdale LIRR station.
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xcellence AwardsEE
Feature Story - Lifestyle, 
Human Interest or 
Personality Profile   (CON’T.)

THIRD PLACE
The Examiner
Mount Kisco
Toby Rosewater
There is surprising depth in the 
combination of architecture, celebrity, 
and history found within this profile of 
a long life from “an eager 19-year-old 
reporting intern.” The author’s youth 
alongside his subject’s 101 years sets 
up an intergenerational juxtaposition 
that elevates and causes the reader 
further contemplation about the time 
we find ourselves in and what we long 
for. The author ends with a quote from 
his subject, but before that, the author’s 
own last line rings loudly: “... to spend 
an afternoon with Roland Reisley, who 
once exchanged handwritten letters with 
[Frank Lloyd] Wright the way I swap 
text messages with friends, is to touch a 
now-vanishing thread that connects us 
to a more idealistic — if equally flawed 
— version of our national story.”

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
City & State
New York
Sophie Krichevsky
Powerful writing from start to finish. 
Incredibly compelling storytelling. 
Wonderful example of a personality 
profile for sure!

SECOND PLACE
City & State
New York
Holly Pretsky
Spectacular piece. Impressed with how 
well it was reported and presented. 
Top-notch journalism on display here.

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Western Edition
Westhampton Beach
Desirée Keegan
That was terrific! Wonderfully told 
story about a special person. Beautifully 
written.

D I V I S I O N  3

FIRST PLACE
The Suffolk Times
Mattituck
Amy Zavatto
A home run. Written very well, with 
great images.

SECOND PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Michelle Trauring
A story that sticks with you. I want to go 
back there with her next time.

THIRD PLACE
The Suffolk Times
Mattituck
Christine Sampson
Really liked this. Interesting and 
approachable.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
The Rockaway Times
Rockaway Park
Katie McFadden
A touching and inspiring story about 
the triumph of the human spirit!

SECOND PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Kirstyn Brendlen
A beautiful, well-sourced story about 
something very important in our current 
times.

THIRD PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Becca Tucker
A powerful story about the real people 
behind the headlines.

D I V I S I O N  5

FIRST PLACE
Queens Ledger
Maspeth
Mohamed Farghaly
I am a huge lover of World’s Fair history, 
and a lot of my time has been spent 
around Chicago and St. Louis, so this 
piece really spoke to me. I appreciated 
the historic information about the 
structures, and the weaving of the 
woman’s past and her current role in 
the restoration.

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Beth Levine
What a truly small world — It was really 
great that there were living relatives able 
to talk about the past with the house, as 
it would seem an article like this wouldn’t 
be able to include those anecdotes. 
Hopefully they bring back the festibal/
feast for the Saint!

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Eileen O’Connor
I really enjoyed that this article featured 
the story about the business but also the 
people she is helping, without it feeling 
overly politically correct. Subjects like 
these can be tricky, but the writer did an 
excellent job navigating what some may 
have a hard time with.

D I V I S I O N  6

FIRST PLACE
Bronx Free Press
New York
Jason Gonzalez
This piece did a fantastic job bringing 
to light the qualities of a person who 
does what he does because he loves it 
and his community. The quotes from 
former students and family really hit it 
home that this is an engaged member of 
the community who will have a lasting 
impact on people long after he retires.

SECOND PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Stephanie G. Meditz
The Vietnam War is sadly still hardly 
covered in most public schools. We 
typically see the rehashing of the 
Revolutionary and Civil Wars, zip past 
WWI and then spend a ton of time on 
WWII before all of a sudden school is 
out for summer. This was a great piece 
filled with anecdotal information as well 
as the perseverance of these soldiers once 
they came home. I really appreciated 
learning about all of the gentlemen 
interviewed.

THIRD PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Marc Horowitz
I have never been to Long Island. This 
piece made me want to visit and explore 
all of the places listed. It also gave me 
great inspiration for our own magazine 
here in Michigan.

D I V I S I O N  7

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Steve Barnes
As a resident of the state of Michigan, 
I had no idea that buying a bottle of wine 
at the supermarket was an impossibility. I 
really appreciated the depth and breadth 
of this information. We still have our 
“party stores” here — our version of 
liquor stores — and they are just as busy 
as ever despite being able to get every 
type of booze you can think of at the 
grocery. This was really great insight 
into how other states in the union are 
run, and makes me want to dig deep 
into the legislation here that had us go 
from Package Liquor Stores to basic 
availability almost everywhere.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Erica Marcus
This was more of an interesting piece 
than I thought it was going to be. The 
writing had great cadence and the photos 
were mouthwatering. My boyfriend 
raises cattle in Oklahoma, so now I’m 
curious if making his own pastrami is 
anything he’s ever considered.

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Rick Marshall
This was a really fun read, and it’s nice 
to see grown men able to have fun with 
one another and reclaim some of their 
youth... and pass on the love of a great 
rock and roll band to their friends and 
family. The pictures helped tell the story 
and it’s amazing to think about what 
goes on behind the scenes for some of 
these more theatrical shows.

Spot News Coverage

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Citizen
Auburn
Robert Harding
The Citizen’s work on this story, while 
it may be seen as outside the line of 
what we think of as “spot news,” is 
outstanding. We get five days worth of 
spot news on this story, starting from 
the start of the strike itself, going on to 
assess the impact of the strike on inmates 
and their families, and finally concluding 
with the resolution. The photography 
captures a lot of the emotions around the 
strike. I found the coverage riveting. Well 
done!

SECOND PLACE
The Red Hook Star-Revue
Brooklyn
George Fiala
Terrific work by the photographer 
George Fiala. He gives us a blow-by-
blow account of how the fire unfolded, 
the efforts to fight it and the impact it 
had on the building’s tenants.

THIRD PLACE
The East Hampton Press
Southampton
Michael Wright
Solid reporting, weaving in the details 
of the crash and court proceeding with 
the real-world impact of the crash on 
artisans’ livelihoods.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Warwick Advertiser
Chester
Becca Tucker
Kudos to Becca Tucker for her work 
on this story! Becca humanizes the 
challenges that grandparents face in 
raising their grandchildren as well as 
the success stories. This is the type of 
journalism that gets people to think —
and maybe advocate for more support for 
grandparents that are in these situations. 
Great work!

SECOND PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
David Ambro
Photography on this story is top-notch, 
capturing scenes as firefighters continued 
to bring the blame under control. 
Writing not only captured the basic facts 
but also detailed assistance of other fire 
departments at the scene.

THIRD PLACE
The Chronicle (Goshen)
Chester
Bryan Fumagalli
Tight writing - a lot of detail in a short 
amount of space. Well-done!



192 0 2 5  B e t t e r  N e w s p a p e r  C o n t e s t

est  Sports Action Photo, 2025BB
FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 1

RON ESPOSITO, SOUTHAMPTON PRESS - WESTERN EDITION
“This is one of those photos that makes you feel as if you were at the event. 

The spraying sand, concentration and movement of the athletes and spectators 
watching intently all add up to a story in one frame.”

FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 2
TODD FALASCO,  THE NORTHPORT OBSERVER

“Great moment. The crop of the defender No. 5 is a bit aggressive but it does help bring the focus down to the receiver.”

FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 4
THOMAS A. FERRARA, NEWSDAY

“Photos of pitchers can get monotonous to the point where they all sort of look the same. 
This is very unique. The frozen drops make for a really striking composition.”
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xcellence AwardsEE
Spot News Coverage   (CON’T.)

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly, Dean Moses 
and Shane O’Brien
Solid and comprehensive coverage 
of ICE’s enforcement action on 
Canal Street from a variety of angles. 
Photography captured the wide range of 
emotions from the scene. Given the risks 
journalists face now when covering any 
action by ICE, this is outstanding work.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Ethan Stark-Miller and Dean Moses
Coverage puts you right in the center of 
what happened, between the narrative 
and the photography. Great detail in 
depicting how the protest unfolded and 
subsequent arrest.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses, Emily Davenport, 
Shea Vance and Robert Pozarycki
Great teamwork by the reporters on this 
story. Being the first to break the story 
is one thing but to do it with the level 
of detail that was captured - good work! 
Photography caught so many of the 
emotions, ranging from panic among 
people near the shooting scene to the 
somber moment with the mayor and 
commissioner.

News Story

D I V I S I O N  1
FIRST PLACE
The Examiner
Mount Kisco
Toby Rosewater
Journalism is at its best when it tells the 
story of those who cannot. Good work 
handling this heartbreaking situation. 
Shining a good light on government is 
your newspaper’s calling.

SECOND PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Jeff Morris
A tough event to cover, but the reporter 
did it well, keeping to the facts without 
editorializing. Good work.

THIRD PLACE
The River Reporter
Narrowsburg
Liam Mayo
Good investigative work probably got a 
potential advertiser mad. But the story, 
and issues, stand on their own merit.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Rosie Newmark
This is really detailed for a breaking news 
post about what is essentially a drug 
arrest. You can tell the reporter went 
above and beyond finding more than 
just details shared by police.

D I V I S I O N  5

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly and Manuela Moreyra
Oftentimes, we remember what 
happened, but it’s interesting to get the 
first-hand story.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
This story harkens me back to the 
stereotypical press story about “golden” 
toilet seats.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Isabella Gallo
Oftentimes attorneys get a bad rap.
In this case, prisoners allege that their 
attorneys have been prevented from 
speaking with their clients.
This is a big deal as everyone should have 
the right to access counsel.

Online Breaking News

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Ithaca Voice
Ithaca
Judy Lucas and Megan Zerez
This was a fast, high‑impact scoop with 
clear national significance and ongoing 
consequences. The staff broke a complex 
story while shorthanded and off‑site, 
using deep sourcing to quickly frame not 
just the deportation risk, but the larger 
stakes around campus protest, federal 
policy, and Cornell’s federal funding.

SECOND PLACE
Sea Cliff/Glen Head Herald
Garden City
Luke Feeney and Will Sheeline
The reporters not only identified Robert 
Ehrlich first as the person behind the 
attempted power grab, but also landed 
the first on‑the‑record, exclusive 
interview with him and posted it online 
before state, national, and international 
outlets followed. Excellent use of 
community trust and source relationships 
to turn a chaotic, somewhat bizarre local 
power struggle into a clear, timely story.

THIRD PLACE
The News-Review
Mattituck
Angela Colangelo
This is a delightful, well‑reported feature 
that shows excellent use of video, reels, 
and audio, and it clearly resonated widely, 
being picked up by CBS, the New York 
Post, Smithsonian, AP, and the New 
York Times. The story itself is rich with 
local detail and expert sourcing about 
the bird, why it matters, and how the 
birding community works. And its local 
urgency is clear—residents would notice 
the crowds and lines of cars. An excellent 
piece of digital storytelling that reminds 
us that not every breaking news story is 
a crisis.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses, Robert Pozarycki 
and Emily Davenport
From strong writing and vivid photos to 
clear and consistent updates—including 
email blasts, social posts, and regular 
updates to the site and story—Emily 
Davenport, Dean Moses, and Robert 
Pozarycki met their audience where they 
were at a time when they needed the 
local press most. High praise for bringing 
their best work to a tragic and important 
story.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
More than any other form of media, 
our local news captures and records 
in history the moments that make us 
a community. This story could have 
been covered by the fanciest national 
news outlets, but they could never have 
embodied the relief and celebration that 
came from this teen’s release like Adam 
Daly’s story and Lloyd Mitchell’s photos 
did.

THIRD PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Timothy Bolger
A combination of strong storytelling and 
vivid imagery links a community’s urgent 
moments through time as only a local 
news outlet can.

Best News or Feature Series

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Emily Sachar
Reporting that should make a difference 
in state law that will protect children. 
This is why you get into this profession.

SECOND PLACE
Watertown Daily Times
Watertown
Alex Gault
Outstanding coverage of a prison strike, 
covered fairly and thoroughly from all 
angles.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
Isabella Gallo
The plight of good people must be told. 
This student’s story clearly is one that is 
not uncommon in our world. Shedding 
a light on government actions is the best 
use of community journalism. A most 
worthy winner of this contest.

SECOND PLACE
The East Hampton Press
Southampton
Michael Wright
Interesting story that took some 
investigative work on the part of the 
writer. The story took the reader back to 
the day of the crime.

THIRD PLACE
The Red Hook Star-Revue
Brooklyn
Eric Newstrom
Great opening line led to an interesting 
story. Truly, everyone is upset and what is 
going on.

D I V I S I O N  3

FIRST PLACE
Watertown Daily Times
Watertown
Alec Johnson
A compelling, elegantly reported 
piece that lets detail and restraint tell 
a haunting story of Egbert J. Dees’ 
unfinished passage.

SECOND PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Kirstyn Brendlen
Accountability journalism that connects 
corruption allegations to concrete policy 
outcomes, while sharply interrogating 
political power.

THIRD PLACE
The Wave
Maspeth
John Schilling
Clear, well-sourced accountability 
reporting that methodically lays out 
timelines, funding gaps and community 
impact.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Long Island Press
Flushing
Nicole Formisano
This is a heck of a follow-up to what 
could’ve been a moment in a press 
conference that was dismissed and 
forgotten about. To circle back and get 
Santos on the record was awesome. 
Additionally, the story is emotionally told 
and compelling.

SECOND PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Rosie Newmark and Camille Botello
The details of this case are startling, 
and it’s impressive how the reporter 
unearthed them.
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FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 1
WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES

“Compelling content well-displayed. These aren’t quick superficial hits. 
These front pages offer depth and breadth so that readers don’t just know what’s going on, they understand it. ”

FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 2
AMNEWYORK METRO

“Strong, unflinching presentation. No distraction from those powerful stories. Excellent.”
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In ‘detention alley,’ a small town 

benefits from a big ICE facility

By CRAIG FOX

cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — The City 

Council will vote Monday 

night on a 2025-26 fiscal plan 

after talking about it during 

five meetings, two budget 

hearings and spending many 

hours to get the tax rate in-

crease down to single digits.

As a result of a final meeting 

on May 22, city property own-

ers can now expect a 9.21% tax 

rate increase.

Councilman Robert O. Kim-

ball expects his colleagues to 

pass the budget on Monday 

night, saying that the council 

changed what they could.

“We went through it,” Kim-

ball said. “We spent a lot of 

hours on it.”

Mayor Sarah V.C. Pierce 

said council members didn’t 

get everything they wanted 

in the final document, “but 

it achieves one of my goals: 

keeping the proposed tax rate 

increase below double digits.”

It would have been easier if 

it weren’t for a previous coun-

cil purchasing the former Wa-

tertown Golf Club for $3.4 mil-

lion and constructing a new 

pool for $4 million, she said.

In defending those deci-

sions, Councilwoman Lisa A. 

Ruggiero pointed out that the 

golf course is projected to only 

lose about $35,000 next year, 

down from about $259,000 

this past year. And that $35,000 

loss could be smaller if the 

city goes through with selling 

naming rights for the course’s 

18 holes, each for either $500 

or $1,000 next year, she said.

Stressing she doesn’t like 

“everything” in the budget, 

she’s satisfied that the public 

works department will look at 

adding commercial customers 

for trash pick up, not just resi-

dential home owners. 

Watertown  

City Council 

budget vote 

set Monday
After weeks of talks, tax  

rate increase at 9.21%

By ALEX GAULT

agault@wdt.net

The federal government has can-

celed billions of dollars in funding 

for clean energy and decarboniza-

tion projects across the nation, in-

cluding for a multi-million project 

to transition the Kraft-Heinz plant in 

Lowville off of fossil fuels. 

The Watertown Daily Times re-

ported in late April that the Depart-

ment of Energy under President 

Donald J. Trump was working on 

plans to cut green energy invest-

ments made by the previous ad-

ministration, based on leaked docu-

ments from inside the department. 

