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MAKE SOME NOISE! —  BabaKazi Oliver led an African drumming and percussion workshop at the Desmond-Fish Public Library 
in Garrison on Nov. 12. For more photos, see Page 25.  Photo by Ross Corsair

STATE 
CHAMPS!
With 80 
seconds left 
in the Class C 
title game on 
Nov. 13, Ryan 
Eng-Wong put 
a quick kick 
past the goalie 
for the winning 
score. For more 
coverage, see 
page 13.

Photos by Amy Kubik

Small farms meet holiday 
demand as costs rise
By Leonard Sparks

They strut and peck and gobble, puff-
ing their feathers and moving in 
unison as Nicole Scott and Maddie 

Morley pay a visit, after first removing an 
electrified net that keeps predators like 
raccoons and weasels at bay. 

Some of the turkeys are coated in black 
feathers and others white or brown or mixed 
colors, and they descend from once-endan-
gered breeds with names like black Spanish, 

Ruling Delays 
Cannabis Shops
Court order aff ects Beacon, 
Cold Spring and other areas
By Leonard Sparks

A federal judge last week ordered a 
temporary ban on cannabis retail 
licenses in the Mid-Hudson and 

four other regions in response to a lawsuit 
that accuses New York State of discriminat-
ing against out-of-state applicants. 

The lawsuit was filed by Variscite NY One, 
a company incorporated in Albany County 
but whose primary address is in Beverly Hills, 
California. Its majority owner is Kenneth Gay, 
a resident of Battle Creek, Michigan, who was 
convicted of a marijuana crime in that state. 
He and a partner are challenging New York’s 
criteria for retail licenses, including the deci-
sion to award the first permits to people with 
in-state marijuana convictions.

Judge Gary Sharpe of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of New York 
issued his injunction on Nov. 10. It applies to 
five areas that Variscite selected as poten-
tial locations for its retail shop: the Mid-
Hudson, where Beacon and Cold Spring are 

(Continued on Page 11)

Gobbling Up Local Meats

(Continued on Page 10) (Continued on Page 7)

At Haldane, it starts 
with a fi st bump 
By Joey Asher

Could our polarized political envi-
ronment be fixed with a fist bump?

That’s a question that comes to 

mind when you listen to Jackie McGrath 
talk about how she creates a civil environ-
ment for discussion in her U.S. history 
classes at Haldane High School.

Part of McGrath’s mission is to make 
sure that in a world where Instagram, 
Facebook and Twitter comprise an often-

Lessons in Civil Discourse
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PHOTO CREDITS

FRONT C O V E R 
TOP:  Gathering of Nations

Ross Corsair, The Highlands Current

On Stage: Jim MacLean, The Scarsdale 
Inquirer

Tackle: Benjamin Patton , The Reporter

Hay Ride: Christopher Lenney, Watertown 
Daily Times

Drumming Workshop: Ross Corsair, The 
Highlands Current

B A C K  C O V E R

Running for a cause: Tim Baker, East Mead-
ow Herald

Woman in truck: David Banthel, The Suffolk 
Times

Tending chickens: Erica Miller, The Daily 
Gazette

Demo derby: Benjamin Patton, The 
Reporter

And the Winners Are...
NEWSPAPERS OF THE YEAR

The Highlands Current
The Times Union

STuART C. DORmAN AWARD
Editorial Excellence

Times Union

2022 WRiTER OF THE YEAR

Jeff Coltin 
City & State

2022 SPORTS WRiTER OF THE YEAR

Mike MacAdam
The Daily Gazette

PAST PRESiDENTS’ AWARD FOR GENERAl ExCEllENCE
The Suffolk Times — First Place, Division 1

The Smithtown News — First Place, Division 2

BEST FRONT PAGE
Colonie Spotlight — First Place, Division 1

The East Hampton Press — First Place, Division 2

BEST EDiTORiAl PAGE
Williston Times — First Place

The Riverdale Press— Second Place
The Village Sun — Third Place

PHOTOGRAPHiC ExCEllENCE
The Suffolk Times — First Place

The Highlands Current — Second Place
Queens Chronicle — Third Place

The Ithaca Voice — Honorable Mention

OvERAll DESiGN ExCEllENCE
Roslyn Times  — First Place

Queens Chronicle  — Second Place
The Suffolk Times  — Third Place

Shelter Island Reporter — Honorable Mention

ADvERTiSiNG ExCEllENCE
The Highlands Current  — First Place

Sullivan County Democrat — Second Place
Nassau Herald  — Third Place

JOHN J. EvANS AWARD
Advertising Excellence
The Post-Standard

2022 ROOkiE REPORTER OF THE YEAR

Christopher Gangemi
The East Hampton Star

2022 PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

Dean Moses
amNew York Metro
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About the 2022 Better Newspaper Contest …
154 newspapers submitted 2,657 entries.

Participating newspapers competed for awards in 70 categories, and for Newspaper of the Year,
the Stuart C. Dorman Award for Editorial Excellence and the John J. Evans Award for Advertising Excellence.

380 awards were presented during NYPA’s Spring Conference March 31and April 1, 2023.
The entries were judged by members of the Colorado Press Association.

The winners were determined based on the following point system:

The Top Five — Group or Chain Newspapers
TOTAL CONTEST POINTS:

Express News Group  — 430 points
The Express News Group earned 430 total contest points including 14 (yes, 14!) first-place awards, 9 second-place awards, and 

12 third-place awards.  First-place awards included Best Front Page, Best News Website, 
Best Solutions Journalism Project and Best Feature Story.

Schneps Media Group — 250 points
The Schneps Media Group earned 250 total contest points including 4 first place awards, 12 second place awards, and 

10 third place awards.  First place awards included Photographer of the Year, Best Spot News Coverage, 
Best Feature Story and Best Media Kit.

Times Review Newspapers — 230 points
The Times Review Newspapers earned 230 total contest points including 7 first place awards, 6 second place awards, and 

6 third place awards.  First place awards included Past Presidents’ Award for General Excellence, 
Photographic Excellence, and Best Spot News Coverage.

Johnson Newspaper Group — 145 points
The Johnson Newspaper Group earned 145 total contest points including 2 first-place awards, 7 second-place awards and 

7 third- place awards.  First-place awards included Best Spot News Photo and Best Small Space Ad.

 Gannett — 135 points
Gannett earned 135 total contest points – four first-place awards, four second-place awards, and 3 third-place awards.

  First-place awards include Coverage of Education, Coverage of Health, Health Care and Science, News Story and Feature Story.

The Top Five — Single Flag newSpaperS
TOTAL CONTEST POINTS:

The Highlands Current — 260 points
Times Union — 260 points

East Hampton Press — 195 points
The Suffolk Times — 180 points

The Southampton Press – Eastern Edition — 135 points

The Top Five — ToTal ediTorial poinTS
Times Union — 210 points

The Highlands Current — 185 points
East Hampton Press — 140 points
The Journal News — 125 points
The Suffolk Times — 110 points

The Top Five — ToTal adverTiSing poinTS
The Post Standard — 70 points

Williston Times — 50 points
The Highlands Current — 50 points

East Hampton Press — 45 points
The Scarsdale Inquirer — 30 points

The Suffolk Times — 30 points

EACH First Place AWARD........................................20 points
EACH Second Place AWARD...................................10 points
EACH Third Place AWARD......................................5 points
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Most competitive categories …

C A T E G O R Y  3 2 — F E A T U R E   S T O R Y
Congratulations to the first-place winners in the most competitive category in the contest!

