
Photo-based GIFs 
and Animations
for News 
(with a word about AI)



“Animation is the language of social media.”
- Mashable’s Stacy Martinet 



HOW ARE GIFs USED?

● Social Media Teasers
● Thumbnails
● Technology Stories
● Pop Culture Stories
● Trend Stories
● Add Value to

Print 



First introduced by Compuserve in 1987, the Graphics Interchange Format (GIF) is one of 
the most common formats for animated images. For more than a decade the format was 
eclipsed by the near-universal support for Flash and PNG, but during the 1990s and early 
2000s GIFs were a defining component of the Web. 

WHAT EXACTLY IS A GIF?

● Run native to a browser 
● Low bandwidth
● Easy to produce
● New platform to enhance the user’s experience 
● and tell stories in new ways
● Ideal for mobile and wearable media
● Splice vids into the essential information
● Compress or expand time
● Hold our attention longer than a still image
● The camp or kitsch factor 
● The culture of exchange, remixing and shared 

authorship



A GIF is essential a flip book produced digitally. 
“Frames,” either taken from photos or video, are 
stacked atop each and then played sequentially, 
typically looped.

They come in two basic formats: Bursts and Loops

WHAT EXACTLY IS A GIF? (part II)



What exactly is a GIF? (part III)

A Graphics Interchange Format (GIF) 
image is essentially a flip book produced 
digitally. GIFs are very space efficient 
and play “native” to your browser and on 
your mobile. 



Added Visual Value for Mobile and Social



GIFs and Data (and social media)



CREATE YOUR OWN ANIMATION: PS & EZGIF



WHERE TO LOOK: Archives 



WHERE TO LOOK: Archives



WHERE TO LOOK: Photo Only



WHERE TO LOOK: Government



WHERE TO LOOK: Graphics



What is 
The Public Domain?

The public domain (PD) consists of all 
the creative work to which no 
exclusive intellectual property rights 
apply. Those rights may have expired, 
been forfeited, expressly waived, or 
may be inapplicable. Because no one 
holds the exclusive rights, anyone can 
legally use or reference those works 
without permission.

Steamboat Willie (1928)



What is Fair Use?

In the United States, copyright is limited by the concept 
of "fair use." Fair use allows for limited use of copyrighted
 material for, but not limited to the following: criticism, 
commentary, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or 
research may be considered fair. 

U.S. judges determine whether a fair use defense is valid 
according to four factors. In some other countries, there is a 
similar concept called "fair dealing" that may be applied 
differently. Remember, it is your responsibility to understand the 
relevant law and whether it protects the use you have in mind. If 
you plan to use copyrighted material you didn’t create, I advise 
you to take legal advice first.



What is Fair Use (part II)?
1. The purpose of the use, including whether such use is commercial or for nonprofit 
educational purposes. Courts often focus on whether the use is “transformative.” That 
is, whether it adds new expression or meaning to the original or whether it merely 
copies from the original. 

2. The nature of the copyrighted work. Using material from primarily factual works is 
more likely to be fair than material that is artistic or an opinion. 

3. The amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted 
work as a whole. However, even a small taking may weigh against fair use in some 
situations if it constitutes the “heart” of the work. 

4. The effect of the use upon the potential market for, or value of, the copyrighted 
work Uses that harm the copyright owner's ability to profit from his or her original 
work by serving as a replacement for demand for that work are less likely to be fair 
uses.



EXPLORING AI THE AI OPTION - Midjourney, DALL E2 and others  



EXPLORING AI THE AI OPTION - Midjourney, DALL E2 and others  



THANK YOU!

https://bit.ly/NYPA_archive