On Friday, the federal government 

made it official and withdrew $3.7 

billion in funding for 24 projects 

spanning the nation, including the 

$170 million set aside for the Kraft-

Heinz company to decarbonize 10 

production facilities. 

The company planned to use $22 

million to decarbonize its Lowville 

operation, removing natural gas-

fired equipment and replacing it 

with electric equipment fed from 

the grid. The money was awarded in 

November, meaning the company 

has only had access to the funding 

stream for about six months.

Of the 24 projects listed, only one 

other New York-based project had 

its funding pulled, a $15 million 

grant for Skyven Technologies in 

Medina, Orleans County. That proj-

ect was meant to help decarbonize 

an ethanol production facility in the 

western New York village. 

The Kraft project was pitched as a 

major development for the Lowville 

manufacturing plant, by bringing 

the facility up to next-gen specifica-

tions and creating more capacity. 

The Kraft-Heinz company’s North 

America president said when the 

money was announced last year 

that the project would create new 

local jobs, improve workforce train-

ing and protect the resources of the 

communities they operate in. 

The plan, relying on $170.9 mil-

lion in federal grants and $177.8 

million in Kraft-Heinz’s own mon-

ey, aimed to reduce CO2 emissions 

across the company’s U.S. presence 

by 99% from 2022 levels, with a goal 

of net-zero emissions by 2050. 

A spokesperson for Kraft shared 

this statement Friday night. 

“We are aware of the unilateral 

decision made by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy Office of Clean En-

ergy Demonstrations. While we will 

continue to evaluate this decision, 

it does not change our intention to 

continue investing in our 30 U.S. 

manufacturing facilities. Over the 

next approximately five years, we 

plan to invest $3 billion to modern-

ize our U.S. supply chain infrastruc-

ture. We will continue to drive ener-

gy efficiency projects forward as we 

make these investments.”

Kraft funds 

canceled as  

Energy Dept.  

cuts billions
Plans for Lowville among  

decarbonization projects  

impacted across country

By CHRIS BROCK

cbrock@wdt.net

Palliative nurse’s notes, Aug. 2, 2019: “Participated in Hospice meeting with patient. Seth (spouse), mother, 

father, bedside RN. Andrea from Hospice was on speakerphone. Discussed philosophy of Hospice and services 

they provide. Advised that by accepting Hospice, patients have a terminal diagnosis with less then six months 

to live. Patient was surprised by this, stating she would not qualify. Gina had several questions regarding can-

cer diagnosis, stating, ‘I don’t think I am terminal’ and unaware of staging/diagnosis .... Patient continues to 

repeat she is only 46 years old and would like to continue with a treatment as offered and hopefully start im-

munotherapy when able. Seth was in agreement and supportive.” — Book excerpt

WATERTOWN —  Eugenia Mancini Horan opens the front door of her 

parent’s home on outer Bradley Street to welcome a visitor, this writer, 

who tells her that from what he’s read about her, she looks amazing.

“Your reaction is much like when I go to a new doctor and they open the door and are like, ‘I was expecting 

someone deader,’” she says, laughing.

Eugenia (“Gina”)  has crawled, bled, begged, argued, rejoiced and has been mocked through the ravages 

of stage 4 cancer. 

It is simply amazing, a miracle some say, that she is alive and cancer free.

She recounts her 2019 cancer journey in the self-published, “The Dead 

Girl’s Guide to Terminal Cancer: A True Tale of Anxiety, Horror & Hope.” 

It’s been the number one best seller on Amazon’s lung cancer category for 

several weeks. 

Eugenia Mancini Horan and her husband, Seth, at her parents’ home on outer Bradley 

Street, Watertown. Chris Brock/Watertown Daily Times

“If we were to meet in 

January of 2019 and 

not again until January, 

2020, you wouldn’t 

know I had survived 

eight different death 

sentences,” Eugenia 

Mancini Horan writes 

on the back cover of her 

book. “You might think 

I took the year off, or 

had just returned from 

an extended vacation.” 

PanicInk

‘Dead Girl’ fights  

cancer and more
Eugenia Mancini Horan lives to share her story

See BUDGET A4

WATERTOWN —  Eugenia Man-

cini Horan opens the front door of 

her parent’s home on outer Brad-

ley Street to welcome a visitor, 

this writer, who tells her that from 

what he’s read about her, she looks 

amazing.

“Your reaction is much like 

when I go to a new doctor and they 

open the door and are like, ‘I was 

expecting someone deader,’” she 

says, laughing.

Eugenia (“Gina”)  has crawled, 

bled, begged, argued, rejoiced and 

has been mocked through the rav-

ages of stage 4 cancer. 

It is simply amazing, a miracle 

some say, that she is alive and 

cancer free.

She recounts her 2019 cancer 

journey in the self-published, “The 

Dead Girl’s Guide to Terminal Can-

cer: A True Tale of Anxiety, Horror 

& Hope.” It’s been the number one 

best seller on Amazon’s lung can-

cer category for several weeks. 

By CHRIS BROCK

cbrock@wdt.net

See FIGHTER A4

Eugenia Mancini Horan on June 5, 2019, her first day 

of entering oncology and becoming a cancer patient. 

Submitted photo

A self-portrait taken by Eugenia Mancini Horan 

on Nov. 25 for her book. 
See KRAFT PLANT A7

Erie Canal 200
New York is throwing a summer-long party.  F1
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xcellence AwardsEE
Best News or Feature  
Series   (CON’T.)

THIRD PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Emily Sachar, Jack Whitman 
and Athan Yanos
Dogged reporting of an issue of 
community importance. This is what 
community journalism is about.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
North Country This Week
Potsdam
Jeff Chudzinski and Jimmy Lawton
A well-written series on a topic that is 
often not reported.

SECOND PLACE
Our Town East Side
Chester
Mike Oreskes, Gail Gregg, Keith J. 
Kelly and Garrett Owen
A solid series explaining the dangers 
of e-bikes and the lack of reporting on 
injuries.

THIRD PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
David Ambro and Tom Allegra
A nicely documented series on political 
protests.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Brendan J. Lyons
A well written series with depth of 
coverage, research, and follow up.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Adam Daly
A detailed series that reads well and 
covers the feedback from the community, 
developers, and others invested in the 
potential casinos.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses and Ethan Stark-Miller
A solid series that covers the policing 
crisis in depth with good interviews and 
numbers.

Headline Writing

FIRST PLACE
The Rockaway Times
Rockaway Park
Katie McFadden
McFadden’s headlines drew me in and 
made me want to read these stories.

SECOND PLACE
Adirondack Daily Enterprise
Saranac Lake
Aaron Marbone, Chris Gaige, 
Tori Marbone, Parker O’Brien 
and Grace McIntyre
Pretty “punny”!

THIRD PLACE
Bay News & Brooklyn Graphic
Brooklyn
Meaghan McGoldrick O’Neil 
and Leah Mitch
Well done.

Sports Feature

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
North Salem News
Mount Kisco
Carol Reif
Pickleball and principle: Debate over 
popular net game continues in North 
Salem. Classic job of reporting on this 
almost hard to fathom story. The story 
lays out the drama, covers both sides of 
the argument and surprises with some 
great quotes (“suck it up”). The story 
works because the reader can tell it wasn’t 
done over the phone. Carol was there – 
experienced the noise first-hand. Kudos 
for this type of coverage. 

SECOND PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
Christy Hinko
Bronx-born Mike Santana returns to 
New York for TNA Slammiversary 
Main Event at UBS Arena. 
I have to admit, the photo drew me in 
and made me want to register to read 
about this apparent maniac. What I 
found was the subject wasn’t a maniac 
at all – but real life, down-to-earth guy 
who happens to be in the wrestling/
entertainment industry. I like how the 
reporter lets the quotes tell the story 
(“ … man, I think that’s the hardest 
part”) and shows the passion of the 
subject. 

THIRD PLACE
PeekskillHerald.com
Peekskill
Jeffrey Merchan
Fuerza Melvin: Peekskill Soccer Captain 
Recovering After on-field injury”. Great 
lead to the story and effective use of the 
subheads to keep the story flowing. The 
subject gets to tell his story with quotes 
(“I really wanted to ball out this season”), 
which is rare these days in sports writing. 
I liked, too, how the writer worked in 
the donation angle, but came back to the 
soccer for the closing. 

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Eileen O’Connor
Well-written story about Victoria 
including her journey to overcoming 
physical challenges. It’s an inspiring story 
which the writer took the time telling.

SECOND PLACE
Queens Ledger
Maspeth
Noah Zimmerman
Remembering Paul Kontonis stood out 
as a well-written piece remembering who 
Paul was and the impact he had in soccer 
and the community.

THIRD PLACE
Bay News & Brooklyn Graphic
Brooklyn
Olivia Seaman
Descriptive and very visual. Fun story 
from the perspective of one of the fans 
and announcer/media relations on how 
the championship win was personal to 
them.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Mark Singelais
The introduction gives a vivid mental 
picture for the audience. The rest is well 
written, descriptive and shows the reader 
“the power of Liam” on the two rival 
teams.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Emily Davenport
Interesting and in depth in the piece as 
writer spent 48 hours with bull riders. 
Also asking a question many probably 
don’t think of - why are we hopping on 
bulls and why are we watching it?

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Joe Pantorno
Well written story telling the journey 
of Steven Matz as he returned to the 
mound in the post season.

Sports Coverage

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
Anthony Lifrieri and Tom Allegra
Terrific local coverage. The November 
issue was so strong with coverage of 
the state playoff football game, the 
state champion soccer teams and the 
gymnastics. Photography throughout 
captured so many emotions. Great work!

SECOND PLACE
Massapequa Post
Amityville
Greatly enjoyed the range of stories 
covered in this issue, from the longtime 
Hofstra soccer coach to the Ryder Cup 
volunteers. Well written and attractive 
layout, easy to read.

THIRD PLACE
The East Hampton Press
Southampton
Drew Budd, Desirée Keegan 
and Sara Mannino
Loved the coverage on Tom Brady 
opening his card shop as well as the story 
on the upset victory in the high school 
baseball tournament. Solid writing and 
artwork.

D I V I S I O N  3

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Tremendous high school sports section! 
I loved the variety of sports that were 
covered, the art work was incredible. 
Loved the inclusion of standings and box 
scores. Great feature on the Floral Park 
team honoring a child battling cancer.

SECOND PLACE
Daily Gazette
Schenectady
Drew Wemple
Drew Wemple’s work on this story 
is outstanding. He does a terrific job 
of covering the issues that led to the 
officials taking the steps they did, the 
real-world impact on the student-
athletes that were affected by the action, 
and finally the resolution that ended the 
dispute. Top notch work!

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Solid work on both of the sections. 
Loved the story on the transgender 
athlete. Puts a human face on one of the 
biggest hot-button issues in sports right 
now. The horse-racing coverage reflects 
how big a deal the sport is in that region. 
Great photography!

Best News Obituaries

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Adirondack Daily Enterprise
Saranac Lake
Aaron Marbone, Chris Gaige 
and Grace McIntyre
Just outstanding, compelling  obituaries 
that reflect both lives well lived as well 
as the communities in which they lived. 
Writing was beautiful as well.

SECOND PLACE
Gay City News
Brooklyn
Andy Humm
In a very competitive field, this obituary 
stood out by deftly telling the story of 
both a person and a movement.

THIRD PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Daniel Dunaief
When a monumental but controversial 
figures dies, a full and accurate obituary 
is always a challenge. Kudos for an 
excellent obituary that covered all the 
bases.
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ROCKVILLE CENTRE

est  Special  Section Cover, 2025BB
FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 1

JEFFREY NEGRIN, EAST MEADOW HERALD
“The layout is clean and bold. Good use of the isolated subjects placed center frame and the text is well balanced. Overall solid.”

FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 2
MARCIA THOMPSON, NEWSDAY

“Entry had the cleanest layout. Clear defined text to convey the internal content. 
Colors were given good contrast to the background image, which was placed 

with good balance to the layout as a whole. Overall, well balanced.”
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xcellence AwardsEE
Best News Obituaries   (CON’T.)

D I V I S I O N  3

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Steve Barnes
Sometimes the best obituaries, even 
nearly perfect ones like this one, are of 
people who have lived ordinary lives that 
impact their community. Spectacular 
piece of writing.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Barbara Russo-Lennon
Smart writing full of fascinating 
information made for an extraordinary 
obituary.

THIRD PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Robert Brodsky
This obituary goes to another level by 
putting Carolyn McCarthy’s life into 
context in a way that both humanizes her 
work and teaches us about our past.

Editorials

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Adirondack Explorer
Saranac Lake
Tracy Ormsbee
The Adirondack Explorer’s bold 
editorials frame problems rooted in the 
everyday, from watching a mountain 
bike race to using salt to keep roads safe. 
Moreover, the Explorer goes further 
to explore solutions, which creates a 
potentially tangible benefit to readers.

SECOND PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
In a moment when a news organization’s 
editorial voice could be used constantly 
to argue for democracy, decency and 
understanding, the Southampton Press 
gives readers reason to appreciate a local 
public servant with a case for gratitutde, 
spotlighting a public servant and the 
problem he is trying to solve.

THIRD PLACE
Nassau Herald
Garden City
Jeffrey Bessen, Jim Harmon 
and Zachary Richner
Three editorials delve into some of 
the troubling dangers of our time — 
unaddressed impacts of long covid; 
Meta abandoning moderators and the 
implications on civility and democracy; 
and harshness of the housing crisis. All 
are told with perspective and expertise.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Robert Pozarycki
This drumbeat of editorials shows 
dismaying gaps in pay and staffing 
challenges and what’s at stake. The pieces 
are well-timed for a mayoral election and 
a new administration.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Jay Jochnowitz
This strong collection of editorials 
advocates for vulnerable residents who 
have become targets, democracy and 
taxpayers.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Robert Pozarycki
Bold and effective editorials that 
demonstrate abuses of power and urge 
action.

Best Column

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Tom Clavin
Compelling stories. This columnist stood 
out among many worthy entries.

SECOND PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Brian PJ Cronin
An outdoors/science column that brings 
in politics as a matter of fact.

THIRD PLACE
Shelter Island Reporter
Mattituck
Nancy Green
A well-written, well-reasoned column 
on community topics.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Chris Churchill
As a reader, I’d search out this column 
every time.

SECOND PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Dan Rattiner
The lawsuit memory is especially  
well told.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Lisa Dominici
Important topics and a good public 
service.

Feature Photo(s)

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Western Edition
Westhampton Beach
Dana Shaw
I love the smile on the girl’s face as she 
looks up, implying a signifier that this 
child will carry tradition into the next 
generation.

SECOND PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Western Edition
Westhampton Beach
Dana Shaw
Sharp photo from a good angle capturing 
the moment of joy with the woman’s big 
smile. Also, the name of that groundhog 
is pretty spectacular.

THIRD PLACE
The Overlook News
Saugerties
Roy Gumpel
This is unique, fun shot. The magenta 
smoke appealed to me, and the man’s 
face and the pumpkin is dramatically lit. 
It makes a viewer want to learn more.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Rockaway Times
Rockaway Park
Katie McFadden
This photo made me laugh. The 
movement that is caught - especially 
the beard, the red against the brown 
background, and the eggnog held high. 
I kept going back to this photo. It 
captured the moment, told a story, and I 
wanted to know more.  In this category 
- it is more than just a “perfect” picture. 
It has to be the “perfect” picture for a 
newspaper reader. It must tell a story, it 
must be news worth, it must be genuine, 
and it must still have technical quality. 
Great job capturing this event.