Division 1:...........................................................................................................Victor Feldman, Red Hook Daily Catch
Division 2:....................................................................................................................... Sarah Wolpoff, Westmore News
Division 3:........................................................................ Robbie Sequeira, Bronx Times Reporter and Bronx Times
Division 4:................................................................................................. Michelle Trauring, The East Hampton Press
Division 5:...................................................................................................................... Carly Newton, Press-Republican
Division 6:.................................................................................................................... Matthew Korfhage, Journal News

C A T E G O R Y  3 1 — N E W S   S T O R Y
The quality of the entries in this category was outstanding — congratulations to:

Division 1:......................................................................................................................... Lincoln Anderson, Village Sun 
Division 2:................................................................................................................ Jeff Simms, The Highlands Current 
Division 3:................................................................................................. Christine Sampson, The East Hampton Star
Division 4:.................................................................................................................... Matthew Korfhage, Journal News

C A T E G O R Y  4 0 — F E A T U R E  P H O T O ( S )
The judges had a particularly difficult time with this competitive category — congratulations to:

Division 1:............................................................................................................. Ryan Sweezey, Suffolk County News
Division 2:............................................................................................Ron Esposito, The Southampton Press-Eastern
Division 3:.................................................................................................................................. Jim Franco, Times Union

C A T E G O R Y  3 3 — B E S T  N E W S  O R  F E A T U R E  S E R I E S
Many fine examples of excellent research and writing — congratulations to:

Division 1:...................................................................................Chip Rowe, Leonard Sparks, The Highlands Current
Division 2:...................................................................................................................... Carly Newton, Press-Republican

C A T E G O R Y 4 1 — S P O R T S  A C T I O N  P H O T O ( S )
Catching the right image at the right time — congratulations to:

Division 1:.......................................................................................... Ron Esposito, The Southampton Press-Western 
Division 2:............................................................................................................ Jeremy Garretson, The Suffolk Times
Division 3:............................................................................................................... Peggy Gallery, The Smithtown News

C A T E G O R Y  3 6 — B E S T  C O L U M N
Providing perspective… making the reader think, understand and care — congratulations to:

Division 1:......................................................................................................................... Andy Flynn, Lake Placid News
Division 2:............................................................................................................ Daniel Dunaief, Village Times Herald
Division 3:................................................................................................................................ Casey Seiler, Times Union

C A T E G O R Y  30 — S P O T   N E W S   C O V E R A G E
Great coverage of a single news event — congratulations to:

Division 1:......................................................................... Douglas Cunningham, Putnam County News & Recorder                                                                                                    
Division 2:......................................... Tim Gannon, Tara Smith, Joe Werkmeister, Steve Wick, The Suffolk Times
Division 3:..................................................................................... Robert Pozarycki, Dean Moses, amNewYork Metro
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FiRST PlACE:

CHRiSTOPHER GANGEmi

THE EAST HAmPTON STAR 
Chris is a reporter and the author of the “On the Wing” bird column for The East Hampton Star. After 
graduating from Columbia University and barely surviving a close brush with capitalism, he raised a 
family in Sag Harbor, where he has lived full-time for over two decades. In his role at the Star, which is 
his first job in journalism, he covers village government, regulatory boards, environmental topics, and 
community features. When he’s not working, he sometimes enjoys hiking, birding, playing “Wingspan” 
with his two daughters, his cats, and fretting about the future. He hates bamboo, Range Rovers, and ful-
ly-cleared building lots.

The judges said: “In his entry note this rookie reporter states that he ‘barely survived a close brush with 
capitalism,’ moving into journalism as a midlife career change. Perhaps his trajectory gives unfair advan-
tage, but he is the winner of this “rookie reporter of the year competition.” His writing is superb, even ele-
gant. His reporter’s curiosity leads him to finely-crafted narratives on such diverse topics as horse farriers 
(A farrier learns that the first step to shoeing a horse is applying fly spray) to the avid passion of metal 
detectorists, as in one who searches for history with a metal detector. A distant cry for help overheard at 
a beachfront condo dinner party turns into a dramatic rescue narrative. A complaint against a volunteer 
EMT becomes a even-handed exposition on the deep rift between the volunteers of the Village Ambulance 
Association and the more recently arrived paid EMTs. For a “rookie,” his stories pull you right through. You 
can’t stop reading. The world of commerce’s loss is journalism’s gain. Nice work, Chris.”

Rookie Reporter of the Year, 2022
There were 16 entries in this category

SECOND PlACE:

SAHAliE DONAlDSON, CiTY & STATE
Sahalie Donaldson is a reporter at City & State New York where she primarily covers New York City politics and 
education. She’s also the head writer of First Read, a daily political newsletter with over 30,000 subscribers. 
Donaldson is a 2021 graduate of the City University of New York’s Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journal-
ism fresh out of navigating the ups and downs of university life during the COVID-19 pandemic. Prior to join-
ing City & State last summer, she completed internships with The Chronicle of Higher Education in Washington, 
D.C., The Mott Haven Herald in New York City as well as the Deseret News and The Salt Lake Tribune in Utah. 

The judges said: “Sahalie Donaldson has social justice instincts, a nose for news, and a captivating writing style 
that includes a wry sense of humor and irony. The proposed new Orchard Beach tent shelter for asylum seekers 
arriving in the city by the thousands: Uh, a problem. Orchard Beach is prone to flooding, and the Atlantic hur-
ricane season is picking up steam. The entire area is designated as a “special flood hazard area” on the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s flood map, and is entirely within the city’s “Zone 1” hurricane evacuation des-
ignation. Oops. Also, a great story idea to examine the Second Chance Democratic Club and the voting rights of 
felons. Little known factoid: 90 percent of inmates in Rikers are eligible to vote, but of those approximately 5,000 
potential voters only about 300 actually pulled it off. All of Sahalie’s story entries are well reported and nicely 
written. This is a woman with a career in front of her, and she is certainly worthy of recognition in the New York 
Press Association’s rookie reporter of the year competition.”

THiRD PlACE:

SHANTEl DESTRA, CiTY & STATE
Shantel Destra is a native New Yorker with a passion for journalism and politics. In May 2022, Shantel gradu-
ated from Columbia Journalism School where she served as co-president of the school’s National Association 
of Black Journalists. After graduation, Shantel was selected to be a fellow in Politico’s Summer Journalism 
Institute and interned with The City. Since September 2022, Shantel has worked as a state politics reporter with 
City & State. At City & State, Shantel has focused on the politics and policies affecting New York. Shantel has 
reported extensively on 2022 midterm elections – including the competitive gubernatorial race, the campaign 
promises of then-candidate Rep. Lee Zeldin and an analysis of the competitive state Senate and Assembly races. 
Shantel has also reported a long-form piece examining the governor’s relationship with Puerto Rico and most 
recently has done extensive coverage on the governor’s legislative priorities heading into her second term. As a 
political reporter, Shantel enjoys building community relationships for thorough reporting and writing stories 
that offer deep analysis for readers. Shantel’s biggest career motivation is to continue to serve her fellow New 
Yorkers by reporting on the politics and policy issues that directly impact their everyday lives. 

The judges said: “Shantel Destra’s work on the politics beat for City and State is sparked by great reporting and 
sophisticated writing. Her examination of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s complicated attempts to curry favor with Puerto 
Rico, and thus the many thousands of Puerto Rican voters in New York, is an example of both. Likewise is her sto-
ry on the “long fall” of Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney, the chair of the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee, who, alas, could not get himself reelected. Erudite and professional, as with the other winners of 
rookie reporter recognition -- and others in this excellent category competition that didn’t place -- Destra brings 
reassurance that the future of journalism is in good hands. Thank you, Shantel.”
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Excellence Awards
 You not only learn while reading 
his stories, it’s a real pleasure to do 
so. That all city halls were as well 
reported.   

SECOND PlACE
THE BROOklYN PAPER, BROOklYN

Kirstyn Brendlen
The diversity of work in this entry 
is  worthy of note. A nursing home 
death leads to examination of the 
shoddy operation of the home and 
the sleazeball real estate profiteers 
who brought that about. Contrast 
that with a lovely feature about 
Francesca Kaczynski, a 9-month-old 
little girl who died of brain cancer 
and a small magnolia tree planted 
in Prospect Park in her honor, and 
the loyalty of the child’s father 
who visits and brings flowers every 
day. Her takeout on the closure of 
Park Church, with more than a little 
push from the Lutheran Synod of 
New York, shows how a venerable 
community institution, and the 
people who comprise that commu-
nity, are more or less backhanded 
away. Oh, and did you know that 
polio has been found in Brooklyn 
wastewater? Unvaccinated Brook-
lynites do. Congratulations on this 
wide-ranging, highly readable work.