SECOND PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
For capturing the moment in time, the 
emotion, the feeling,  how the person 
felt.  This captured it all.  This picture by 
just looking at it told a story. Any reader 
would stop at the page and read more 
just to find out why there was so much 
emotion.  This photo for a “feature photo” 
in a newspaper is relevant, authentic, and 
timely, and newsworthy. Very nice job.

THIRD PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
Martin Stone
Picture “Kits pounce on Mom” is the 
winner for all the pictures I could 
judge.  It is technically beautiful, the 
composition is correct, it is polished. 
Visually it is strong. But for a newspaper 
“feature photo” it needs to tell a story 
“in the moment”, be newsworthy, and 
impactful. Beautiful picture.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
These are some powerful images of 
people in very vulnerable situations.
The photographer has submitted several 
examples of these individuals as they 
would act normally. None of these 
appear to be staged, and that adds to the 
impact level of these images. They are 
heartbreaking, yet powerful reminders 
that help is greatly needed for our most 
vulnerable populations.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Lori Van Buren
Oftentimes, children and their 
adventures make for some fun photos, 
and right here is an example of how 
photography of our engaged, local youth 
can be very fun. The angle in which the 
photographer managed to capture this 
image allows the reader to see both the 
fossil being examined, and the children’s 
use of the magnifying glasses. It’s a fun 
and interesting perspective all made 
possible because of the photographer’s 
angle for capturing this photo.

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Lori Van Buren
It is pretty interesting how once the 
winter weather starts to dwindle, and 
nicer temperatures start to creep in, that 
people will trek outdoors. We are tired 
of being cooped up indoors! While I’ve 
seen many people enjoy the warming 
temperatures by pushing their child’s 
stroller around the neighborhood, I can’t 
say that I’ve seen that happen while the 
parent is riding a one-wheeler. That’s 
pretty cool. Luckily for us, as readers/
viewers, the photographer was in the 
right place at the right time.

Sports Action Photo(s)

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press - 
Western Edition
Westhampton Beach
Ron Esposito
This is one of those photos that makes 
you feel as if you were at the event. 
The spraying sand, concentration and 
movement of the athletes and spectators 
watching intently all add up to a story in 
one frame.

SECOND PLACE
The Times of Smithtown Township
Setauket
Steven Zaitz
This category had some fun celebration 
shots but this one was the best.
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FIRST PLACE
ROB CUMMINGS, THE RECORDER NEWS

“Excellent photo!  The subject jumps out at you and is well composed. ”

SECOND PLACE
ED KANZE, THE RECORDER NEWS

“This is an excellent photo!  The fox is striking.”

THIRD PLACE
ROY GUMPEL, THE OVER NEWS

“This is a great montone photo!”
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est  Art  Photo, 2025BB
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xcellence AwardsEE
Picture Story

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Ross Corsair
Beautiful photos showcasing the places, 
people and culture of Vietnam.

SECOND PLACE
Clarence Bee
Williamsville
Doug Kohler and Tracey Morgan
A great variety of photos showing the 
range activities, guests, and emotion at 
the Labor Day Fair

THIRD PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Ross Corsair
Does a great job capturing the face, 
emotion and activities of the fishing 
derby

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
Anthony Lifrieri
Great close ups, clear photos, and variety 
of action.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Alejandra Villa Loarca
Great colors, artistry and documentation.

THIRD PLACE
Queens Chronicle
Glendale
Michael Shain
Great variety of activities shown in 
photos.

Spot News Photos

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Rockaway Times
Rockaway Park
Krzysztof Koscikiewicz
I love this photo. The fact that you can 
make out the flippers on the person 
dangling from the helicopter tells you 
it’s a water rescue, even though the water 
isn’t in the shot. 

SECOND PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
Joseph Sperber
As a fire photographer myself, I really 
appreciate the variety of the scenes 
captured here, and the appropriate use of 
settings to show the smoke and flames 
well.

THIRD PLACE
The Times of Smithtown Township
Setauket
Steven Zaitz
Nice shots. Cool event to cover. A mix 
of candid and posed, plus a variety 
of subjects, make for a good photo 
compilation. It’s important to document 
events like this that say something about 
a moment in the present that may looked 
back on as part of history down the line.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Will Waldron
Evenly focused with excellent vibrance, 
contrast, image quality,  scene, 
composition. Well done.

SECOND PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
What tension. Emotions high. 
Viewpoints appropriate. The one with 
the woman in navy with her arm flung 
out in front of others in front of the 
Chinese food restaurant is stunning.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
Wild. What a moment. Look at all those 
faces.

Graphic Illustration/
Editorial Cartoon

FIRST PLACE
City & State
New York
Alex Law and Andrew Horton
A skillful blend of the painting 
background with the digitally altered 
face. The overall resulting layout is 
striking and attractive.

SECOND PLACE
The River Reporter
Narrowsburg
Amanda Reed and Liam Mayo
This is a fun and interesting exercise to 
encourage the reader to engage with the 
area. Recognition should be given to the 
time and effort given to faithfully hand 
draw each of the featured attractions.

THIRD PLACE
City & State
New York
Kathleen Fu
This is a busy, but cleanly organized 
layout. The bespoke illustrations 
clearly convey their meaning to the 
accompanying text point. It’s interesting 
to look at while absorbing the overall 
message.

Sports Action Photo(s)   
(CON’T.)

THIRD PLACE
The Citizen
Auburn
Kevin Rivoli
There were many entries worthy of 
placement in this category but this crash 
landing was too good to pass up.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Northport Observer
Smithtown
Todd Falasco
Great moment. The crop of the defender 
No. 5 is a bit aggressive but it does help 
bring the focus down to the receiver.

SECOND PLACE
The Northport Observer
Smithtown
Todd Falasco
Soccer is all about patience. The 
photographer’s patience paid off here.

THIRD PLACE
The Smithtown News
Smithtown
Peggy Gallery
Love the fast shutter on this. Nice facial 
expression as well.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Thomas A. Ferrara
Photos of pitchers can get monotonous 
to the point where they all sort of 
look the same. This is very unique. The 
frozen drops make for a really striking 
composition.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Jim Franco
The drama is undeniable. The bull 
coming straight at the camera, its eyes 
sharp and staring straight ahead. And the 
spittle adds a really cool graphic element.

THIRD PLACE
The Post-Star
Glens Falls
Pete Tobey
Look at that lighting. Cool moment and 
composition.

Sports Feature Photo(s)

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Reporter
Delhi
Benjamin Patton
A good moment full of energy, emotion 
and celebration. The framing is very nice.

SECOND PLACE
Akron Bugle
Akron
Shaun Finucane
Good emotion, and I like being able to 
see both of their faces. Framing is good 
too.

THIRD PLACE
The Times of Huntington
Setauket
Steven Zaitz
Very good emotion. Framing is good.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
J. Conrad Williams Jr.
Great job freezing the action. Freezing 
it in the moment, as well as the framing, 
takes this above a normal action/
celebration photo.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Jim Franco
I like the emotion and energy of this 
photo, though the player on the right 
makes the frame a little too busy.

THIRD PLACE
Newsday
Melville
J. Conrad Williams Jr.
A funny, humorous moment following 
loss on the sidelines.

Art Photo

FIRST PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Rob Cummings
Excellent photo!  The subject jumps out 
at you and is well composed.

SECOND PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ed Kanze
This is an excellent photo!  The fox is 
striking.

THIRD PLACE
The Overlook News
Saugerties
Roy Gumpel
This is a great montone photo!
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2025 STUART C. DORMAN AWARD FOR EDITORIAL EXCELLENCE

The Rye Record and amNewYork Metro
The Rye Record earned a total of 180 points in the New York Press Association’s Better Newspaper Contest. The publication secured multiple top honors, 

including first-place awards, along with several second- and third-place finishes, contributing to its recognition for the Stuart C. Dorman Award.

The Rye Record also excelled in the Business, Financial & Economic News Story category with a first and second place win. 
Steven Kerney was named Sports Writer of the Year and received additional recognition for sports feature writing.

First-place honors included Arts Story, Sports Feature, and Best Newsletter. 
Additional awards were earned for Technology Story, News Story, and Best Column.

Judges noted that the paper delivers a complete editorial package, highlighting strong headlines, 
compelling design, and consistently high-quality editing.

amNewYork Metro earned a total of 400 points in the New York Press Association’s Better Newspaper Contest. The publication secured multiple top honors, 
including first-place awards, along with several second- and third-place finishes, contributing to its recognition for the Stuart C. Dorman Award.

amNewYork Metro also excelled in the Best Front Page, winning first place in Division 2. 
Dean Moses won Photographer of the Year and received additional recognition for photography.

First-place honors included Local Government Story, Crime/Police/Courts Story, and Spot News Coverage. 
Additional awards were earned for Online Breaking News, Feature Story-News, and Health, Health Care & Science Story.

Judges praised the publication for its authoritative voice and consistency across coverage, 
noting its ability to move seamlessly from fast-paced breaking news to more in-depth enterprise reporting. 

2025 JOHN EVANS AWARD FOR ADVERTISING EXCELLENCE

The Recorder News and Newsday
The Recorder News earned 90 total points, including strong performance in advertising and editorial categories at the New York Press Association’s 

Better Newspaper Contest. The publication received multiple first-place awards, as well as several second- and third-place finishes.

The Recorder News collected multiple advertising awards, including first place Best Special Section Advertising 
and Best House Ad/Ad Campaign, and second place Best Small Space Ad. 

Judges praised the publication for its clean, eye-catching design and ability to create ads 
that feel both visually engaging and effective in delivering clear messaging.

Newsday earned 80 total points, including strong performance in advertising at the New York Press Association’s 
Better Newspaper Contest. The publication received multiple first-place awards, as well as several second- and third-place finishes.

Newsday collected multiple advertising awards, including first place for Best Overall Design and 
Innovative Ad Project, and second place for Best Special Section Ad.

Judges praised the publication for its bold, forward-thinking approach to advertising, blending strong visuals with innovative concepts.

STUART C. DORMAN 
Stuart Callender Dorman established a precedent for excellence in publishing 
when he owned the Suffolk Times (1969 - 1978) and the News-Review (1976 - 
1978). Dorman died in 1978, during the year he was to have served as president 
of the New York Press Association. Dorman was also president and founder of 
Graphics of Peconic.

He was educated at Andover Academy and Harvard University. Prior to 
purchasing the Suffolk Times, Dorman held a number of important positions 
in the book publishing industry, including a ten-year stint as vice-president of 
McGraw-Hill Book Co.

1990 - The Riverdale Press
1991 - The Riverdale Press
1992 - The Riverdale Press
1993 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1994 - The Riverdale Press
1995 - The Cuba Patriot
1996 - The Record-Review
1997 - The Record-Review
1998 - The Record-Review
1999 - The Record-Review
2000 - The Sag Harbor Express
2001 - The Villager (NYC)
2002 - The Record-Review
2003 - The Sag Harbor Express
2004 - The Villager (NYC)
2005 - The Villager (NYC)
2006 - The North Shore Sun
2007 - The Riverdale Press

2008 - The North Shore Sun
2009 - The Suffolk Times
2010 - Long Island Press
2011 - The Sag Harbor Express
2012 - Long Island Press
2013 - The News-Review
2014 - The Suffolk Times
2015 - The Sag Harbor Express
2016 - The Sag Harbor Express
2017 - The Sag Harbor Express
2018 - The Suffolk Times
2019 - The Independent
2020 - Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
2021 - The Sag Harbor Express
2022 - Times Union
2023 - Times Union and Highlands Current
2024 - Times Union
2025 - The Rye Record and amNewYork Metro

JOHN J. EVANS

1991 - East Hampton Star
1992 - The Riverdale Press
1993 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1994 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1995 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1996 - The Record-Review
1997 - The Record-Review
1998 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1999 - The Record-Review
2000 - The Village Times
2001 - The Record-Review
2002 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
2003 - The Record-Review
2004 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
2005 - The Scarsdale Inquirer

2006 - Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
2007 - The River Reporter
2008 - The East Hampton Press
2009 - The Suffolk Times
2010 - Nassau Herald
2011 - The Village Times Herald
2012 - The Record-Review
2013 - TIE — The Record-Review and The Epoch Times
2014 - The Epoch Times
2015 - Dan’s Papers
2016 - The Sag Harbor Express
2017 - Dan’s Papers
2018 - Dan’s Papers
2019 - TIE — Dan’s Papers and The Post-Standard
2020 - The Post-Standard
2021 - The Post-Standard
2022 - The Post-Standard
2023 -Dan’s Papers
2024 - East Hampton Press
2025 - The Recorder News and Newsday

John J. Evans is the former executive vice 
president of Bee Publications, Inc., Buffalo. 

Evans is a past president of the New York Press 
Association and the New York Press Service. 

Acknowledging the countless hours Evans has 
devoted to assisting NYPA members with their

advertising programs, the NYPA Board of 
Directors established the John J. Evans

Award for Advertising Excellence in 1990.
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Best Special Section Cover

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
East Meadow Herald
Garden City
Jeffrey Negrin
The layout is clean and bold. Good use of 
the isolated subjects placed center frame 
and the text is well balanced. Overall 
solid.

SECOND PLACE
Rockville Centre Herald
Garden City
Jeffrey Negrin
The mostly monotone color scheme is 
well complimented to the lineart doodle 
graphic. The lightness of the graphic 
placed center frame is well balanced with 
the heaviness of the text at both the top 
and bottom of the layout.

THIRD PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Beth Heller Mason
The layout and coloring invokes a 
calming tone, appropriate for the content. 
It was a good choice to include a cardinal 
for a pop of color in otherwise muted 
tones.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Marcia Thompson
Entry had the cleanest layout. Clear 
defined text to convey the internal 
content. Colors were given good contrast 
to the background image, which was 
placed with good balance to the layout as 
a whole. Overall, well balanced.

SECOND PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Heidi Sutton
The layout had a bold central focus 
image, isolated against the plain 
background. Text clearly conveyed the 
internal contents on the publication. 
The image could have been touched up 
however, to really make the colors pop 
and be more vibrant.

THIRD PLACE
Amherst Bee
Williamsville
Maria Sciortino
This entry should be recognized for 
the effort that was applied to create 
something more interesting than just a 
cropped photo and a headline. 

Best Magazine Cover

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
City & State
New York
Andrew Horton and staff
This is the strongest cover of all the 
entries. The use of black and white 
photography has greater power than the 
color covers. The other two covers are 
good but they don’t have the impact of 
the photo of Adrienne Adams. Excellent.

SECOND PLACE
The Suffolk Times
Mattituck
The best cover for this entry was the race 
cars. It offered energy that engaged the 
reader. 

THIRD PLACE
Fire Island News
West Hempstead
Leah Mitch, Diane Keil 
and Victoria Schneps
The artwork on this cover was the best 
of the artwork submitted on these covers. 
It had a nice feeling to it.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Capital Region Living Magazine
Saratoga Spring
Kathleen Gates
This was the most dynamic magazine 
cover, with good photography and a focus 
on faces. The best was Dylan Davis.

SECOND PLACE
Sag Harbor Express
Southampton
Dana Shaw and Bryan Boyhan
This colorful magazine had a happy, 
lively energy. Nice.

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press -  
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Cailin Riley and Bryan Boyhan
It’s very colorful and grabs your attention. 
Nicely done.

Special Sections/Niche 
Publications - Newsprint

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen, John Turiano and 
Kathy Potter
Wow, this is visually very very appealing 
and very well done.  Impressive!!  So 
organized and easy to follow.

SECOND PLACE
Roslyn News Times
Roslyn Heights
Cathy Bongiorno
Well done, extremely comprehensive.  
Visually appealing.