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Michael Wright
Reading Michael Wright’s work for 
the East Hampton Press is to gain 
intimate knowledge of the commu-
nity he covers. One almost starts 
feeling like a native. There’s the 
gripping drama of police officer 
Grace Peterson delivering a baby 
on the front porch of the mother’s 
home,  and then saving the child 
by unwrapping the umbilical cord 
from her  neck; a knowledgeable ac-
count of the total collapse (thanks 
to pesticide spraying in the time of 
a West Nile outbreak) and possible 
resurgence of the Long Island lob-
ster fishery;  a 10-year retrospective 
on Hurricane Sandy and an account-
ing of the $4.9 billion in infrastruc-
ture spending to brace against the 
next super storm; a thoroughly 
interesting look at the restoration 
of Montauk lighthouse, originally 
constructed during George Wash-
ington’s era, and the last flight of 
popular local pilot and aviation 
leader, doomed by the fact that a 
single nut was missing from one his 
wing strut bolts. I should also men-
tion that on at least three of days 
for which Michael entered stories, 
he also wrote every other bylined 
story on page 1. That’s a lot of work 
done well. 

THiRD PlACE
THE RivERDAlE PRESS, RivERDAlE
We liked this paper a lot, and if we 
lived in the area, would be loyal 
subscribers.  For the most part, the 
layout could do with a little more 
white space and bigger headlines, 
maybe with some different fonts, 
it wasn’t always clear if we were 
looking at a new headline or just a 
subhead.  The ads were good, there 
was absolutely excellent community 
engagement.  Scored low on sports 
due to lack of coverage, would have 
ranked much higher if that wasn’t a 
judging criteria. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
GAY CiTY NEWS, NEW YORk
Excellent, wide range of LGBTQ+ 
issues, from politics to housing to 
food to community.  Definitely all 
on theme, but diverse within that 
theme, and well done.  The front 
pages were strong, the photos and 
art diminish a lot inside.   Got ding-
ed for not having sports, but a very 
good publication that doesn’t need 
to include them if it weren’t part of 
the judging criteria.

ROOkiE REPORTER

OF THE YEAR

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON

Christopher Gangemi
In his entry note this rookie report-
er states that he “barely survived 
a close brush with capitalism,” 
moving into 
journalism as a midlife career 
change. Perhaps his trajectory gives 
unfair advantage, but he is the 
winner of this “rookie reporter of 
the year competition.” His writing is 
superb, even elegant. His reporter’s 
curiosity leads him to finely-crafted 
narratives on such diverse topics 
as horse farriers --”A farrier learns 
that the first step to shoeing a 
horse is applying fly spray”--to the 
avid passion of metal detectorists, 
as in one who searches for history 
with a metal detector. A distant cry 
for help overheard at a beachfront 
condo dinner party turns into a dra-
matic rescue narrative. A complaint 
against a volunteer EMT becomes 
a even-handed exposition on the 
deep rift between the volunteers of 
the Village Ambulance Association 
and the more recently arrived paid 
EMTs. For a “rookie,” his stories 
pull you right through. You can’t 
stop reading. The world of com-
merce’s loss is journalism’s 
gain. Nice work, Chris.

SECOND PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Sahalie Donaldson
Sahalie Donaldson has social 
justice instincts, a nose for news, 
and a captivating writing style that 
includes a wry sense of humor and 
irony. The proposed new Orchard 
Beach tent shelter for asylum 
seekers arriving in the city by the 
thousands: Uh, a problem. Orchard 
Beach is prone to flooding, and the 
Atlantic hurricane season is picking 
up steam. The entire area is des-
ignated as a “special flood hazard 
area” on the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency’s flood map, 
and is entirely within the city’s 
“Zone 1” hurricane evacuation des-
ignation. Oops. Also, a great story 
idea to examine the Second Chance 
Democratic Club and the voting 
rights of felons. 
Little known factoid: 90 percent 
of inmates in Rikers are eligible to 
vote, but of those approximately 
5,000 potential voters only about 
300 actually pulled it off. All of 
Sahalie’s story entries are well 
reported and nicely written. This is 
a woman with a career in front of 
her, and she is certainly worthy of 
recognition in the New York Press 
Association’s rookie reporter of the 
year competition.

THiRD PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Shantel Destra
Shantel Destra’s work on the 
politics beat for City and State is 
sparked by great reporting and 
sophisticated writing. Her exam-
ination of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s 
complicated attempts to curry 
favor with Puerto Rico, and thus the 
many thousands of Puerto Rican 
voters in New York, is an example 
of both. Likewise is her story on the 
“long fall” of Congressman Sean 
Patrick Maloney, the chair of the 
Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee, who, alas, could 
not get himself reelected. Erudite 
and professional, as with the other 
winners of rookie reporter recogni-
tion -- and others in this excellent 
category competition that didn’t 
place -- Destra brings reassurance 
that the future of journalism is in 
good hands. Thank you, Shantel. 

WRiTER OF THE YEAR

FiRST PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Jeff Coltin
We sometimes see great reporting 
that doesn’t lead to great writing. 
But we never see great writing that 
isn’t underpinned by great report-
ing. In the work of this reporter, 
we see great writing riding on the 
shoulders of great reporting. With 
inside knowledge, quiet author-
ity, and a bemused eye for the 
strengths and frailties of his 
subjects, this reporter gives his 
readers the impression they’ve 
known these political characters 
all along. Or, if not, they do now. 
Mayor Eric Adams will meet with 
virtually anyone, and this does 
mean anyone. Gang members who 
have murdered people. Anti-vaxx-
ers. Disgraced former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. And Adams gives a very 
spirited defense of why that is. 
In his wonderful profile of Ingrid 
Lewis-Martin, the so-called “lioness 
of City Hall,” and Adams’ closest 
adviser, he quotes her as saying, 
“When people say she’s nasty, or 
she’s a bitch,” referring to herself, 
“you should ask them: What did 
you do to her?” Then there’s the Bi-
ble verse poster on her office wall: 
‘“No weapon formed against me 
shall prosper,” Isaiah 54:17. Tough 
as nails, and in this reporter’s tell-
ing, eminently admirable.

PAST PRESiDENTS’ AWARD

DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE

THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiCuCk
Very clean paper.  The layout was 
well done and easy to follow.  Some 
hard hitting news in it, the death of 
the high schooler and the piece on 
Ukraine were both very moving.

SECOND PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS, 
EAST HAmPTON
Good, but very formulaic.  Sections 
were nice breakouts, but everything 
was laid out so similarly it all sort 
of blurred together.  All the papers 
in this group felt exactly the same.

THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT, 
PHiliPSTOWN
An excellent paper.  It has excellent 
community engagement, and lots of 
personal stories and pieces.  The 
graphic design was nice, the multi-
page spreads on the parade and 
Black History were very interesting.  

HONORABlE mENTiON
lONG BEACH HERAlD, 
lONG BEACH
Overall pretty good, the classified 
layout was very nice, as was the em-
phasis on community and culture.  
Some of the news layout choices 
made it hard to follow where the 
story was flowing.  The pictures 
and art were very good.  Got dinged 
for the lack of sports, but otherwise 
very enjoyable. 

PAST PRESiDENTS’ AWARD

DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE SmiTHTOWN NEWS, 
SmiTHTOWN
Fantastic! Very clean, neatly laid 
out, easy to follow.  Clear section 
distinctions.  Having a headline 
bleed across two pages with the 
gutter in the middle was jarring, 
and having ‘the News’ bolded in an 
article was questionable, maybe just 
italicize it next time.  No real com-
plaints otherwise, all the photos 
were excellent.

SECOND PlACE

THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER, 
NORTHPORT
Fantastic! Very clean, neatly laid 
out, easy to follow.  Clear section 
distinctions.  Having a headline 
bleed across two pages with the 
gutter in the middle was jarring, 
and having ‘the News’ bolded in an 
article was bad, maybe just italicize 
it next time.  No real complaints 
otherwise, all the photos were ex-
cellent. This was done by the same 
group as did Smithtown’s paper 
and I liked both very much, it was 
a tossup as to who got first.  Abso-
lute kudos to the team. 
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Writer of the Year, 2022
There were 38 entries in this category

FiRST PlACE: 

Jeff coltiN, citY & stAte
Jeff Coltin is the City Hall bureau chief for City & State New York, where he start-
ed working as an intern in 2014. He launched the Campaign Confidential news-
letter and has focused on city politics and elections. He started covering news in 
New York City months after starting at Fordham University in the Bronx. Jeff was 
born and raised in Phoenix, Arizona, and now lives on the Upper West Side. 

The judges said: “We sometimes see great reporting that doesn’t lead to great 
writing. But we never see great writing that isn’t underpinned by great reporting. 
In the work of this reporter, we see great writing riding on the shoulders of great 
reporting. With inside knowledge, quiet authority, and a bemused eye for the 
strengths and frailties of his subjects, this reporter gives his readers the impression 
they’ve known these political characters all along. Or, if not, they do now. Mayor 
Eric Adams will meet with virtually anyone, and this does mean anyone. Gang 
members who have murdered people. Anti-vaxxers. Disgraced former Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. And Adams gives a very spirited defense of why that is. In his wonder-
ful profile of Ingrid Lewis-Martin, the so-called “lioness of City Hall,” and Adams’ 
closest adviser, he quotes her as saying, “When people say she’s nasty, or she’s a 
bitch,” referring to herself, “you should ask them: What did you do to her?” Then 
there’s the Bible verse poster on her office wall: ‘“No weapon formed against me 
shall prosper,” Isaiah 54:17. Tough as nails, and in this reporter’s telling, eminently 
admirable. You not only learn while reading his stories, it’s a real pleasure to do so. 
That all city halls were as well reported.”

SECOND PlACE:

kirstYN BreNDleN, 
the BrooklYN PAPer

A New Jersey native and enthusiast, Kirstyn covers northern Brooklyn for The 
Brooklyn Paper, from Greenpoint to Gowanus. Named one of NYPA’s Writers 
of the Year in 2021, Kirstyn has continued to hone her craft at Brooklyn Paper, 
where she has excelled to digital/deputy editor. When she’s not breaking news no 
one else has, or diving deep into the most important stories, she’s helping Brook-
lyn Paper’s EIC push stories out — sharpening her skills in the process.

The judges said: “The diversity of work in this entry is  worthy of note. A nursing 
home death leads to examination of the shoddy operation of the home and the 
sleazeball real estate profiteers who brought that about. Contrast that with a lovely 
feature about Francesca Kaczynski, a 9-month-old little girl who died of brain 
cancer and a small magnolia tree planted in Prospect Park in her honor, and the 
loyalty of the child’s father who visits and brings flower every day. Her takeout on 
the closure of Park Church, with more than a little push from the Lutheran Synod 
of New York, shows how a venerable community institution, and the people who 
comprise that community, are more or less backhanded away. Oh, and did you 
know that polio has been found in Brooklyn wastewater? Unvaccinated Brooklynites 
do. Congratulations on this wide-ranging, highly readable work.”

THiRD PlACE:

MichAel wright, 
the eAst hAMPtoN Press

The judges said: “Reading Michael Wright’s work for The East Hampton Press is to 
gain intimate knowledge of the community he covers. One almost starts feeling like 
a native. There’s the gripping drama of police officer Grace Peterson delivering a 
baby on the front porch of the mother’s home,  and then saving the child by un-
wrapping the umbilical cord from her  neck; a knowledgeable account of the total 
collapse (thanks to pesticide spraying in the time of a West Nile outbreak) and pos-
sible resurgence of the Long Island lobster fishery;  a 10-year retrospective on Hur-
ricane Sandy and an accounting of the $4.9 billion in infrastructure spending to 
brace against the next super storm; a thoroughly interesting look at the restoration 
of Montauk lighthouse, originally constructed during George Washington’s era, and 
the last flight of popular local pilot and aviation leader, doomed by the fact that a 
single nut was missing from one his wing strut bolts. I should also mention that on 
at least three of days for which Michael entered stories, he also wrote every other 
bylined story on page 1. That’s a lot of work done well.”
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Excellence Awards

SPORTS WRiTER

OF THE YEAR

FiRST PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Mike MacAdam
Great writing. Loved the feature 
on Parcells. That fire to win never 
wanes. “Byrd deserves better from 
the Bills” also contains some great 
storytelling, but I wanted the col-
umn to arrive at its point quicker 
— and save the sermonizing on 
the Bills’ current success until later 
in the column. The story about 
the Mullens also pulled me in and 
made me want to know more. 
Warm language and easy reading. 

SECOND PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Cailin Riley
“The New Faces of Title IX” opens 
with a great story that perfectly 
captures where women’s sports 
used to be, and how far they’ve 
come. Great showing and not tell-
ing. I also loved the feature on the 
open water swimmer. Again, letting 
the subject carry the story. And 
the story on the middle school girl 
making the varsity team was 
pitch-perfect. I wanted some of 
these sentences to be tighter, 
but overall, the storytelling was 
excellent ... and I cared about these 
subjects after getting introduced to 
them. 

THiRD PlACE
THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER,
NORTHPORT

David Ambro
Great lede on the Matthew Marlow 
piece. Drew me right in. Didn’t love 
the “Allen Iverson” eat your heart 
out” lede in the LAX story ... just 
a little cliche. But the storytelling 
and structure of all of these pieces 
are solid and bear the mark of a 
longtime storyteller working at his 
craft. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE

Todd Sliss
Eddie C story was great. Lede 
could’ve been tighter ... don’t 
need to explain what KFAN is in a 
secondary clause ... but overall the 
storytelling here kept me reading.

HONORABlE mENTiON
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Adam Shindler
Enjoyed the read on the local wom-
an who’d gone into pro wrestling. 
Thought the lede could use some 
work, but the overall structure of 
the story and the storytelling were 
solid.

PHOTOGRAPHER

OF THE YEAR

FiRST PlACE
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk

Dean Moses
This entry stood well above the rest 
with incredible strong storytelling 
images. The homeless topic is not 
an easy place to approach. Yet the 
photographer was able to capture 
the frozen moments in time that 
tell the story for the community to 
better understand itself. Looking 
through the subjects in the photos, 
you can tell the photographer was 
compassionate about the commu-
nity, the subjects, and human life. 
They opened their doors to this 
photographer and let him into their 
difficult worlds. No brainer for the 
Photographer of the Year in this 

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Ross Corsair
Great portfolio with variety of good 
moments, color, and light. Look-
ing through the images, you can 
see that the photographer values 
the community by getting out and 
embedding himself into many walks 
of life. 

THiRD PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Erica Miller
Very clean series of images that 
also tell the story a vibrant and 
diverse community. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE

Jim MacLean
Lights, colors, and good ACTION. 

BEST FRONT PAGE
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
COlONiE SPOTliGHT, COlONiE

Michael Hallisey and 
Amaris Ford
This was far and away the best of 
the group. Each design had a strong 
headline that matched the photo or 
illustration choice. The design made 
it easy for the reader to focus on 
the content on the page, especially 
the centerpiece story. 

SECOND PlACE

AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk

Luis Matos and Robert Pozarycki
The layout pops with its usage of 
colors. It’s easy to grab the readers’ 
attention. 

THiRD PlACE (TiE)
BRONx TimES REPORTER AND 
BRONx TimES, BRONx

Mauro DeLuca,
Christian Falcone
These designs have some punch 
to them. The photo and headline 
match up quite well. 

THiRD PlACE (TiE)
lAkE CHAmPlAiN WEEklY,
PlATTSBuRGH

Meghan McBreairty
The pages were simple, but the pho-
tos and the designer’s use of those 
photos were strong. They really 
grab your attention. 

OvERAll 
DESiGN ExCEllENCE

FiRST PlACE
ROSlYN TimES, ROSlYN
Very nicely done, with reasonably 
attention-grabbing front pages.  It 
was unfortunate that an advertiser 
was allowed to put a big sticker on 
the front, obscuring text and part of 
the table of contents.  The first let-
ter of each editorial/opinion piece 
being oversized and greyed out was 
also annoying.

SECOND PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS
Front page is definitely strong, but 
gives off tabloid vibes, rather than 
a serious newspaper.  The headlines 
definitely were attention grabbing.  
The in-depth piece on Queens mu-
sic was very good. 

THiRD PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Maria Gennaro, Lauren Sisson
Strong, clean newspaper.  Not much 
in lifestyle/feature/sports which 
hurt the score, but otherwise very 
pleasant to look over.

HONORABlE mENTiON
SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER

SHElTER iSlAND

Ambrose Clancy
The front page and photos and 
graphics were reasonably well done, 
but didn’t grab attention.  The 
editorial page was nicely done, very 
clean layout inside

ADvERTiSiNG ExCEllENCE

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Michele Gedney
I am totally impressed with the 
original ad content. The quality and 
layout & design are first rate, as is 
the copywriting.