THIRD PLACE
Nassau Herald
Garden City
Tony Bellissimo and Jeffrey Negrin
Very well organized, and comprehensive.  
Visually appealing and something for 
everyone who likes Lacrosse.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
This entire magazine is stunning.  The 
styles from page to page differ, yet the 
whole thing feels not only high end but 
very cohesive.  Even the ads all seem to 
fit perfectly with the voice of the piece.  
Well done.

SECOND PLACE
Bay News & Brooklyn Graphic
Brooklyn
This is very hands-on, colorful and 
engaging.  You can find what you want 
to do, and even the ads feel like content 
in this piece.  Makes me want to go to 
Coney Island.

THIRD PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
Cathy Bongiorno and Christy Hinko
This is an easy to read, aspirational and 
informational piece.  I can see myself 
keeping this to reference design, style 
and other info.  Well done!

Special Sections/Niche 
Publications - Glossy

D I V I S I O N  1

First Place
Newsday
Melville
Michelle Kaszycki, Tracy M. Brown, 
Royston Wilson and Frank Czuchan
Outstanding design and concise, 
witty writing guide you through this 
captivating review of the year. An 
excellent section.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Love this concept. Many newspapers 
publish a “best of ” section, but rarely are 
they as fun to read and look at as their 
piece. Thoroughly enjoyed this special 
section!

THIRD PLACE
Southampton Press-Eastern Edition
Southampton
Gorgeous design, interesting content. 
This was a fun read that provides a sense 
of time and place and the character of 
the community. Loved it!

Best Real Estate/Home 
Section

FIRST PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
Cathy Bongiorno and Christy Hinko
Excellent use of content to keep readers 
past just a real estate section, but an 
overall Real Estate product. Clean and 
well organized.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Nice touch to bring the topic alive 
instead of just prices and land.

THIRD PLACE
Adirondack Daily Enterprise
Saranac Lake
Susan Moore, Carol Swirsky, 
Tori Marbone, Chris Gaige 
and Parker O’Brien
Beautifully done edition, grabs all the 
best in a Real Estate Section.

Best Special Section - 
Advertising

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen,  Kathy Potter. 
Francesca Lynch and Paul Cardi
Attractive front page with full color, 
captivating photo and great layout. The 
balance of editorial and advertising is 
enjoyable for the reader. The local stories 
vs canned copy makes it interesting to 
read which support the advertisers who 
supported the special section. Very nicely 
done!

SECOND PLACE
Nassau Herald
Garden City
Rhonda Glickman, Karen Bloom 
and Jeffrey Negrin
An eye-catching and meaningful special 
section. The editorial is local, informative 
and well written. The ads complement 
the section and align with the section’s 
intent.

THIRD PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Lauren Cook and Pierce Strudler
Attractive, clean layout on front page and 
throughout. The balance of local interest 
stories and aligned advertising work well.

D I V I S I O N  2
FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Nannette Fevola, James Rosenfeld, 
Donna Saladino and Marcia Thompson
A unique and wonderful collection 
of local articles complemented by 
advertising that fits the topics. Nicely put 
together and balanced with editorial and 
advertising.

xcellence AwardsEE
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est  Magazine Cover, 2025BB
FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 1

CITY & STATE
“This is the strongest cover of all the entries. The use of black and white photography has greater power than the color covers. 

The other two covers are good but they don’t have the impact of the photo of Adrienne Adams. Excellent.”

FIRST PLACE — DIVISION 2
CAPITAL REGION LIVING MAGAZINE

“This was the most dynamic magazine cover, with good photography and a focus on faces. The best was Dylan Davis.”

the 
Last 

Word

December 8, 2025

Adrienne Adams 

reflects upon a 

historic term

CITYANDSTATENY.COM @CITYANDSTATENY

ExitInterviews20 
25

P L U S
Top Mental 
Health Care  

Providers



2 0 2 5  B e t t e r  N e w s p a p e r  C o n t e s t
30

xcellence AwardsEE
Best Special Section - 
Advertising   (CON’T.)

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Nannette Fevola, James Rosenfeld, 
Donna Saladino and 
Janine McQuillan
A tough topic that needs to be talked 
about. Attractive layout with help articles 
and advertising that makes sense for the 
special section. Nicely done.

THIRD PLACE
Granville Sentinel
Granville
So fun! I couldn’t help but award this fun, 
colorful piece featuring children’s art. I 
love that the advertisers support the kids’ 
art. Well done.

Best Advertising Campaign

FIRST PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Beth Heller Mason and Sharon 
Nicholson
Great visual piece

SECOND PLACE
The Katonah-Lewisboro Times
Mount Kisco
Tabitha Pearson Marshall
I really like these ads.  

THIRD PLACE
The Katonah-Lewisboro Times
Mount Kisco
Tabitha Pearson Marshall
Beautiful ad!

Best Large Space Ad

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Long Island Advance
Patchogue
Andrew Ingenito
Feels polished, warm. Stays on brand 
with color scheme. Clean layout and 
consistent branding. Good use of scale in 
imagery and typography.

SECOND PLACE
Rivertowns Dispatch, The
Dobbs Ferry
Christy Knell
Exceptionally strong layout for its 
sparcity of content. A definite sense of 
clarity behind the design. Works on 
multiple levels and well executed.

THIRD PLACE
Long Island Advance
Patchogue
Andrew Ingenito
Eye catching use of color and scale. Nice 
touch using an exaggerated “A” to give 
structure to the layout. Ties in nicely with 
the sense of being strong, reliable.

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
North Country This Week
Potsdam
John Basham, Debbie Morgan 
and Cathy Whalen
This ad masterfully integrates creative 
typography — the overlapping script 
“Waddington” with bold “2025 Concert 
Series” — into a cohesive design that 
immediately commands attention on 
the page. The authentic photo collage 
brings the event experience to life while 
maintaining clear information hierarchy, 
creating both emotional impact and 
functional effectiveness that would stand 
out in any newspaper environment.

SECOND PLACE
The Garden City News
Garden City
Debbie Velsmid and Griffin Lord
The handwritten typography and 
compelling tagline “Anyone can be a 
hero... but it takes someone special to 
volunteer” create memorable emotional 
impact, while the diverse firefighter photo 
grid delivers authentic human connection 
despite a more straightforward layout 
approach.

THIRD PLACE
The Tide of Manorville 
& the Moriches
Patchogue
Andrew Ingenito
This ad excels at cohesive beach-themed 
branding with palm silhouettes and 
gradient skies that reinforce the “Every 
day’s a beach day” message, while the 
clean layout and appetizing photography 
effectively drive customer action despite 
taking a more conventional design 
approach.

Best Small Space Ad

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Port Washington News
Mineola
This is simply a beautiful ad.  Very 
keeping within a theme. A good call to 
action.  The spacing is very nice and the 
colors work very well together.  Very nice 
ad! Congratulations

SECOND PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Kathy Potter and Francesca Lynch
This is a beautiful ad. The spacing is really 
nice and the text is very readable, and I 
myself learned about the wines.  Very 
clean and elegant.  Great job!

THIRD PLACE
Long Island Advance
Patchogue
Andrew Ingenito
This is a really great ad.  I love the frozen 
dollar bill.  The colors work well with this 
ad.  There is a call to action.  The text is 
easy on the eyes and I had no problem 
discerning what this business provides.  
Great job

D I V I S I O N  2

FIRST PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Beth Heller Mason
I really enjoyed this ad.  Loved the 
background which was somehow not 
too much. This ad tells exactly what type 
of food and atmosphere to expect.  The 
logo is clean. Very nice ad. Good Job and 
Congratulations!

SECOND PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Sharon Nicholson
This is a gorgeous ad.  Simple and 
elegant.  There is a clear call to action.  
The text is centered nicely and easy to 
read.  The images are clear.  Great job and 
Congratulations.

THIRD PLACE
The Village Times Herald
Setauket
Beth Heller Mason 
and Sharon Nicholson
This ad really popped off the page for me.  
The bold Pasta Pasta was clear and easy 
to read.  The colors are nice.  You have a 
clear expectation of what type of business 
this is and the atmosphere to expect.  
Nice job and congratulations!

Best Multi - Advertiser Pages

FIRST PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Overall very strong piece. Visually 
interesting and diverse enough to keep 
the readers interest over several pages. 
Bold colors and professional-feeling 
typography. Varied use of scale mixed 
with pathed objects, angled photos keeps 
each page from feeling static. Excellent 
work.

SECOND PLACE
East Meadow Herald
Garden City
Ellen Reynolds and Jeffrey Negrin
This piece does a nice job of capturing 
the spirit of this campaign and 
community. Combining the multiple 
advertisers into a harmonious layout. A 
subtle mix of patterns and color makes a 
strong impression. Well done.

THIRD PLACE
East Meadow Herald
Garden City
Ellen Reynolds and Jeffrey Negrin
A fun piece that visually captures 
the reader while being based on a 
strong concept that is a service to the 
community. The art and typography 
are appropriate for the theme and lend 
themselves to the overall mood of the 
piece. Nice job

Best Sales Promotional 
Materials

FIRST PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Brienne Doskoez and Stephanie Bitis
Beautifully produced and the media kit 
certainly knows its audience.  First class 
presentation, well-organized (especially 
considering the multiple components) 
and the pricing allows for any size 
business to participate. Well done.

SECOND PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Lauren Cook and Pierce Strudler
The Highlands Current’s Advertising 
Media Kit was well organized, easy to 
understand and very client friendly.

THIRD PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen and Helene Kopal
One can’t help but pull for every 
community publication as it seeks 
non-traditional revenue streams in these 
challenging times.  The donation requests 
were clear, compelling and the entire 
campaign clearly stated the mission.  
Congrats on obtaining the partnership 
with NewsMatch and hopefully the 
community showed up for The Recorder 
and the goal was achieved.

Best House Ad/Ad Campaign

FIRST PLACE
The Recorder News
Katonah
Ann Marie Rezen
These ads appear in a widely read section. 
They use community photos and a 
message that builds from November to 
December. The design looks professional 
with a clean layout. It lists specific 
numbers, like the $50,000 goal and 
matching details. Offers to “double your 
impact” push for action. The text thanks 
current donors and speaks to new ones. 
It presents The Recorder as a public 
necessity, not just a media outlet.

SECOND PLACE
Dan’s Papers
Brooklyn
Sophia Lee, Emma Aquino 
and Sara Pellegrino
Campaign is well thought out, design is 
consistent, clean and engaging. Excellent 
work.

THIRD PLACE
The Highlands Current
Cold Spring
Pierce Strudler and Lauren Cook
This full-page appeal tracks progress 
visually. A goal bar displays “19 days 
left” and builds urgency. It targets two 
reachable goals: a $75,000 match and 
50 new members. A real member 
testimonial with a photo adds trust. 
The text frames year-end donations as a 
holiday choice that celebrates community.
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est  Graphic Illustration / Editorial  Cartoon 2025BB

TURN OFF 
THE LIGHTS

NYC winds 
down hotel 

migrant 
shelters

CITYANDSTATENY.COM

April 7, 2025

@CITYANDSTATENY
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independence 
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April 14, 2025

@CITYANDSTATENY

THE SIMPLEST METHOD FOR BECOMING 
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL SPEAKER With apologies  to Rube Goldberg

INSTRUCTIONS 
A  Attract the attention of the majority of council members and B  activate the county machines  

while C  gaining labor’s support and D  raising funds for incoming and incumbent members while E  staying  

in the good graces of the big apples of Congress and City Hall as well as F  powerful lobbyists, demonstrating 

G  your fundraising abilities before H  hitting up Somos after winning I  your own reelection  

and with J  a bit of luck, K  the speakership can be yours.

SPECIAL REPORT 

SMART CITIES: How next-gen  

upgrades are quietly improving New York

FIRST PLACE
ALEX LAW AND ANDREW HORTON, CITY & STATE

“A skillful blend of the painting background with the digitally altered face. 
The overall resulting layout is striking and attractive. ”

SECOND PLACE
AMANDA REED AND LIAM MAYO, THE RIVER REPORTER

“This is a fun and interesting exercise to encourage the reader to engage with the area. 
Recognition should be given to the time and effort given to faithfully hand draw each of the featured attractions.”

THIRD PLACE
KATHLEEN FU, CITY & STATE

“This is a busy, but cleanly organized layout. The bespoke illustrations clearly convey their 
meaning to the accompanying text point. It’s interesting to look at while absorbing the overall message.”
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Innovative Ad Project

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Andrea Rothchild, Stephanie Karnik, 
Nannette Fevola, Adrian Debattista 
and Donna Saladino
How refreshing to launch a multi media 
initiative focusing on “good news” and 
the efforts of those who “move the 
community forward” on Long Island. 
There are so many unsung heroes to 
spotlight along with the businesses and 
institutions that support them and it’s a 
true win-win for all involved.  “Together 
Long Island” is a clear and impressive 
success story.

SECOND PLACE
North Country This Week
Potsdam
Amanda Hitterman, John Basham, 
Debbie Morgan, Cathy Whalen 
and Bill Shumway
This initiative is a perfect example of 
how well the concept of “we’ll meet you 
halfway” benefited everyone involved.  
The non-profit organizations gained the 
opportunity to spotlight their services 
and highlight their staff at a very 
discounted price and “North Country 
This Week” gained additional revenue it 
most likely wouldn’t have had otherwise. 
Readers also were rewarded by learning 
about the businesses in their own 
neighborhoods and hopefully, supported 
them in some small (or large) way.  The 
success of the initiative speaks for itself...
more than 100 spotlight pages in 2025 
is no small feat!

THIRD PLACE
Capital Region Living Magazine
Saratoga Spring
Annette Quarrier
12 Under 12 is another example of 
highlighting “good deeds” within a 
community rather than the constant 
drum of negative news.  The fact that 
the good deeds are due to the efforts of 
very young folks (all under 12 years of 
age) gives one hope that all is not lost 
and we’re going to be just fine! Kudos 
for seeking and publishing the good 
news that always exists “somewhere” and 
giving the kids a much deserved nod.

Best Event

FIRST PLACE
Capital Region Living Magazine
Saratoga Spring
Great idea!

SECOND PLACE
The Millerton News
Falls Village
Fantastic use of art.  Easy to understand.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Very creative use on words.

Best News Video

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Examiner
Mount Kisco
Spenser Walsh
Very complete report.  Liked the mix 
between interview and b-roll. 

SECOND PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Gabriele Holtermann
Love this!

THIRD PLACE
The Brooklyn Paper
Brooklyn
Olivia Seaman
Nice mix of viewpoints here.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
A very weighty topic that was handled 
with care. High production value.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Well produced and very well sourced. 
Appreciated the thoroughness.

THIRD PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Dean Moses
This video does a good job of capturing 
the chaos of the protest.

Best Feature Video

FIRST PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Randee Daddona, Virginia Huie 
and Susan Yale
This is very well done and well 
photographed. Painted a poignant 
picture of how some families choose to 
memorialize fallen soldiers.

SECOND PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Very high production value and very 
interesting.

THIRD PLACE
Newsday
Melville
Chris Ware
Good access helps greatly here. 

SECOND PLACE
Adirondack Explorer
Saranac Lake
Melissa Hart
This style of newsletter is most similar 
to an editor’s letter at the front of a 
magazine; something that shows the 
editor’s point-of-view that gently frames 
the content that will follow. I like that 
they’ve included a brief sentence that 
contextualizes why they’ve included the 
subsequent stories, such as “a part of 
our ongoing reporting on SUBJECT” 
or “most read” or a call-to-action. The 
selection of which stories to share is also 
good. I know I don’t always read my 
newsletters right away, so breaking news 
doesn’t work, for me, in a newsletter. 
I’m looking for a good read on something 
interesting, and that’s what you’ve got 
here.

THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Christian Falcone
On the Record’s open rate - 70% - speaks 
for itself.  The formatting is no-nonsense 
and doesn’t take my time for granted, and 
the stories offer a high value for my click.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
amNewYork Metro
Brooklyn
Emily Davenport
Having election info come straight to 
my inbox sounds so convenient. This is 
well formatted and it is info you need. 
Excellent.

SECOND PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Shannon Fromma
If I lived in your community, I’d be look 
forward to knowing where to shop for 
good prices on on fresh food! This is a 
nice servie to readers/your community.

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Steve Barnes
Restaurant / food reviews are a great 
topic for a newsletter; if you don’t have 
a local foodie friend who can tell you 
where to dine, no worries; Steve’s got you.

xcellence AwardsEE
Best Podcast

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
Red Hook Daily Catch
Red Hook
Very informative and keeps you wanting 
to listen

SECOND PLACE
Southampton Press -
Eastern Edition
Southampton
Annette Hinkle
Great podcast!

Best Podcast
Division 1
THIRD PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Camille Botello
I love the story behind this one.

D I V I S I O N  4

FIRST PLACE
Daily Gazette
Schenectady
Grreat enthusiasm!

SECOND PLACE
Daily Gazette
Schenectady
I love this theme.

THIRD PLACE
Times Union
Albany
Jessica Marshall and Patrick Tine
Great way to keep your audience 
engaged.

Best Newsletter

D I V I S I O N  1

FIRST PLACE
The Rye Record
Rye
Chris Marshall
If I cared about sports and I lived in Rye, 
this would be a must-read. It does what 
a newsletter should: updates you on the 
current situation, gives you access to 
some more things you might like to read, 
lets the reader know what *you* can’t 
stop thinking about — and then gets 
out of the way. Too many newsletters 
are WAY too busy; too many pictures, 
too much formatting, too many colors; 
that’s not what I want from a newsletter. 
Work less hard. Be cool. Tell me what I 
need to know. Then go away. Between 
the Lines does that with a smart, fun 
tone, well-chosen images, and simple 
formatting where you’re letting black text 
and bold font do the work. And the lead 
story choice is excellent; anticipating the 
big game is sometimes a bigger moment 
in peoples’ lives than the game itself, so 
hanging out in that moment with your 
community via the newsletter feels like 
the right choice.
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BY MICHELLE TRAURING

The Southampton School 
Board will move forward with a 
centralization merger feasibility 
study with Tuckahoe Common 
School District to better under-
stand their options for the road 
ahead — likely in tandem with 
an internal study that explores 

an annexation merger and the 
potential repercussions if Tuck-
ahoe instead decides to build a 
high school, in partnership with 
the Shinnecock Nation.

“For me, right now, these are 
all our students, whether they’re 
going to Tuckahoe or not, or 
coming here,” Southampton 
School Board Vice President 

Cara Conklin-Wingfield said at 
a meeting last week. “So what-
ever impacts Tuckahoe impacts 
all our students.”

Of the two types of mergers, 
Tuckahoe is only willing to ex-
plore a centralization, not an an-
nexation, she explained. Under 

HISTORY: 
The Westhampton Beach 
competitive cheer team heads 
to nationals for the fi rst time 
this week. A18

GOOD TROUBLE: 
The life and legacy of John 
Lewis is explored in ‘Hero: 
The Boy From Troy’ at 
WHBPAC. B1

Arts & Living B1     Classifieds B8         Editorials A12            Sports A18        Puzzles B7      Police A4   Obituaries A9  Recent Sales R3
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DRONES: 
Hollywood gets honeybees all wrong. 
R1

From left, Cooper, Alex and Hunter Gladding in the penalty box at 
Madison Square Garden before the start of a game between the 
New York Rangers and Colorado Avalanche, where the family was 
honored by Garden of Dreams. Story, Sports, Page A18 

COURTESY THE GLADDING FAMILY

A View From the Box
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2510 Montauk Highway, Bridgehampton

BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

Southampton Town Police are 
beginning a major push to rein in 
speeding and improve safety along 
County Road 39 that will employ 
new strategies and technologies, 
like car-tracking drones, teams of 
police officers stalking speeders 
and the use of “pace cars” to train 
motorists to drive slower. 

As complaints have mounted 
from residents of neighborhoods 
that spur off one of the most in-
famously over-burdened roads 
in Suffolk County about the daily 
fears for their safety while run-
ning basic errands, Southampton 
Town Police Chief James Kiernan 
said that he has been searching 
for strategies on how to make the 
road safer.

Speeding in the hours between 
the morning and evening grid-
lock is at the top of the list, since 
it drives much of the dangers of 

turning into and off the roadway 
for residents and the employees 
and patrons of hundreds of busi-
nesses. 

“That road, when you get beyond 
the rush-hour times, it is a wide 
road, and drivers can see far ahead 
of them, so it gives them the sense 
that they can go fast. But people 
need to take into consideration 
that people have to be able to get 
out of businesses and side streets, 
and when everyone is going fast, it 
makes that very dangerous,” Kier-
nan said this week. 

“When I drive it, I can see the 
people trying to pull out, but they 
can’t because the traffic is coming 
on so fast. If we can slow the cars 
down, it will make it a lot easier.” 

After announcing the safety ini-
tiative last week, the department 
has already deployed enforce-
ment teams to work the roadway 

Commuters
Will Face

A Slowdown
Police target speeding on County Road 39

See TRAFFIC, Page A6

PDDs could be revived
after planning review

See TOWN, Page A6

BY MICHAEL WRIGHT

The Southampton Town Board 
and the town’s planning staff are 
embarking on the likely years-long 
process of updating the town’s 
Comprehensive Plan, the master 
planning document that lays down 
a roadmap for the evolution of de-
velopment across the town in the 
decades to come. 

Among the issues that will be 
at the fore of the process will be 
transportation issues, sustainabil-
ity in the face of climate change, 
and rising sea levels and whether 
to, or how to, resurrect so-called 
incentive zoning that the town uti-
lized in the form of the oft-pilloried 
“planned development districts,” or 
PDDs, before the provision was de-
leted entirely from town code in 
2017 in the wake of the conflict over 
The Hills at Southampton develop-
ment in East Quogue. 

The last time the town did a 
wholesale update to its “Comp 
Plan,” as it is commonly known, 
was in 1999 — 29 years after the 
town’s first state-mandated Comp 
Plan was adopted and one year 
before the Community Preserva-
tion Fund went into effect, direct-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars 
to land preservation in the town 
over the ensuing two and a half de-
cades and redirecting development 
patterns in myriad ways, for better 
and worse. 

“The Comp Plan is a series of 
documents that show the way the 
municipality establishes the offi-
cial land use policy of the com-
munity and presents goals and a 
vision for the future that guides of-
ficial decision making,” Town Plan-
ning Administrator Janice Scherer 
told members of the Town Board 
at their January 30 work session, 
reading from the state mandate 
that each town adopt and maintain 
an evolving Comprehensive Plan. 
“You want to be able to get together 
and have policies that are in accor-
dance with a thought-out plan, so 
it’s not ad hoc. This is how we want 
the future to shape up.” 

Scherer noted that the 1970 plan 
is still an official document just like 

See TUCKAHOE, Page A7

Tammy Flanell, education animal caretaker at the Evelyn Alexander Wildlife Rescue Center, with resident
groundhog Allen McButterpants on Sunday afternoon. Allen predicted an early spring.   DANA SHAW

Good News From the Groundhog

Southampton Ready To Discuss
Possible Merger Study With Tuckahoe

Town Will
Tackle
A New

Comp Plan

BY CAILIN RILEY

I
t can be argued that any an-
imal that finds its way to a 
shelter is an underdog. For 
one reason or another, they 

were unwanted, unloved, given 
up or simply dealt a bad hand 
in life.

Some have more odds stacked 
against them than others.

That’s certainly true for Tryla, 
a 7-year-old female pit bull mix 
who has been living at the South-
ampton Animal Shelter Founda-
tion in Hampton Bays since 2023.

For most of her life, she’s been 
making her way in the world with 

only three legs, after losing her 
right front leg to an injury — like-
ly a car accident — when she was 
just a puppy. She’s a favorite of 
the staff at the foundation’s head-
quarters in Hampton Bays, but 
a combination of factors have 
made it hard for her to find a for-
ever home.

Over the last few months, Tryla 
has gotten an assist from two 
local students determined to 
use their burgeoning engineer-
ing skills to give her a new lease 
on life.

Since November, Southampton 
High School students Sarah Bar-
ros, a junior, and Penelope But-

ler, a sophomore, have been hard 
at work building a prosthetic leg 
for Tryla. 

Earlier this week, Barros paid 
a visit to her three-legged friend 
at the shelter, located inside Red 
Creek Park in Hampton Bays, to 
take additional measurements on 
the attachment and harness for 
the prosthetic, to ensure it would 
fit properly and comfortably.

It’s no coincidence that the 
word “try” is part of Tryla’s name. 
She bounded enthusiastically 
into the meeting room, tail wag-
ging furiously, and immediate-
ly made her way over to a bin 
filled with fluffy pink pig dog toys, 

grabbing one in her mouth and 
flopping onto the couch in the 
room. Her tail thwacked furious-
ly against the back of the couch, 
and she pricked her oversized, 
triangle-shaped ears around 
the room, taking in the number 
of shelter staff and volunteers, 
tongue lolling out the side of her 
mouth. 

She was a bundle of happy, joy-
ful energy, and clearly appre-
ciated all the attention she was 
getting.

After Tryla burned off some of 
that energy, Barros took out the 

Sarah Barros and Tryla at the Southampton Animal Shelter.  DANA SHAW

THREE-LEGGED PIT BULL GETTING HELP

FROM SOUTHAMPTON ROBOTICS STUDENTS

See ROBOTICS, Page A7

R1
The Westhampton Beach 
competitive cheer team heads 
to nationals for the fi rst time 

GOOD TROUBLE: 
The life and legacy of John 
Lewis is explored in ‘Hero: 
The Boy From Troy’ at 
WHBPAC.

27east.com                      

FIRST PLACE
NEWSDAY

“These entries are outstanding! Clear purpose easily translated emotions of stories, both serious and light. 
This is a hard category with such amazing entries, but you guys nailed it. Easy to navigate, excellent use of color 

and column changes to pull readers in. The touch of notices of “Newsday Only, What Newsday Found”, 
is like having a search/AI engine in a print edition. Congrats!”

SECOND PLACE
SARA MANNINO KENT and KERRI CUNNINGHAM, SAG HARBOR EXPRESS

“Excellent entry. Such hard choices with the level of competition in New York Press. 
These papers have renewed faith in the newspaper industry.”

THIRD PLACE
PIERCE STUDLER, THE HIGHLAND‘S CURRENT

“Very engaging news product. The variable headlines and creative impact bring 
the reader to see each page as a unique storyline like a personalized newsletter.”

      ichard L.  Stein Award
for Overall  Design Excellence, 2025
RR

July 18, 2025  
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Beyond the Grid

PUBLIC POWER
By Jeff SimmsC ould a utility owned by the public, 

rather than Central Hudson, deliver 
lower electricity costs?Many people believe it would, and last 

year, two state legislators introduced a 
proposal to make it happen by creating 
the Hudson Valley Power Authority. The 
bill outlines the process by which the state 
would create a “democratically governed” 
nonprofit corporation that would provide 
“low rates, reliable service, correct and 
easy to understand bills, clean energy, 
community benefits and environmental 
justice.” The goal would be to keep resi-
dential electric bills from exceeding 6 
percent of household income.It would not be the first public utility, 

even in New York. Along with the state-
owned New York Power Authority and the 
Long Island Power Authority, there are at 
least 50 municipal utilities in New York, 
mostly in rural areas. For the rest of the 
state, the delivery of electricity is monopo-
lized by six investor-owned utilities such 
as Central Hudson, which has been owned 
since 2013 by Fortis, a Canadian holding 
company. In return for their monopolies, 
these utilities are regulated by the Public 

Service Commission, which must approve 
rate hikes and capital projects.Establishing the Hudson Valley Power 

Authority would not only lower rates but 
coordinate with the state’s long-term 
climate goals while protecting Central 
Hudson’s 1,130 employees, according 
to the two Democratic legislators who 
introduced the proposal, Sen. Michelle 
Hinchey (whose district includes parts 
of Dutchess and Putnam counties) and 
Assembly Member Sarahana Shrestha 
(whose district includes the northwest 
corner of Dutchess). “I don’t think the 
role of government is to empower the 
private sector,” Shrestha said. “This 
would put public goods back in the hands 
of the public.”

How it could happenShrestha and Hinchey’s legislation calls 
for the Hudson Valley Power Authority to 
purchase Central Hudson and take control 
of a system with 315,000 electric custom-
ers and 90,000 natural gas customers in 
parts of nine counties, including Dutchess 
and Putnam. If Central Hudson refused (Continued on Page 20)

Moratorium intended to clarify regulations By Michael Turton
The next several months should determine 
how many trucks, if any, will be dishing 
out comfort foods in Cold Spring. After a public hearing on July 9, the 

Village Board approved a six-month mora-
torium on licensing and operation of food 
trucks, both on public and private prop-
erty within the village. Events such as the Modern Makers 

Markets at St. Mary’s Church, which have 
already advertised having food trucks, will 
be able to host them during the moratorium.

Mayor Kathleen Foley said clear, less 
arbitrary and more-thorough guidelines 

are needed to be fair to operators as well 
as residents and businesses potentially 
affected by food trucks.  Applications are considered under 

Chapter 71 of the Village Code, which 
deals with licensing, and which Foley said 
includes provisions drafted in 1931 and 
updated in 1992.“It was written in a different time, largely 

addressing door-to-door solicitations and 
street peddling,” she said, adding that since 
the pandemic, there has been increased 
interest from food-truck operators, as well 
as from residents who would like more 
casual “grab-and-go” food options.Residents who attended the public hear-

ing, however, expressed no support for allow-
ing food trucks, other than at special events. 

Cold Spring Pauses Food Trucks 

(Continued on Page 7)

Living Affordably in BeaconDozens benefi t from workforce program By Leonard Sparks
Denise Lahey’s roots in Beacon are 
decades deep. 

Her grandfather, Dennis Lahey, served 
62 years with the Beacon Fire Department; 
her father, Dennis Lahey Jr., is the assistant 
chief and her sister, Kari, became the city’s 
first full-time female firefighter in 2020. 

However, those ties to the city were no 
match for the rental prices Lahey faced 
in 2019, when a relationship ended, along 
with half the rent for the two-bedroom 
unit she shared at Hudson View with her 
then-boyfriend and son.  There were plenty of good reasons to 

stay in Beacon, she said: keeping her son in 
the city’s schools and staying close to her 
family and job as a mail carrier in White 
Plains rather than moving farther away to 

BIG GAME — The Philipstown Little League all-star softball team made it to the 

championship game on July 11 against visiting Poughkeepsie and held its own 

against the much larger town. See Page 24.  
Photo by Ross Corsair
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R I C H A R D  L .  S T E I N
Richard L. Stein is the former publisher of The Riverdale Press. He served as president of the New

York Press Association board of directors in 1988. Acknowledging the countless hours Richard
has spent sharing his award-winning design talents with journalism students and newspaper

graphic designers, the NYPA board established this award in his honor in 2008.
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haron R. Fulmer Award
for Community Leadership, 2025

SS
FIRST PLACE

ADAM STONE, THE EXAMINER
“Fantastic use of editorial resources and commitment to keep readers and a community caring about a topic.”

SECOND PLACE
ALEX ARRIAGA and KATE HARLOE, NEW YORK FOCUS

“Great model of making the most out of listening. Awesome entry.”

THIRD PLACE
JEFF MORRIS, THE RECORDER NEWS

“Great job utilizing news products to drive home this massively important topic for the community.”

S H A R O N  R .  F U L M E R
Sharon R. Fulmer was co-editor of The Review (Liverpool, NY). She served as president 

of the NYPA board of directors in 1994. In recognition of the countless hours that 
Sharon devoted tocommunity service, this award was established in her honor in 2008. 
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FIRST PLACE
DEAN MOSES, AMNEWYORK METRO

“As attention on ICE and deportations grow, it’s become even harder to cut through the propaganda. 
Moses and amNY are doing a huge service to readers showing something the federal government is trying to hide. 

The consistent coverage goes a long way to shedding light on this issue.”

SECOND PLACE
CHRIS BRAGG, NEW YORK FOCUS

“Well reported and in-depth research to show multiple conflicts of interest by New York politicians.”

THIRD PLACE
ADAM STONE and ABBY LUBY, THE EXAMINER

“Great use of FOIL to bring to light the separation agreement and its cost to the taxpayers. 
Really liked that it was linked in its entirety on the news site. ”

MM         ichelle K. Rea Award
for Best  Freedom of Information

M I C H E L L E  K .  R E A
“Michelle Rea, former Executive Director of the New York Press Association and the New York Press Service, has long been a driving force 

in the world of journalism. With a career defined by versatility and excellence, she has demonstrated exceptional skill in sales, writing, editing, 
advocacy, and organizational leadership — consistently bringing vision to life and advancing the industry forward.

Since assuming leadership of the New York Press Association in March of 1992, Michelle has played an instrumental role in shaping 
the organization into what it is today. Her guidance and tireless efforts on behalf of the industry have left an enduring impact.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Michelle’s dedication to public service is equally remarkable. In the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, she joined New York Press Association board members on the ground to assist with cleanup efforts — 

an embodiment of her compassion and willingness to step forward when it matters most.

This award is being established for the first time in honor of Michelle’s extraordinary dedication 
and lasting contributions to journalism and community alike.”
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Best Overall Publication 
(Print or Online)

FIRST PLACE
The Phoenix
Uniondale
FANTASTIC! Video stories that are 
well written in addition to being well 
shot and edited.  Website layout is 
terrific. We could all learn from these 
folks...Site is so cutting edge I wonder 
whether the big blah mission statement 
up top takes away from the exciting 
dynamism of the site.  Well done!

SECOND PLACE
Hoofbeats
Merrick
Beautifully done. Layout is great with 
lots of white space and big photos. 
Interesting, relevant  stories tightly edited 
so they don’t jump. A clear hands down 
winner.

THIRD PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Very professional. Really well done 
Especially enjoyed the Nov issue. Don’t 
use colored headlines; stop fiddling 
around with your fonts from issue to 
issue. Stick with one styles.

News Story

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Alex Kagoshima
Great localizing of a national story.
Strong lede. Very well (tightly) written.  
Good job.

News Story
SECOND PLACE
Hoofbeats
Merrick
Mark Oladipo
Among many submissions about Gov 
Hochul’s school cell phone ban this entry 
stands out above the pack. Nice lede, 
limited “official speak, well written. 
Good job.

News Story
THIRD PLACE
Jet Gazette
East Meadow
Nusaiba Nursi
A great example of what tight active 
writing can do for a story. Nice lede. 
Super job jumping right into the story, 
leading with student reaction and also 
getting school officials reaction but 
putting that “official speak” later in the 
piece and ending with another student’s 
thoughts. Good job.

est  High  School  Newspaper, 2025BB
Tower from The Masters School, is the 2025 Best High School Newspaper in New York State.

The newspaper staff earned 195 contest points, including the first place award for
News Story, Column, Arts Coverage/Story, Best Front Page, Online/Multimedia Story,  

Social Media/Audience Engagement, Short Video Clips, Special Recognition, and five other awards.

The judges said, “Very professional. Really well done. I especially enjoyed the Nov issue.”

Feature Story

FIRST PLACE
Chaminade Athletics
Mineola
Thomas Gamba
This piece succeeds because it finds a real 
story behind an eye-catching statistic. 
The opening immediately pulls the reader 
in, and the writer smartly builds the 
narrative around contrast — a student 
who once struggled in P.E. becoming a 
world-record holder through discipline 
and persistence. Quotes are used 
effectively to let the subject’s personality 
and mindset come through without 
overexplaining. The pacing is strong, 
the reporting is clear, and the ending 
feels earned. This is confident, engaging 
feature writing that keeps the focus on 
growth, motivation, and character rather 
than just the record itself.

SECOND PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Siena Versaci
This is an ambitious and well-researched 
piece that tackles a complex, timely issue 
with clarity and depth. The writer does an 
effective job connecting national policy 
decisions to their real-world impact 
on students, grounding the story with 
knowledgeable sources and relevant 
student voices. The reporting is thorough 
and demonstrates a strong command of 
the topic. At times the article becomes 
dense and could benefit from tighter 
focus and more narrative flow, but the 
overall work reflects serious journalistic 
effort and thoughtful analysis. A strong, 
informative feature that shows maturity 
and range.

THIRD PLACE
Chaminade Athletics
Mineola
Roman Brunetti
This is a meaningful and clearly reported 
story about a frightening moment and 
the quick thinking that made a difference. 
The writer does a good job explaining 
the sequence of events and letting key 
voices — especially Bonino and Dubeau’s 
father — carry the emotional weight. 
The subject matter is strong and handled 
with care. At times the piece leans more 
toward straightforward recounting than 
deeper storytelling, but the reporting is 
solid and the story effectively highlights 
courage, friendship, and responsibility in 
a real-life situation.

Sports Story

FIRST PLACE
Chaminade Athletics
Mineola
Thomas Gamba
From the opening scene, the writer pulls 
the reader directly into the moment. The 
decision to begin with the championship 
celebration and then trace the path back 
through the postseason works well, 
giving the story urgency and emotional 
weight. The reporting is detailed, but it 
never loses sight of the bigger picture. 
Quotes are well chosen and thoughtfully 
placed, and coaches and players feel 
present and real, which gives the reader a 
genuine sense of what this run meant to 
the team. The newspaper that lands this 
young sports writer one day will be lucky, 
indeed!

SECOND PLACE
Chaminade Athletics
Mineola
Roman Brunetti
This piece captures the rhythm and 
tension of baseball very well, especially 
across a two-game series that swung 
emotionally with every inning. The 
writer shows patience in letting the 
drama build, trusting the game itself to 
create the story rather than forcing it. 
This is an engaging, well-paced account 
that reflects a strong grasp of the sport. 
Nice work!

THIRD PLACE
Horizon
Lynbrook
Justin Williams
The opening immediately drops the 
reader into the chaos and color of 
Sports Night, and that energy carries 
throughout the piece. The writer does an 
excellent job capturing not just who won 
each event, but what the atmosphere 
felt like — the noise, the nerves, and the 
pride each class brought into the gym.

Column

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Alex Kritzer
Brilliant writer. 
War on christmas — Spicy. Well written. 
Broligarchy — one of the best columns 
I have read in a long time. He shines 
a light on the disturbing influence 
the wealthy have over our current 
administration. 

SECOND PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Ray Dai
Ray is a fantastic writer. 
Shame on you is a column we would 
have ran at my paper. We ran an oped 
similiar in theme. Political infighting 
takes away from why these public 
servants are here in the first place. 
It needs to stop. 
Truth Matters — VERY good. He 
dissects americas distrust of scientific 
data and the loss of critical thinking 
skills stemming from an administration 
that deny’s fact and asks us to follow 
blindly.

THIRD PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Katherine Fortna
I can almost smell Katherine’s 
Grammie’s cinnamon rolls. Very 
descriptive. Captivating and heartfelt. 
The column about her father brought 
a tear to my eye. That is the kind of 
positive parental messaging dads need 
to read.

Arts Coverage/Story

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Elaina Barreto
This is very well written and the subject 
matter incredibly unique. It takes a lot 
of courage to conduct these interviews. 
The message relayed is one of kindness 
and consideration for the plight of 
others. The importance of the arts is 
significant here - but this piece is about 
so much more than that.

SECOND PLACE
The Courant
Commack
Bryce Infald
Very well written and a great get for a 
high school to secure a feature on such 
a prominent actor.

THIRD PLACE
Horizon
Lynbrook
Cassandra Levinson
Beautiful and touching feature on Brady. 
This highlights his accomplishments 
and his inspiration.

TOWER
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Feature Photo

FIRST PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Isaac Williams
Who could picture gym class, snow, and 
snowshoes in one image?  This series 
of photos does just that and brings a 
significant visual image to the story.

SECOND PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Issiah Ruiz
Smiles and action.  This photo helps 
show what lunch looks like without cell 
phones.

THIRD PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Maria Viniegra Ocampo
Line them up and shoot photos are not 
usually inspiring but this one helps tell 
the story in an engaging way.

Sports Photo

FIRST PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Isaac Williams
Sand flying, ball in the frame, and a 
determined look on the golfer’s face are 
all elements that make this a photo that 
tells the story and draws the reader to 
want to know more.

SECOND PLACE
Horizon
Lynbrook
Aidan Pearsall
Photographer captures the movement 
and determination of this play.  Players 
faces show it all.

THIRD PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Cooper Stenger
Capturing the players matching stride by 
stride and ball in the air took us into the 
game.

Best Front Page

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Elaina Barreto, Jack Bilman 
and William Grey Dickson
Not only are these well designed 
front pages, you can see growth and 
development between the issues.
From the more prominent use of the 
banner in the second issue, to the photos 
receiving better cropping and placement, 
it’s evident that the layout is maturing 
with each edition. There are multiple 
points of entry for the reader, via the use 
of color, clear and informative captions, 
as well as great photos and graphics. This 
all makes for an engaging product and 
a really fun read. Kudos as well for the 
well-written stories with quotes and call 
outs for more information online. 

SECOND PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Isaac Williams
Though not traditional front page designs 
for a newspaper, these are quite stunning 
visually.  A teaser paragraph or two or a 
reefer bar would be a great way to engage 
more readers and pull them in to read 
more.

THIRD PLACE
Hoofbeats
Merrick
Easy to read with teasers in the reefer 
at the bottom to entice people inside. 
A solid and simple look which gives 
readers a clear story.

Online/Multimedia Story

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Allie Faber, Gus Creech, Devan Patel 
and Mason Aguiar
Video, story, maps, quotes... I’m really 
blown away by this entry. No matter how 
you like to consume your media, this has 
something for everyone. A fantastic job 
bringing a very important topic to life. 

SECOND PLACE
The Phoenix
Uniondale
Mary O’Brien
A great short segment on sailing. 
Where do I sign up?

Graphic Illustration/
Infographic

FIRST PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Leo Fote
This was such a tight competition, with 
amazing drawings from all the entries. 
It was a very difficult decision to pick 
just one. With that being said, this 
graphic was chosen not only with how 
well it relates to the story, but also how 
it provides an urgent feeling with the 
use of color, the manic strokes in the 
background and the large punctuation. 
Readers will most certainly feel that 
familiar pang of “notification” stress just 
by seeing that image and it will help draw 
them in to learn more.

SECOND PLACE
Horizon
Lynbrook
Anabella Errico
A great graphic that really fits the story. 
The sign hanging off the word shut 
down... “chefs kiss”.

THIRD PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Kira Deering
This pair of drawings made me smile. 
I too have had a pink puff of a brain 
randomly trashing things due to lack of 
sleep.  The top part of the illustration has 
fantastic details and gets better the more 
you look at it. Both parts compliment the 
story very well.

Social Media/Audience 
Engagement

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
The engagement within the school’s 
community was evident through the 
diversity of posts and representation 
throughout.

SECOND PLACE
The Verdict
Bayside
This stood out for its creativity and clear 
connection with its audience… really 
effective and well-managed overall with 
smart content choices and a clear sense 
of strategy.

THIRD PLACE
Chaminade Athletics
Mineola
James Butt
Great approach to content, engaging 
and moving in a great direction. Shows 
a good understanding of audience 
engagement.

Short Video Clips

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Gus Creech and Rio Imanishi
This video compellingly elevates a timely 
and universally relevant issue — how 
AI is reshaping teaching and learning 
— through balanced reporting, strong 
storytelling, and real voices from the 
classroom, making it both informative 
and impactful for its local audience.

SECOND PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
William Sun and Ryan Lim
This one stands out for how well-edited 
and purposeful it was created.

THIRD PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Ben Mason, Tor Barreno, Azariah 
Charles and Anna Kremnev
Visually appealing, and shows an 
understanding of intentional posting.

Special Recognition

FIRST PLACE
Tower
Dobbs Ferry
Azariah Charles
Well done video report focused on an 
important topic of inclusivity and safety 
for students of color.

SECOND PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Ray Dai
When meetings become battlefields, 
the loudest voices, not the wisest ones 
win. Well said. “Testing the waters” is 
very well written. Retaining control 
over a resource as vital as water supply 
is an issue that will no doubt have 
a significant impact on Fredonia’s 
elections. Ray’s coverage was detailed 
and concise — shining a light on 
the environmental, political and 
sustainability implications of this matter.

THIRD PLACE
The Spectator
Fredonia
Cassandra Cramer and Ray Dai
This is a compelling issue. One many 
districts are likely facing in the post-
covid funding climate. Cassandra has 
written her piece in a way that is easy 
to understand. That is no small feat 
when covering budgetary controversy.  
The piece is very well done from an 
informational standpoint. The editorial 
drives home the reason why budget 
approval matters. Good luck, Fredonia.

igh  School  Excellence AwardsHH

On a warm June afternoon, Daniel 
Hwang ‘26 reads a school-wide 
email sent to all faculty, staff and students at The Masters School. The message leaves Hwang with a disheartened feeling, a mix of sadness, curiosity and confusion. 

The Head of School, Laura Danforth, 

had just announced her retirement at the end of the 2026-27 school year. As Danforth served as the head of school since 2015, Hwang found it hard to believe that The School would find a worthy replacement.
Nonetheless, The Masters School will need a new leader. 
To educate the community about the transfer of leadership, Jodi Innerfield ‘05, president of the school’s alumni association board and co-chair of the head of school search committee, commented on the process. 

Innerfield described the method, starting with Resource Group 175, a consulting team that mainly searches for school administrators for a variety of international and independent schools.
Innerfield said, “They [Resource Group 175] will put together a position description, which is essentially like a job description for the role, but also more about the school, who we are, what makes us special and what oppor-tunities and challenges we have ahead that will need a new head of school to really address.” 

After this step is complete,  the recruit-ment of applicants by Resource Group 175 will follow, culminating in a search committee of ten members — primarily consisting of fac-ulty, trustees, alumni and parents of students who will continue the search. 
As of now, the process remains in its ini-tial stages, with a brief panel between students and recruiters occurring on Sept. 29. The main goal of this event was to voice the goals for the future of Masters’ leadership. 
Jim Fabian ‘26 explained the discussion further, highlighting that Masters’ decision to involve students within the process meant a lot to those on the panel. Fabian said, “It made us [the students] feel like we had a voice in the process.” 

In the midst of this process,  Danforth also commented on the state of Masters through her own personal angle. 
She said, “So, we are a really compli-cated school… We have people that live on campus, people who live off campus, we have five-day boarding and seven-day boarding. It’s a complicated place, so you really need to know to be comfortable with all of those moving parts.”

The Masters School’s course in leader-ship is still uncertain. However with the feed-back from Danforth,  as well as Innerfield’s in-sight as the president of The Masters School’s alumni association Board, the student body is more informed in both the process and desired characteristics of the school’s new leader.