SECOND PlACE
SullivAN COuNTY DEmOCRAT,
CAlliCOON
This newspaper is first rate in ad 
design and page layout. Originality 
and quality of copywriting are also 
to be commended.

THiRD PlACE
NASSAu HERAlD, lAWRENCE
I thoroughly enjoyed the ads in this 
newspaper. Ad layout & originality 
are of premium quality. Quality of 
copywriting is top notch, as well.

BEST FRONT PAGE
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON
These pages are clean, an easily 
defined centerpiece and good use 
of headline fonts. They stand out as 
some of my favorite designs. 

SECOND PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Ellis Giacomelli
The designer was willing to take 
chances. A good usage of art, color 
and graphics to add to the package. 

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON
Front page has all the right ele-
ments - great flag (artwork terrific!), 
clean layout, useful hierarchy, large 
photos, great heds - everything the 
reader needs.  

BEST EDiTORiAl PAGE

FiRST PlACE
WilliSTON TimES, WilliSTON PARk
Smart, literary and an overall fun 
read. Great mix of ops and materi-
als.

SECOND PlACE
THE RivERDAlE PRESS, RivERDAlE

Gary Larkin, Michael Hinman
Great mix of provocative topics and 
compelling house edits. Pages are 
a pleasure to peruse with the blend 
of graphics, toons and type. Overall 
solid and consistent work.

THiRD PlACE
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk
Easy to jump into opinions all over 
these pages. Perfect sprinkle of 
snark in the house edits give these 
pages a strong and vibrant voice. 

PHOTOGRAPHiC

ExCEllENCE

FiRST PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk
Nice, clean work, with good differ-
entiation between color and black 
and white.  Nice cropping! 

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Pierce Strudler
Really excellent, especially in the 
sports photos department.  Those 
were brilliantly done.  I also loved 
the framing of the hands playing 
drums.

THiRD PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS
Good stuff.  Clear faces, decent 
composition, local points.  Good 
capturing of emotion

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE iTHACA vOiCE, iTHACA

Casey Martin
These are really amazing photos.  
I think the photographer is very 
talented.  I thought the photos were 
great.
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Sports Writer of the Year
There were 15 entries in this category

FiRST PlACE: 

Mike MAcADAM, 
the DAilY gAzette
Mike has worked in The Daily Gazette sports department since 1987, serving as a 
columnist, copy editor and beat writer for Siena basketball, Union College hockey 
and a variety of minor-league pro teams. His primary beat responsibility current-
ly is Thoroughbred horse racing. Prior to coming to The Gazette, he worked for a 
year in the Troy Record sports department. 

The judges said: “Great writing. Loved the feature on Parcells. That fire to win 
never wanes. “Byrd deserves better from the Bills” also contains some great sto-
rytelling, but I wanted the column to arrive at its point quicker — and save the 
sermonizing on the Bills’ current success until later in the column. The story about 
the Mullens also pulled me in and made me want to know more. Warm language 
and easy reading.”

SECOND PlACE:

cAiliN rileY, 
the eAst hAMPtoN Press
Cailin Riley has worked for the Express News Group since 2004. For many years, 
she was the sports editor for The Southampton Press, winning NYPA’s Sportswrit-
er of the Year Award three times, first in 2012. She finished third in that category 
in 2021. She became a features writer and editor for The Southampton Press in 
2017, contributing profiles, magazine features, and other long-form stories for 
every section of the paper, including sports, news, and arts, while also editing 
feature stories written by other news reporters. In April of 2019, she left the 
Express to become a freelance writer, contributing regularly for The Southampton 
Press, the Sag Harbor Express, and the Express Magazine, as well as for the Times 
Review News Group, which publishes the Riverhead News Review, the Suffolk 
Times, Northforker.com, and Northforker Magazine. Her work was also published 
on the national parenting website, romper.com, which is published by Bustle Dig-
ital Group. She returned to a role as a full-time news reporter with the Express 
News Group in August of 2021.She lives in East Quogue with her husband, Dave 
Riley, and together they have three children: Kendall, 11, Claire, 8, and Sebastian, 
6. 

The judges said: “ ‘The New Faces of Title IX’ opens with a great story that per-
fectly captures where women’s sports used to be, and how far they’ve come. Great 
showing and not telling. I also loved the feature on the open water swimmer. 
Again, letting the subject carry the story. And the story on the middle school girl 
making the varsity team was pitch-perfect. I wanted some of these sentences to be 
tighter, but overall, the storytelling was excellent ... and I cared about these sub-
jects after getting introduced to them.”

THiRD PlACE:

DAviD AMBro,
the NorthPort oBserver
David Ambro has been a community journalist his entire career, which spans 
more than 40 years. After attending American University in Washington D.C. he 
was hired by the North Shore News Group on Long Island as a general assign-
ment reporter for The Observer newspaper in Northport and he immediately 
earned numerous awards, including Long Island Press Club rookie of the year 
and sports reporter of the year and from the New York Press Association for 
coverage of education and coverage of the environment, a good first year. Ambro 
became the news editor, then the editor of The Observer, where he is now in his 
41st year as an editor/reporter covering everything from local government and 
politics to sports and feature news. In 1990 Ambro founded and is the publish-
er of the Huntington News and in 1993 he added to his responsibility the job of 
editor/reporter of The Smithtown News. He has amassed hundreds of awards 
from the New York Press Association (NYPA) and is a dedicated and committed 
community journalist.

The judges said: “Great lede on the Matthew Marlow piece. Drew me right in. 
Didn’t love the “Allen Iverson” eat your heart out” lede in the LAX story ... just a 
little cliche. But the storytelling and structure of all of these pieces are solid and 
bear the mark of a longtime storyteller working at his craft.”

BY CAILIN RILEY

I
n 1973, Chris Holden was in 
her first year as a physical ed-
ucation teacher at the Ichabod 
Crane Central School District 
in the Albany area, when she 
was presented with a particular-
ly frustrating dilemma.

She was coaching the girls 
basketball team in a home game, and 
during halftime, she was approached 
by the school’s assistant principal, who 
abruptly informed her that they need-
ed to stop the game. 

“We were winning, and I said, ‘What 
do you mean?’” Holden said, telling 
the story last month. “And he said, 
‘Well, we have a big boys basketball 
game tonight and people are starting 
to line up outside to get in.’ So I said, 
‘Great, let them in, we’d love to have a 
crowd.’ And he said, ‘Oh no, we can’t 
do that.’”

As a first-year teacher coaching a 
girls team, there was a limit to how 
much Holden felt she could push 
back against her higher-ranking col-
league — who also happened to be 
the coach of the boys basketball team. 
They reached a compromise, letting 
the clock run during breaks in the ac-
tion and timeouts, so the game would 
end faster.

Holden went on to become a phys-
ical education teacher and coach at 
Southampton High School, most nota-
bly turning the Mariners field hockey 
program into a powerhouse and lead-
ing them to the state championship 
in 1999. She retired from teaching in 
2004, but 50 years removed from that 
experience, the passion in her voice 
is still clear when she retells the story, 
and remembers how she felt in that 
moment, when her team of female 
athletes was expected to step aside, 
without complaint, to accommodate 
the boys team. Stifling her anger in 
that moment was a challenge, Holden 
admitted.

“I was rippin’,” she said. “But I was a 
brand new teacher in a new school. I 

thought, how much noise can I make 
and still keep my job?”

It’s preposterous to imagine some-
thing like that happening in today’s 
world. 

In fact, it would be in direct violation 
of federal law.

Gender-based discrimination in ed-
ucation officially became illegal exact-
ly 50 years ago, when former President 
Richard Nixon signed Title IX into law 
on June 23, 1972. The statute was an 
amendment to the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, and stated that “no person in the 
United States shall, on the basis of sex, 
be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any education 
program or activity receiving federal fi-
nancial assistance.”

The law applied to education broad-
ly speaking, without any specific ref-
erences to athletic programs, but its 
biggest legacy over the last half-cen-
tury has been the way it has drastical-
ly changed the landscape for women 
and young girls when it comes to par-
ticipation in competitive sports.

A world in which the U.S. women’s 
national soccer team can win a fight 
for pay equal to that of their male 
counterparts, and where professional 
women’s sports leagues like the WNBA 
can be created and thrive would not 
exist without Title IX. 

In 1972, the year the law went into 
effect, girls comprised just 7 percent of 
all high school athletes in the country, 
with just 294,015 high school age girls 
competing on a team. In the 2018/19 
school year (the last year numbers 
were compiled), female athletes com-
prised 43 percent of high school ath-
letes, with 3,402,733 teenage girls 
participating on a high school sports 
team nationwide. 

The percentage of women compet-
ing on college teams saw a similar 
sharp rise in the years following Title 

IX’s inception, going from 15 percent 
in 1972 to 44 percent in 2021. 

The Way Things Were
Those kinds of numbers would have 

been hard to imagine, and perhaps 
even unfathomable, for women like 
Holden, who were high school stu-
dents in the years before the law was 
passed. Holden and her peers, like 
former Pierson High School phys ed 
teacher and coach Debbie Jayne, came 
of age during a time when the expec-
tations for how young women should 
engage with sports were decidedly dif-
ferent than they were for young men. 

“Back then, for girls, you had maybe 
four games in a season, and a sports 
day where the teams would come to-

gether and you’d play two or three 
games and have a picnic all togeth-
er afterward,” Jayne said. She recalled 
how, during her time as a student at 
Port Jefferson High School, her brother 
had a much different experience.

“My brother played basketball, and 
they were county champions one year, 
and they had a full season, and they had 
their sponsors with cardboard sched-
ules handed out to the businesses.”

Jayne and her other siblings and par-
ents would attend her brother’s bas-
ketball games–always scheduled for 
the evenings–while attendance at 
girls games was sparse to nonexistent, 
scheduled at times when many parents 
couldn’t attend even if they wanted to, 
because they were still at work. 

The rules in certain sports were tai-
lored by gender as well. In basketball, 
girls played six-on-six, with two for-
wards and two defenders who were not 
permitted to cross the halfcourt line, 
and a pair of “rovers” who were allowed 
the full run of the court. 

“They didn’t expect girls to be able to 
physically sustain going up and down 
the court,” Jayne said, adding that there 
was also a rule that an individual player 
couldn’t dribble more than three times 
consecutively. It was a stark contrast, 
she said, from the way she grew up in 
their neighborhood, playing alongside 
— and keeping up with — her brother 
and other neighborhood kids in a va-
riety of sports, where there were never 
different rules for girls. 

Boys teams weren’t only the recip-
ients of more attention and more 
time spent on the court and on the 
field. They also had better resources. 
Both Jayne and Holden recalled that 
female athletes were issued a one 
sports “tunic” that they were expect-
ed to use for every sport they played, 
whether it was field hockey, basket-
ball or softball, while the school pro-
vided different uniforms for boys 

teams for every sport.
Even when girls were encouraged to 

play sports, there was a marked differ-
ence in the mentality of how they were 
supposed to engage in those sports, 
often with an emphasis on participa-
tion rather than excellence.

“We were expected to get together 
after games with our opponents for 
cookies and punch,” Holden recalled, 
with disdain. “You learned that that’s 
what the culture was when it came to 
how girls were supposed to behave.”

The ‘Gap’ Generation
Women like Holden and Jayne have 

the unique perspective of being able 
to compare what life was like for fe-
male athletes before Title IX, and how 
things changed after its creation, for 
the young women under their charge 
as coaches. Women who were playing 
high school and collegiate sports in 
the 1980s had their own unique per-
spective when it comes to Title IX. Julie 
Mullen is one of those women, and 
considers herself part of a “gap genera-
tion,” one that had started to see some 
benefits from Title IX even though the 
law was still in its infancy and limited 
in its scope. 

Mullen graduated from Southamp-
ton High School in 1983, playing field 
hockey for Holden before going on to 
play field hockey at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University. She pointed out that while 
her generation “reaped some benefits” 
in terms of increased participation in 
sports because of Title IX, the law was 
also under constant attack, and sev-
eral loopholes — like one during the 
Reagan administration that said that 
programs that did not directly receive 
federal aid didn’t have to comply — 
blunted the law’s effectiveness. 

“There was definitely some backslid-
ing,” Muller said. She recalled playing 
in the NCAA tournament in the mid-
1980s. Her team was sent down on a 
bus to a game, and bused back to cam-
pus after the game, while boys teams 

Generations of athletes have fl ourished under the law
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See TITLE IX, Page A30

TITLE IX
50 Years Later

Title IX helped usher in a new era of access and opportunity for wom-
en in sports, but according to several longtime coaches and athletic 
directors, East End schools were always a bit ahead of the curve.

Julie Muller Chris Holden

THE NEW FACES OF TITLE IX

Clockwise from top right, the Hampton Bays softball program 
after winning one of its several county and Long Island titles, the 
East Hampton softball team during its run in the state tourna-
ment in 2008, Westhampton Beach’s Isabella Blanco celebrating 
in front of fans after winning this year’s Long Island Champion-
ship, former Southampton basketball player Kesi Goree with 
teammates and head coach Richard “Juni” Wingfield after scor-
ing her 1,000th career point, the East Hampton girls volleyball 
team celebrating a title with head coach Kathy McGeehan, an-
other Hampton Bays championship celebration, Westhampton 
Beach players greeting fans after their Long Island Champion-
ship and the Pierson field hockey team after winning the state 
championship in 2013. Before Title IX, sports seasons for girls 
teams only included four or five games, and no playoff system.

FILE PHOTOS

294,015
Th e number of females participating 

in high school athletics in 1972, 
the year Title IX was enacted.

3,402,733
Th e number of females participating 

in high school athletics in the 
2018/2019 school year. 
(the most recent year those 
numbers were collected).

7 percent
Share of high school athletes 

that were female in 1972.

43 percent
Share of high school athletes that 

were female in 2018/2019.

Title IX’s Impact, 
By The Numbers
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SUFFOLK GIRLS LACROSSE
  1 2  F
Connetquot 0 1  1
NORTHPORT 12 2 14

Sports

Having their cake, & eating it too
Girls’ lacrosse team crushes Connetquot, then holds birthday party for ‘Tina’

Northport sophomore arttacker Christina Lauro (above, #8) receives a cake as part of a 16th birthday celebration following 

draw control.

The best part of this game 
was Tina’s birthday.

For the Northport attack 
the Connetquot goal was a 
honey hole, but after a round 
of “Happy Birthday to You” 
sang at the end of the game to 
sophomore attack Christina 
“Tina” Lauro marking her 
16th year, there was a big 
cake.

April 8 the Tigers made easy 
work of Connetquot. A goal by 

on an assist from senior attack 
Shannon Smith broke the ice 
for Northport 34 seconds into 
the game. On goals by junior 
attack and face off specialist 
Grace McCarthy, two by senior 

three by senior attack Kaylie 
Mackiewicz, another by 
Cabrera, one by sophomore 

one by Smith, and Germani’s 
hat trick goal to cap it all off, 
the Tigers took a 12-0 lead 
into halftime.

It was a half during which 
the shutout was preserved 
with four great saves by Tiger 
junior goalie Megan Morris 
and one Northport dominated 
in the circle, winning 10-of-
12 draw controls, six of them 
on loose balls controlled by 
Germani. The game devolved 
to a running clock when 
Northport scored its 10th 
goal with 6:01 left to play in 

Coach Carol Rose went to her 
bench, second string players 

the entire second half, Radziul 
and eighth grader Kate 
Atkinson the Tigers’ second-
half goal scorers.

Before Happy Birthday, the 
Tigers beat Connetquot 14-1.

“The draw,” McCarthy said, 
“is really one of the most 
important parts of the game 
because it gives us possession. 
So when Bella [Germani] and 
Emma [McLam] are in the 
circle it’s so easy to win the 
draw because I can just get it 
to them and they get it every 
time,” she said, adding that 
Germani is especially good at 
picking up the ground balls. 
After being set by the ref, 
McCarthy screams out the 
name of a teammate where 
she thinks the draw is going. 

Sometimes, though, she just 
takes it herself.

At this point in the season, 
McCarthy said the Tigers are 
doing well in the draw circle. 
“Everyone is doing well with 
it because we have to get the 
ball,” she said. “So getting the 
draw up and getting it down 

offense to get settled and work 
the ball around works every 
time,” McCarthy said.