 New leadership search begins
William Grey Dickson

Web Editor 

 

When P.D. ‘27, a Vietnamese internation-al student, opened his inbox he expected to find the usual stream of school updates. In-stead, he found an email from Robert Fish, the former dean of global studies, about how the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has proposed to shorten student visas to a maximum of four years with a 30-day grace period after graduation. 
This new length is significantly shorter than the original, which had allowed students to stay for as long as their academic program lasts and an additional grace period of 60 days. This new proposal has drawn many re-actions from international students learning in the United States. Many fear that this will disrupt their education after high school, ca-reer paths and whether they are welcome in the U.S.

P.D. mentioned how anxious he was af-ter initially hearing about this: “I was pretty nervous, I didn’t know what to do, how to react, like it was pretty crazy.” 
While P.D. said that the policy has not affected him yet, he is worried that if the pro-posal is approved, continuing his education 

in the U.S. may not be possible. “If it contin-ues to get worse, I might think of learning in Vietnam,” he said. P.D. also mentioned how this rule would make him feel “discriminated [against] and very disrespected.” 
Ukrainian international student Y.S. ‘26 first heard of the proposal from The New York Times. He criticized the decision of the DHS because of the impact on students’ col-lege educations and potential career paths. “It just removes experience opportunities from students and job opportunities for students,” he said. 

Y.S. also mentioned that renewing visas frequently could be very costly and could possibly discourage international students from pursuing master’s degrees or PhDs in the States. He also argued that the U.S.’s greatest value was “being that we take all the smart people, we provide them like we take all the artistic smart people, so we can make innovations in America, we can bring technology. And I think by doing such, like proposing such bills in the government, they send those people away.”
Chinese international student R.Y. ‘28 believes that education should not be used as a way for countries to try and compete against each other. 
“People have to stop using knowledge as a rivalry tool…Thats not the proper way,” she said. 

R.Y. also believes that by shortening  student visa lengths, many opportunities will be blocked, whether that be with education or jobs.  For R.Y., keeping the current student 

visa rules is essential for the U.S. as it will remain a place where international students can build their education and careers.

DHS plan concerns international students
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WILLIAM GREY DICKSON/TOWERTHE GLOBAL MAP IN the Cameron Mann Dining Hall depicts the countries repre-sented in Masters’ diverse cuisine and the student body. Read about how international students’ visas are being affected by a new DHS proposal in Kagoshima’s article.
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HEAD OF SCHOOL LAURA Danforth delivers a speech to students during Founders Day. Danforth, who has served as the head of school since 2015, recently announced that she will be retiring at the end of the 2026-2027 school year.

After a two-year-long battle with Pro-

tect the Knoll, the group that coalesced to 

halt the development of the forested area 

next to the Juhring Nature Preserve known 

as The Knoll, developer Andrew Cortese 

waved the white flag. 
In July, following the group’s first 

public presentation at a Planning Board 

meeting in February, Cortese’s attorney, 

David Steinmetz of Hillside Street, LLC, 

announced that his client would be donating 

the two lots of land to the Village. Four lots 

were originally planned for development, 

but Cortese is no longer under contract to 

purchase two of them. 

“Despite the fact that Hillside has 

maintained, and still contends, that it has the 

right to open The Knoll and develop those 

two lots, Mr. Cortese has decided that it is 

in the best interests of Hillside, the Village, 

and the surrounding neighborhood to with-

draw these applications for development,” 

the statement reads. “We formally offer to 

dedicate free ownership of both lots to the 

Village, provided these lots are maintained 

and preserved as open space in perpetuity.”

After multiple contacts over a three-

week period, Steinmetz and a Village gov-

ernment representative did not respond to a 

request for comment.
Allison Eggleston, an Upper School 

Spanish teacher whose home neighbors The 

Knoll, largely attributes the group’s success 

to the February presentation. “There were 

probably about 30 people, maybe more, that 

were really coming together,” she said. “We 

even had a few extra dress rehearsal run-

through meetings in advance. I think we had 

prepared and just practiced as much as we 

could have, because we felt like these stakes 

were really high.” 
Since Cortese purchased the land in 

early 2024, Protect the Knoll has grown to 

include an arborist, journalist, engineers and 

a graphic designer – all of whom contribut-

ed to the group’s success at the meeting. 

“[Having people with different exper-

tise] lent a lot of credence to what we were 

saying. I think it made us, rightly, appear 

very professional. We weren't just a group 

of neighbors with a complaint,” Eggleston 

said.  
Arborist Mark Sudak joined the legion 

of Protect the Knoll presenters at the Feb-

ruary meeting. He called the Board’s atten-

tion to a nearly 200-year-old Black Oak tree 

that lives right along the “paper street” – an 

undeveloped road that was marked out in a 

subdivision nearly a hundred years ago – 

proposed for construction.

“In a forest that sees wind events, if 

[the trees are] all surrounded by their neigh-

bors, the wind tends to kind of, you know, 

be deadened as they get farther into the can-

opy,” Sudak said. He explained that when 

trees are cut down, forests are more suscep-

tible to damage from foul weather.

Since Cortese donated the land, no 

legal agreement has been drawn up to con-

firm the preservation of The Knoll, accord-

ing to Adam Eggleston, husband of Allison 

Eggleston. 

“We have to hold their feet to the fire 

now. So that's the ‘now’ project [for Protect 

the Knoll],” Adam explained. 

Knoll debate still simmers after 

developer donates plots to Village

Allie Faber

Editor-In-Chief

PROPOSED PAPER STREETS CUT through existing green space and would have 

come within 10 feet of the home of Allison Eggleston, an Upper School Spanish teach-

er. The homes that abut the paper street lie next to a nearly 200-year-old Black Oak 

tree. According to arborist Mark Sudak, the development of the paper streets would 

have encroached on the tree’s root range. 

PROTECTTHEKNOLL.COM

SIGNS FILL THE STREETS neighbor-

ing The Knoll. The developer’s proposal  

threatened to deforest several lots of land  

to construct single-family homes. To build 

these homes, the developer would need to 

clear over 100 trees and install a stormwa-

ter retention system to prevent excessive 

flooding in the neighborhood.
ANNADELE DYOTT/TOWER
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PRINT AND VIDEO COVERAGE ON THE KNOLL

ANNMARISSA GOLDFARB

GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER CELEBRATES after goal from freshman Flynn 

Dixon. The team won an Fairchester Athletic Association playoff game at 

home for the first time in recent memory.
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Best Overall Publication 
(Print or Online)

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Bold design and clean layout push 
The Ithacan to the top in this very 
competitive category. Strong story 
subject selection, and coverage of topics 
important to campus life, from the 
controversial to the mundane combine to 
make this publication an engaging read.

SECOND PLACE
Vanguard
Brooklyn
A great publication: quality journalism, 
innovative design, sharp layout. It 
was a tough decision to give another 
publication a slight edge over the 
Vanguard.

THIRD PLACE
Fordham Observer
New York
Strong reporting and writing, clean 
design. Very solid publication.

News Story

FIRST PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Gabriel Levin
Solid investigative reporting.
Very well done.

SECOND PLACE
Impact, The
Dobbs Ferry
Gabriela Jimenez
Well researched, through reporting 
on a difficult subject. Good job.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Benjamin Leynse
A compelling story. A lot to unpack, 
but you handled it well.

Feature Story

FIRST PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Angelina Tang
With a bias toward this type of 
subject matter, I found this story to 
be fascinating in a category that was 
difficult to judge because there were so 
many fine entries. Tang did a good job 
wit this story.

SECOND PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Julian DeLucia
This is a great read and Ira McKinley 
is a wonderful subject to write about. 
I thoroughly enjoyed this read. Job 
well done.

THIRD PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Ryan Johnson
Impressive data presentation and great 
work on the street with an important 
topic.

Sports Story

FIRST PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Zeinab Faraj
Faraj did a good job with this story. There 
are sources on both sides, and the reporter 
dug in. It stood out in this category.

SECOND PLACE
Cardinal Points
Plattsburgh
Emma Deo
Solid coverage of a championship game.

THIRD PLACE
The Leader
Fredonia
Jack Hoadley
Great look beyond the playing field.

Column

FIRST PLACE
Impact, The
Dobbs Ferry
Cassidy Robideau
In a category with many fine entries, this 
writer stands out for the subject matter 
she writes about and the passion she 
brings to her columns. I enjoyed each 
read and was enlightened about the plight 
and struggles of the Native American 
community. Well done.

SECOND PLACE
Campus Times
Rochester
Frankie Brereton
Brereton is a strong essay writer willing 
to take on important topics and present 
them in a reasoned and informed way. 
A good read in a category with strong 
entries across the board and little 
difference between first, second and third 
places.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Paul Caruso
Caruso is a courageous columnist 
willing to take on issues important to 
him and the student body he is a part of. 
It is refreshing to read this work.

Arts Coverage/Story

FIRST PLACE
Campus Times
Rochester
Alex Holly
Excellent treatment of an important 
campus project. Well organized and 
engaging.

SECOND PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Melissa Moon and 
Sophia Romanov Imber
Nice treatment of a quirky topic made 
for an interesting read.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Angelina Tang
This left me wondering if there weren’t 
something more to the production 
losing its venue, especially after reading 
in a linked article about its loss of 
funding too. Good job, though. Made 
me want to see the movie again.

Feature Photo

FIRST PLACE
Fordham Observer
New York
Grace Santoli
It is difficult to imagine much 
excitement and emotion in a club 
fair, but this photo brings us into the 
crowded space and gives a glimpse of 
just that.

SECOND PLACE
Cardinal Points
Plattsburgh
Justin Rushia
Students were off the rails at this event 
and these photos tell the story well.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Connor Lucente
Cell photos waving, performer 
silhouetted, haze across the lights, 
tell the story.

Sports Photo

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Rashad Bigelow
The agony is evident in this photo.  
Facial expressions, contact of players 
and ball all showing the intensity of the 
competition.

SECOND PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Arthur Wawrzyniak
The anticipation of the dive and the dive 
draws the reader into the moment.  Nice 
capture.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Timmy Xi
Nice action shot.  Capturing feet off 
the ground and ball in the lacrosse stick 
adds to the dynamic nature of the photo.

Best Front Page

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Kaiden Chandler
Bright, bold, and stunning. This 
collection of front pages shows an array 
of design choices meant to pull a reader 
in. From the cut out lettering to the 
carefully selected images, these pages 
are sure to get the student body to pay 
attention to what’s going on locally. 

SECOND PLACE
Fordham Observer
New York
These pages are busy busy and not in a 
bad way. 
From arts to sports (and everything 
in between), these front pages give an 
amazing amount of points of entry. 
The images are bright, the headlines are 
simple. Great job.

THIRD PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Another great entry that shows front 
pages can be filled with text, or really 
shine with alternate layouts. Kudos 
for having a variety and using strong 
typography when it counts.

est  College Newspaper, 2025BB
We don’t know what to call a team that wins the same award 23 times, so we’ll just call it the Best College Newspaper. 

The Ithacan earned 185 points in the college contest, winning first place awards for Best Overall Publication (Print or Onluine), Sports 
Photo, Best Front Page, Online/Multimedia Story, Social Media/Audience Engagement, Short Video Clips and nine other awards.

The judges said, “Bold design and clean layout push The Ithacan to the top in this very competitive category. 
Strong story subject selection, and coverage of topics important to campus life, from the controversial 

to the mundane combine to make this publication an engaging read.”

THE ITHACAN
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Online/Multimedia Story

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Attractive design? Check.
Fantastic stories? Check.
Videos, audio, quotes and links for more 
reading? Check.
Renders great on desktop and mobile? 
Double-check.
Do I have any real interest in Ithaca 
sports? No...
Would I read all of these stories and 
look for more because of how well done 
everything is? Absolutely. 
Amazing package with a comprehensive 
rundown of all the athletics of fall. 

SECOND PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Zeinab Faraj and Marian Caballo
With photos, video, and plenty of links, 
I feel like I could read about this all day 
and really immerse myself into exactly 
what happened. An attractive layout 
compliments a well-written story.

THIRD PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
I love this layout, but it doesnt render as 
well on mobile. The stories are fantastic, 
the visual appeal is there. It just fits much 
better on my 65” screen than it does my 
phone. 

ollege Excellence AwardsCC

Sexual violence 
at Ithaca College 
reveals issues 
within survivor 
justice systems

This story was originally published  

Dec. 7 and was updated online Dec. 9 at 

8:05 p.m. ET and Dec. 10 at 3:25 p.m. ET.

Ithaca College canceled its planned cut 

of board expenses for resident and apart-

ment assistants, following advocacy and 

criticism from the IC campus community. 

Board refers to the college’s meal plan and  

dining costs. 
The Office of Residential Life informed 

RAs and AAs that they were no longer go-

ing to have their board expenses covered 

at a Dec. 4 meeting. After a Dec. 9 meet-

ing with RAs and AAs, Stanley Bazile, vice 

president of student affairs and campus life, 

confirmed to The Ithacan that the proposed 

cuts to RA compensation would not be car-

ried out, and board expenses would still be 

covered in the 2026-27 academic year.

Students living in on-campus residence 

halls are required to have the Residence 

Plan, which costs between $7,102 and 

$8,062 per student annually. RAs receive 

compensation solely through reductions in 

housing and meal plan costs.
The Ithacan spoke to three different RAs 

who said that at the Dec. 4 meeting, Beth 

O’Neill, director of Residential Life and 

Student Conduct and Community Stan-

dards, told the RAs she was directed to cut 

$600,000 from the $1.5 million RA budget. 

In an email sent to all RAs and AAs by 

O’Neill, she said Bazile would meet with the 

RA Advisory Board Dec. 8 and hold a session 

Dec. 9 alongside Marsha Johnson, dean of 

students. Res Life declined to comment. 

Sophomore Virginia Bentley, an RA in 

the Terraces Residence Halls, said they 

called their mom immediately after the  

Dec. 4 meeting. RAs receive 80% of their 

room and board as compensation for their 

first and second semesters, before getting 

an increase to 100% by their third semes-

ter. Bentley, a first-year RA, said they were 

waiting to get their second-year compensa-

tion increase, but were worried it would not 

matter after the cuts. 
“I don’t know if it’s worth [the pay] with 

the amount of work I put into being an RA,” 

Bentley said. “I’m gonna have to figure out 

loans, I’m gonna have to figure out more 

scholarships ... which is not something that 

I thought I would have to do, especially 

right before finals.” 
Junior Sawyer Sloane Simmons, an RA 

in the Towers Residence Halls, said the 

planned cuts to the RA budget felt inten-

tional because RAs are a group of students 

Content warning: This story con-

tains details about sexual violence. 

Anyone seeking help or support can 

contact the National Sexual Assault 

Hotline at 1-800-656-4673.

In September 2024, a first-year 

student reported that two male stu-

dents assaulted her in her on-campus 

residence hall: one who raped her and 

one who sexually assaulted her and as-

sisted in the rape. What followed was 

a process that left her with frustration 

at the criminal legal system’s burden 

of proof, disappointment with the col-

lege’s Title IX process and long-term 

physical and mental health struggles. 

Over a year later, the primary perpe-

trators left the process without being 

convicted of a crime.
The student, who requested to re-

main anonymous due to concerns for 

her safety and privacy, said the acts of 

sexual violence both occurred during 

a party with alcohol in her dorm  

room and after the party while she  

was asleep.
She did not want to disclose the 

names of the students to The Ithacan. 