Against Connetquot, 

goals off the draw, including 

of the game, the second by 
McCarthy. McCarthy took the 
draw a few times at the end 
of her sophomore year and 
has handled the face-off for 
the Tigers for the past three 
seasons, including a Long 
Island championship last 
season.

McCarthy said the Tigers’ 
development of the Tigers is 
at a good place this season. 
“Coming off winning the Long 
Island championship, we are 
beating everyone by about 12 
every time and we’re really 
kicking everyone’s butt so I 
think we can make it all the 
way,” McCarthy said after 
a glance at the 14-1 on the 
scoreboard.

“I think we have things to 

work on, even being off the 

said. Then came the cake.
In the second half of the 

Connetquot game, Cabrera 
sat on the Tiger bench with 
a bloody bandage from turf 
burn on one knee and an 
ice pack over a bruise on the 
other knee. As she always 
does, Cabrera shook off the 
bangs and scrapes as just 
part of the game and said 

“I fall a lot. I guess it’s just 
my long legs,” Cabrera said, 
and laughed. “But it’s okay.”

Cabrera concurred with 
McCarthy and said the Tigers 
are right where they should 
be and expect to defend the 
Long Island championship 
and try to reclaim the state 
championship, the last team 
to win it in 2019 before 
COVID shut down the state 
title game for the past two 
years.

“Coming into this game we 
have been working on playing 
together and sharing the 
ball and as soon as we get 
that down we want to work 
on connecting on all of our 
passes,” Cabrera said.

Against Bay Shore April 2, 
a 18-5 victory, Cabrera said 
the Tigers got off to a slow 

(Continued on page 32)
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Excellence Awards
iNvESTiGATivE/iN-DEPTH 
REPORTiNG
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Emilie Munson, Matt Rocheleau 
and Ying Zhao
Excellent series. Deeply reported 
and authoritative with lots of hu-
man stories.

SECOND PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS,
WHiTE PlAiNS

David Robinson, Diana
Dombrowski, Michael Jaquays
Great graphics. Great human stories 
illustrating a regulatory issue.

THiRD PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

David Robinson
Great graphics, great searchable 
tables, great investigative reporting 
and watchdogging.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE BROOklYN PAPER, BROOklYN

Ben Brachfeld, George Joseph
Clear reporting with real-life exam-
ples.

COvERAGE OF 
lOCAl GOvERNmENT
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Annie McDonough
An admirable job of reporting on 
city hall and the work place issues 
that city governments are wrestling 
with across the country. Her writing 
is clear and spells out nicely the 
details and the history of decisions 
made by the city’s elected leaders. 
This is the kind of local government 
reporting taxpayers need. Keep up 
the good work.

SECOND PlACE
PORT TimES-RECORD,
PORT JEFFERSON

Raymond Janis
This reporter delves deep into a 
complicated story about a town 
landmark and development pres-
sures and how a community can 
approach preserving a delicate area 
in the face of continued deteriora-
tion. Nicely written, well-sourced 
and clearly a story that is of deep 
interest to this community. This 
kind of coverage is the hallmark of 
strong local reporting.

THiRD PlACE
RivERHEADlOCAl.COm, 
RivERHEAD

Denise Civiletti and Alek Lewis
These reporters provide strong cov-
erage of important local issues and 
demonstrate a willingness to use 
open record laws to secure public 
information elected officials often 
don’t want to provide. This kind of 
coverage is critical to helping tax-
payers and readers make decisions 
about how public assets are man-
aged. Keep up the good work.

THiRD PlACE
WESTmORE NEWS, PORT CHESTER

Sarah Wolpoff
Loved the great variety of enter-
prise stories, from news to behind 
the scenes in the schools. They’re 
all well-reported, reflect solid beat 
reporting and provide a good feel 
for what’s going on in the schools 
and district — engaging and rele-
vant local journalism. This reporter 
knows her beat, and her sources 
and her stories reflect her excellent 
work.

HONORABlE mENTiON
FRANkliN SquARE HERAlD, 
FRANkliN SquARE

Robert Traverso, Ana Borruto, 
Brian Pfail and Kepherd Daniel
The stories do not shy away from 
controversial issues, reporting 
them well and providing context 
and depth as to why the commu-
nity should care. The energy and 
thoughtfulness of the reporting 
shows in the coverage. Keep up the 
great local journalism.

COvERAGE OF EDuCATiON
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Gary Stern, Diana Dombrowski
This is an exceptionally well report-
ed and written series. The reporters 
did a wonderful job of telling this 
story through solid data and re-
search and the inclusion of so many 
student, parent, teacher and admin-
istrator voices. Readers leave with 
a clear understanding of how this 
turnaround has taken place. The 
stories are engaging, an easy read 
with depth that takes you into the 
schools and leaves you with a sense 
of the caring of those involved. 
The great photos, graphs and video 
round out a complete package. A 
public service that shines a light on 
how a community working together 
with a single mission can make a 
difference — which is what superb 
local journalism aspires to do. 

SECOND PlACE

THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Gary Stern
This is another stellar example 
of why local journalism matters: 
Digging deep, using FOIL requests 
to tell the local story of a national 
trend and remind us why we should 
care. The data puts together the 
big picture of the region while also 
providing individual stories within 
that context. Excellent reporting 
and writing. 

THiRD PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Emilie Munson, Josh Solomon 
and Matt Rocheleau
Strong watchdog reporting on an 
issue that few seem to know about. 
Kudos for bringing it to light, 
using solid reporting and records 
research that paint a very clear pic-
ture. The story also appears to be 
leading to change, with lawmakers 
taking notice and —by its publica-
tion — putting school districts on 
notice. Great work.

COvERAGE OF

lOCAl GOvERNmENT
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS

Naeisha Rose, Peter Mastrosim-
one, Sophie Krichevsky, Sean 
Okula and Michael Gannon
It’s gratifying to see a gritty, lively 
city newspaper covering the issues 
that its readers live with every day, 
from government employees misus-
ing parking spots, to trash collec-
tions, to bicycle riding rules and 
survival guides. This staff produces 
consistently high quality news in a 
clear, energetic way that is easy to 
understand and engaging.

SECOND PlACE
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Becca Tucker, Molly Colgan, 
Hanna Wickes, Sammie Finch
Really compelling enterprise re-
porting here, including tracking IP 
addresses and web site ownership. 

THiRD PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Roger Hannigan Gilson
Good enterprise reporting here on 
the crime front, as well as the re-
porting, writing and graphics in the 
Hudson River rising story. Keep up 
the good work.

COvERAGE OF EDuCATiON

DiviSiON 1

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Leonard Sparks, Joey Asher and 
Jeff Simms
These stories reflected great beat 
coverage: The reporters knew the 
issues facing the district, but went 
beyond meeting coverage to delve 
into what they meant to students 
and parents. They answered the 
question: Why should I care? The 
breakout boxes and sidebars (loved 
that you are doing these to provide 
various entry points for readers) 
added to the overall context and 
depth. The news features brought 
important, relevant issues affecting 
students to the forefront in student 
and teacher voices. All were very 
well-reported and well-written, 
thoughtful and engaging. Congratu-
lations on producing excellent local 
journalism.

SECOND PlACE
RED HOOk DAilY CATCH,
RED HOOk

Emily Sachar, Victor Feldman
These reporters shine in their enter-
prise reporting of school issues by 
showing how district policies and 
decisions affect parents and stu-
dents. The pre-K lottery story was 
exceptional in breaking down the 
cost in understandable ways and 
showing why local journalism mat-
ters. The newspaper’s community 
forum for candidates and dogged 
reporting kept future and elected 
officials accountable. Keep up the 
great work.

BEST NEWS WEB SiTE

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON
Someone is working hard on this 
site to create user engagement. Lots 
of variety on homepage. Staff is 
selling local ads which are high-
lighted in multiple places. When I 
opened a news story, I was giving 
a large scrolling banner at bottom 
showing me additional stories I 
might be interested in. Links to 
magazines and special sections on 
home page gives them more shelf 
life. If I lived here, I would visit this 
site often. No newsletter popup, 
which reduces amount of signups 
you might get. No multi-media. But 
content is good, multiple pics on a 
story and this site supports its ad 
department well.

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN
This website gets engagement 
based on volume of comments from 
readers. Loads quickly and easy to 
navigate. Covers local government 
well. Wish some stories got a bigger 
profile and better summary as all 
stories feel like they get the same 
sized art and just one line. But, 
overall, a good job. 