Not long after, she went to the hospi-

tal to get a rape kit to begin collecting  

evidence of what happened. She 

reported the incident to the Office 

of Public Safety in the beginning of  

September 2024. 
The timeline of her case lines up 

with the Red Zone. Every fall semester, 

colleges are in the Red Zone, which is 

the time period from August through 

Thanksgiving break when over 50% of 

college cases of sexual assault occur, 

especially for first-year students. 
In college, 26.4% of female and  

6.8% of male undergraduate students 

in the United States experience rape  

or sexual assault, according to the 

Rape, Abuse and Incest National  

Network (RAINN). 
For almost the entire 2024-25 aca-

demic year, the student fought to tell 

her story and get the justice in court 

she felt she needed. Loretta Epthi- 

miatos, operations lieutenant in the  

Office of Public Safety and Emergency 

Management at Ithaca College and the 

officer on the student’s case, said that 

when a student comes to OPS saying 

that someone raped them, they collect 

a detailed retelling of what happened. 

She said this collection is the first of 

many times that a victim has to tell  

their story throughout the criminal  

justice process. 
“We’re gonna have to go through 

the whole thing again with the attor-

ney,” Epthimiatos said. “That attorney 

might ask different questions than I 

ask. ... So being a victim in this sort of 

thing is very difficult.”
Burden of proof
Nearly 98% of perpetrators in 

sexual assault and rape cases are not 

convicted, according to RAINN. In the 

New York state criminal justice system, 
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RAs keep advocating after board expenses cut canceled

Resident and apartment assistants were informed that they were going to have 

their board expenses cut at a Dec. 4 meeting. On Dec. 9, the cut was canceled. 
KAELEIGH BANDA/THE ITHACAN

LIFE & CULTURE | PAGE 9 OPINION | PAGE 7 SPORTS | PAGE 13

DEBATES AT 
HOME EMERGE 
AMID HOLIDAYS

IC INEPTLY 
ADDRESSES 
TITLE IX CASES

IC ATHLETICS 
AND DICK’S 
PARTNER UP

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITORS

BY JULIAN DELUCIA,
EAMON CORBO 

In a March 14 press release, the U.S. De-

partment of Education’s Office for Civil Rights  

announced that over 50 colleges and uni-

versities, including Ithaca College, are under  

investigation for alleged racial discrimination.

IC is under investigation for alleged imper-

missible race-based scholarships following a 

complaint filed by the Equal Protection Proj-

ect on June 24, 2024, alleging that the Rashad  

G. Richardson “I Can Achieve” Memorial  

Scholarship and the African Latino Society Me-

morial Scholarship were discriminating against  

students based on their race by only being avail-

able for students of color.

The complaint claims that the scholarships 

violate Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

which forbids discrimination on the basis of 

race, color or national origin in programs and 

activities receiving federal financial assistance. 

At the time of the complaint, the indi-

vidual descriptions for the African Latino  

Society Memorial Scholarship and the Rashad 

G. Richardson “I Can Achieve” Memorial Schol-

arship stated that they were awarded to select  

students who exemplify leadership in BIPOC 

Unity Center programs or other programs  

across the college.

The complaint cited a description of both 

scholarships, stating that they are intended to 

recognize students of color.  

In the Intercom post that announced 

the applications for the scholarships for the  

2024-25 academic year, the post stated that 

the scholarships are awarded to students 

of color. The same criteria is present in the  

announcement for the scholarships for the 

2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24 academic years.

The descriptions of both scholarships were 

changed at some point after the complaint to 

the current descriptions. 

Emily Rockett — vice president, general 

counsel and secretary to the Board of Trustees 

— said she does not know when the criteria for 

the scholarships changed or the specific de-

tails of why the scholarship changed from be-

ing intended to recognize students of color to  

being awarded to select students who exempli-

fy leadership in BIPOC Unity Center programs 

or other programs across the college.

William Jacobson — clinical professor and 

director of the Securities Law Clinic at Cornell 

University and founder of the EPP — said via 

email that IC changing the scholarship require-

ments on its website, does not negate the civil 

rights violation.

“The titling of scholarships and conditions 

for receipt are important and may signal racial  

and ethnic exclusion,” Jacobson said. “That vio-

lates the law regardless of whether some races 

were physically excluded because the promoti- 

on of a segregated scholarship would dissuade, 

in this case, whites from even applying.”

Rockett said she does not believe the past 

language of the scholarship descriptions will 

impact the outcome of the investigation be-

cause the OCR typically proposes a resolution 

agreement aimed at establishing compliance 

going forward. She said that generally, the 

parties enter into a resolution agreement — a  

formal agreement to resolve a conflict. 

“If there were a finding of noncompliance, 

then there is a procedure that OCR would go 

through and we would go in front of an admin-

istrative law judge, and it would be adjudicated 

whether the college would continue to be eli-

gible for Title IV [financial] aid,” Rockett said. 

“That process is extraordinarily rare.”

There is no law or court ruling that  

prohibits scholarship criteria from being based 

on a protected class status, including race.  

Antonio Ingram II, senior counsel at the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund, said the complaint was 

based on an argument that the scholarships vi-

olate the Civil Rights Act, not legal precedent.

“I would say that based on the present state 

of law … there’s not a current legal precedent 

that makes those scholarships prohibited,”  

Ingram II said.
The investigation follows the DOE’s Feb. 14 

Dear Colleague letter that threatens to re-

voke federal funding for all schools that do 

not remove Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

initiatives. The letter applies the decision of 

the 2023 Supreme Court case, Students for 

Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of  

Harvard College — the landmark case that de-

clared race-based affirmative action programs in  

college admissions to be unconstitutional — to 

all aspects of student, academic and campus  

life, including scholarships.

Ingram II said SFFA  

v. Harvard did not in-

clude a fact pattern that 

entailed scholarships for 

racial minorities. He said 

the DOE is attempting to 

make universities comply 

with the mandates of the  

executive branch.

“We see the Trump  

administration trying to ex-

pand that precedent to encompass facts that 

were never before court,” Ingram II said. “And 

I think that’s quite troubling because as a civil 

rights lawyer, that’s not how the law works.”

Rockett said that it is unlikely that the college 

loses Title IV funding because it would have to 

go through a long court process. However, she 

said that federal grant money could be pulled.

Jacobson said his goal and the goal of 

the EPP at large is to end discrimination and 

seek accountability. He said that without  

compliance from schools, he believes reper-

cussions are necessary and should be based on 

the severity determined by the Department of  

Education’s assessment.

“IC should apologize for these discrimina-

tory programs and implement measures to  

compensate students who were excluded based 

on the racially discriminatory promotion,”  

Jacobson said. “IC would do better to admit 

what it had done and explain that it has changed 

its practices, rather than potentially misleading 

the campus by talking only in the present tense. 

The community deserves better.”

Cliff-Simon Vital, interim director of the  

BIPOC Unity Center, said he received messages 

from students after the investigation was first in 

the press. 

“I think there’s a sense of panic, there’s a 

sense of dread, there’s a sense of fear,” Vital 

said. “I want to reiterate that we continue to 

comply and our scholarships … are not based  

off of race. It’s not a  

question we ask. It’s not 

a determining factor.” 

Vital said he and the 

staff at the BIPOC Unity 

Center were sent an email 

March 14 from the college  

informing them that they 

cannot speak about spe-

cifics of the investigation 

on any public platform. 

The email also informed 

him that he is not allowed to delete or change 

any past correspondence related to the 

 scholarships or investigation. 

“It’s not just Ithaca College,” Vital said. “It’s, 

‘Can we apply for FAFSA in a couple of weeks?’ 

and ‘Will there be a Department of Education in 

a couple of weeks?’ So it’s not just this. It’s the 

state of the world.”

Following a complaint by William Jacobson’s Equal 

Protection Project, the U.S. Department of Education 

is investigating IC for alleged racial discrimination. 
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Editor’s note: All international student sources are referred to using their initials to preserve their safety.JP, an international student at Ithaca College, was planning to begin work in the U.S. after graduation in May and make steps toward a green card. But JP’s post-grad plans are not turning out how she thought they would. Since January, the federal government has made aggressive moves to push international students out of the country. 
“I’m unsafe in a country that I have spent almost a decade living [in]and contributing to,” JP said. “I built a life here, and I do everything by the books. … Now, I don’t want to be here. If I’m going to be suffering, I might as well suffer in the comfort of my home.”

No international students at Itha-ca College have had their status or visa terminated in 2025, according to Emily Rockett, vice president, general counsel and secretary to the Board of Trustees. However, the college’s international students have anxiously watched President Donald Trump’s administration revoke the legal status of more than 4,700 in-ternational students at other higher education institutions since his inaug-uration Jan. 20. Following signifi cant 

pushback in court, the administrationannounced April 25 that legal status would be restored for some students who had their status terminated but did not have their visa revoked, and a new system for reviewing legal status-es will be developed. 
ST, an Ithaca College internationalstudent from Belarus, a country she described as politically unstable and unsafe, said the frequent changes in policy have made everyday tasks feel dangerous.

“Before, it was clear what you 

can do,” ST said. “[I’m] really para-noid about it, because you feel like anything can become a reason [to be deported]. … Sometimes you’re just scared to move.”
A spokesperson for the U.S. De-partment of Homeland Security told ABC News that no visa revocations would be reversed. It is unclear how many statuses will be restored and within what timeline. 

Jonathan Grode — U.S. practice director and managing partner of Green and Spiegel, an immigration 

law fi rm — said that while litigation against the government appears to be succeeding, the attack on students has done what it intended to do. “The chaos is by design,” Grode said. “Sometimes the best way to con-trol the many is to dramatically affect the few. The confi dence and the abil-ity to have student visas and  … be here and get an education has been impacted. The protests are being di-minished. The effect has occurred. The result of litigation certainly has merit and matters. But do you see 

protests at universities like we had last spring? … Even though people prevail in court doesn’t mean they’ve necessarily won.”
Rockett said IC International Stu-dent and Scholar Services provides support to students, and the college would try to provide referrals, but it does not give individual legal ser-vices. The college has been hosting sessions for international students to know their rights, including a meet-ing with an immigration lawyer.President La Jerne Cornish told The Ithacan that she would like to offer international undergraduate, graduate and recently graduated students summer housing using the Student Emergency Relief Fund in cases where students are concerned about not being permitted reentry to the U.S. or cannot go home for the summer for other reasons. 

“I’m concerned, like everybody else in the country, about rights being taken,” Cornish said. “We aren’t doing anything public because we don’t want to put anybody in harm’s way. … We want to keep the identi-ties of those who are the most afraid and the most vulnerable as private as we possibly can.”
AC, an international student studying politics at IC, said there has been no communication from the 

Around noon every weekday, the lobby of Park Hall is bustling with students. The Dailies Cafe, commonly referred to as the Park Cafe, is fl ooded with orders. Few-er than fi ve employees at a time make sandwiches and coffees as crowds of students surround them, all wanting a hot panini for lunch. Despite its popular-ity, the cafe faces uncertainty regarding its ability to keep serv-ing its signature paninis going into Fall 2025.
The Dailies Cafe, located next to the main entrance of Park Hall, started serving paninis in Fall 2023 as part of Ithaca College’s meal exchange service, which was introduced to reduce the amount of foot traffi c in the Campus Cen-ter Dining Hall. 

The cafe is a popular retail dining location at the college, averaging 450-500 lunch orders per day, according  to Ithaca Col-lege Dining Services. The cafe

also sells pre-packaged breakfast items, salads and coffees.
Jerome Rotunda — the former supervisor of the cafe who left the college April 17 for another job — said the cafe employees have had tension with faculty and administrators in the Roy H. Park School of Communications.“I think the people in this building are just like, sick and tired of the Park Cafe,” Rotunda said. “They don’t like the noise, they don’t like the look of it … and they just don’t want us to be there.” 

A consistent issue created by the cafe has been the noise. The cafe sits in earshot of multiple classrooms. The panini machines and GrubHub interfaces buzz and beep constantly and cafe workersconversate and play music.Rob Gearhart ’82, associate dean of the Roy H. Park School of Communications, said he oftenreceives complaints from staff and faculty that he relays to the cafe workers. 
“Faculty around that hallway said they couldn’t keep their 

doors open in their classrooms because it was just too noisy coming from the cafe,” Gearhart said. “We would ask them to keep [the noise] down and they were pretty good [complying] with that.”

An incident occurred in which Amy Falkner, dean of the Roy H. Park School of Communica-tions, had a verbal confrontation with Rotunda. 

The Ithacan contacted Falkner and Gearhart with an interview request. Gearhart said Falkner asked him to speak on behalf of the school because he had al-ready been in contact with Dining Services for any issues involving the cafe. Gearhart said Falkner had been speaking in the class-room closest to the cafe and was 

Editor-in-Chief Lorien Tyne and News 
Editor Kaeleigh Banda spoke with Ithaca Col-
lege President La Jerne Cornish about how 
IC is responding to institutional fi nancial challenges and political pressures from the 

federal government.
This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
Kaeleigh Banda: Two of the college’s 

scholarships are under investigation right now 
for alleged racial discrimination, and you re-
cently attended an SGC meeting and stated, “We 
will comply with the law when it’s the law, but 
it’s not the law yet,” regarding those anti-DEI 
efforts. Can you just expand on what you meant 
by that? 

La Jerne Cornish: The only criterion for eli-
gibility for each of those scholarships is that you 
are a current undergraduate student. We do not 
admit students to Ithaca College based on race. 
… Somebody made some assumptions about 
the scholarships, and it was inaccurate. KB: You recently signed “A Call for Cons-

tructive Engagement.” Can you talk more about 
the decision-making behind that?LJC: It’s who we are and what we stand 

for as an institution. I just repeated what our 
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ASSISTANT NEWS EDITORS

Graphic Illustration/
Infographic

FIRST PLACE
Fordham Observer
New York
Durga Desai
Bright, colorful. This is what graphic 
illustration is all about. From the bold 
renderings of images to the quotes in 
bubbles, this page really draws me in. A 
fantastic layout made me really feel like 
I was wandering the yellow brick road 
while reading it.

SECOND PLACE
Cornell Daily Sun
Ithaca
Sophia Curbelo
The combination of a bright bold image 
to lead and a chart showing just how 
much costs have gone up really help the 
visualization for this story. Seeing the 
lines skyrocket explains the issue faster 
than any words can.

THIRD PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Sofia Fitzgerald
I’ll admit, I’m a sucker for hand-drawn 
illustration to accomany stories. 
The image in this one really made 
me smile while also giving a fabulous 
illustration of political rivalries that might 
occur when students head home for 
break.

Social Media/Audience 
Engagement

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Julian DeLucia and Tamar Wachi
Strong college-level journalism social 
content that humanizes a local subject, 
demonstrates reporting depth, and 
gains added engagement value through 
cross-platform student collaboration 
(TikTok).

SECOND PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Clearly tailored very well to viewers. 
Strong and sharp all around.

THIRD PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Maddy Dombrow, Julia Hargreaves, 
Alex Hankey and Tamar Wachi
Visually appealing, and shows an 
understanding of intentional posting.

Short Video Clips

FIRST PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Jackie Kofron and Sarah Cochi
Overall it’s a clear and engaging 
profile that highlights how the group 
fosters a supportive, inclusive learning 
environment for female and nonbinary 
audio engineers, effectively illustrating 
both their goals and importance in 
addressing gender gaps within the field.

SECOND PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
The visuals are sharp, the editing is 
purposeful, and the story comes through 
clearly.

THIRD PLACE
The Ithacan
Ithaca
Ryan Johnson and Ava Suffredini
An enjoyable and thoughtfully produced 
video with a strong foundation in 
storytelling and editing. 

Special Recognition

FIRST PLACE
The Impact
Dobbs Ferry
Cassidy Robideau
This deeply reported piece powerfully 
centers Indigenous voices to expose the 
long-term human cost of environmental 
injustice, combining historical context, 
lived experience, and accountability 
journalism with clarity and compassion.

SECOND PLACE
The Impact
Dobbs Ferry
Brianna Nicotina and 
Gabriela Jiminez
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