THiRD PlACE
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE
I like the variety of stories. Local 
ads, obits, sponsored content, 
events, opinion makes this a well 
rounded website. Plus, the layout is 
varied to increase user engagement. 

iNvESTiGATivE/iN-DEPTH 
REPORTiNG
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER, 
SARANAC lAkE

Zachary Matson
Engaging writing on an interesting 
and controversial topic.

SECOND PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER,
SARANAC lAkE

Gwendolyn Craig
Good accountability journalism 
with a focus on the Adirondack 
region.

THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Jeff Simms
Good in-depth reporting. Love hear-
ing from the teenagers themselves.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Brianne Ledda
In-depth reporting on an important 
topic.
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Photographer of the Year, 2022
There were nine entries in this category

FiRST PlACE:

DeAN Moses,
AMNewYork Metro
The judges said: “This entry stood well above the rest with 
incredible strong storytelling images. The homeless topic 
is not an easy place to approach. Yet the photographer 
was able to capture the frozen moments in time that tell 
the story for the community to better understand itself. 
Looking through the subjects in the photos, you can tell 
the photographer was compassionate about the com-
munity, the subjects, and human life. They opened their 
doors to this photographer and let him into their difficult 
worlds. No brainer for the Photographer of the Year in 
this division.”

SECOND PlACE:

ross corsAir, 
the highlANDs curreNt
Ross Corsair, photographer for The Highlands Current, 
was born and raised overseas, living in Europe, Asia and 
Africa. He apprenticed in college in New York City as an 
actor under the two-time Toby winner, Wilford Leach, 
director of the New York Shakespeare Festival. He has 
been a cameraman for indie features, shorts, documenta-
ries, nonprofits and broadcast television, most recently 
for The Hunt with John Walsh (CNN) and Mind of a Chef 
(PBS). He has won five daytime Emmys, including one 
for camerawork. He worked a cameraman for “Jeremiah 
Tower: The Last Magnificent,” which played recently at 
the Tribeca Film Festival, and “Best Worst Thing That 
Ever Could Have Happened,” a documentary about the 
rare failure of a Stephen Sondheim musical that The New 
York Times named one of the best films of 2016. His 
photographs have been exhibited at galleries in the Hud-
son Valley and New York City.

The judges said: “Great portfolio with variety of good 
moments, color, and light. Looking through the images, 
you can see that the photographer values the community 
by getting out and embedding himself into many walks of 
life.”

THiRD PlACE:

ericA Miller,
the DAilY gAzette
Daily Gazette Staff Photographer Erica Miller of Saratoga 
Springs began her career in the newspaper industry at 
her college paper, moving up the ranks shortly to Photo 
Editor. After an internship with NYS Democratic Assem-
bly and Press Republican in Plattsburgh, she began work 
in Plattsburgh while finishing college. After graduation 
she worked at The Saratogian for 8 years until landing a 
job with The Daily Gazette for the past seven years. She 
also shoots for the Gazette’s two sister newspapers, The 
Recorder in Amsterdam and Leader-Herald in Glovers-
ville. “My favorite part of my career is how every day is 
a different day. I love being able to be in the community 
and meet new (and old) people daily. We get to capture 
history, especially in a year like 2020, and show it to our 
readers. We make you feel, like you were there.”

The judges said: “Very clean series of images that also tell 
the story a vibrant and diverse community.”
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Excellence Awards
by the writing, which flowed, had 
needed elements of news coverage 
and did not dip into opinionating 
(common sadly in much of envi-
ronmental reporting). Thank for 
for both a great series of reads, but 
also informative topics that enlight-
ened me.

THiRD PlACE

DAN’S PAPERS, BriDgehAMPtoN

Timothy Bolger, Oliver Peterson
This was a great series of five arti-
cles; all of which had a mix of ele-
ments from writing, sourcing, topic, 
local relevance, photographs and 
even graphics that made them all 
compelling reads. The structure and 
flow of the content and reporting 
was excellent, as was the balance 
and staying neutral in reporting. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER, 
SARANAC lAkE

Gwendolyn Craig, 
Zachary Matson and Mike Lynch
I thoroughly enjoyed these four 
articles, which spanned the topics 
of animal migration amid envi-
ronmental changes; using bugs to 
battle invasive/destructive bugs; 
the attempts to document and save 
the local trout species and for some 
flavor, a development focused piece 
on a mega huge boathouse that 
sneaked by new rules on a tech-
nicality. This series was marked 
by very fluid, intelligently written 
stories that were brilliantly 
beefed up with robust photographs. 
throughout all four pieces; some 
creativity where allowed and no 
opinions or bias - purely down 
the middle, factual reporting. Well 
done, Y’all. Thank you! This was a 
very competitive category and y’all 
kicked trout tail.

COvERAGE OF HEAlTH, 
HEAlTH CARE & SCiENCE

FiRST PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Nancy Cutler
This was journalism at its best, 
providing an in-depth look at an 
impending public health crisis and 
critical information to the commu-
nity. Extremely well reported and 
written, and supported by data and 
research presented in understand-
able ways. Graphs and video helped 
round out a complete package. 

SECOND PlACE
THE PHOTO NEWS, mONROE

Molly Colgan
Loved the enterprise approach 
and localization of current trends/
events that bring home to readers 
how neighbors are affected and 
how they are reacting to local is-
sues. These types of stories remind 
readers of the importance of com-
munity. Also, a great public service 
piece on vaccines, and good use 
of graphs and breakout boxes too 
provide different entry points to 
readers. Well reported and written. 
Excellent work. 

equality, makes a direct connection 
to this community. The writing es-
pecially, the reporting/sourcing, are 
engaging factors. Readers engage! 

THiRD PlACE
THE BROOklYN PAPER, BROOklYN

Kirstyn Brendlen, Ximena Del 
Cerro and Jessica Parks
Art is personal . . . for the artist, the 
playwright, the author, the photog-
rapher, the actor, the musician, the 
dancer. Yet what these specialists 
do for a community is not just 
personal, but inspirational. It takes 
venues and supporting community 
groups to bring art to The People. 
And it takes a community news 
medium to bridge the synapse! 

HONORABlE mENTiON
DAN’S PAPERS, BRiDGEHAmPTON

David Taylor
Art is personal . . . for the artist, the 
playwright, the author, the photog-
rapher, the actor, the musician, the 
dancer. Yet what these specialists 
do for a community is not just 
personal, but inspirational. It takes 
venues 
and supporting community groups 
to bring art to The People. This 
writer does that, personally. And at 
least in 
one of his stories, he even per-
forms. And he slips in a “review” to 
share his commitment to his artistic 

COvERAGE OF THE 
ENviRONmENT

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Brian PJ Cronin
I awarded this reporter first place 
because I professionally believed 
he mixed impactful, clear, concise 
and informative writing that flowed 
with a wide range of elements 
such as an interactive map, charts, 
photographs, artful illustrations on 
the page, and diverse people and 
social conditions covered. In the 
first article, a short report on tree 
coverage and how that can create 
issues regarding overheating in 
communities - was smartly 
written, featured good sourcing and 
has a combo of good photos and 
an interactive online map - the only 
online interactive feature I found 
in all 25-30 entries. Then he tack-
led tainted water and where it will 
go - an important health story for 
the community and one that is a 
localized take on a national issue. I 
really enjoyed these stories and this 
entry. This class of entries was very, 
very challenging to judge as it had 
so many great stories and entries 
from a cadre of uber talented jour-
nalists. All should be proud of their 
efforts. Thank you.

SECOND PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Brianne Ledda, Bob Liepa, Tara 
Smith and Joe Werkmeister
This was a very well done series 
of articles that really - in my judge 
opinion - captured the spirit of 
environmental reporting. I felt the 
topics were interesting, varied and 
all important - but also unique and 
outside the norm of usual environ-
mental topics. I also was enthralled 

response is unique and unrepeat-
able. And when writers engage 
the readers with these accounts, 
the response, too, is unique, but 
repeatable. These stories reflect the 
“hundreds” submitted in this cate-
gory, so many connecting readers 
to the art and culture within their 
communities. This paper just did it 
a millimeter better.

THiRD PlACE
CAzENOviA REPuBliCAN,
CAzENOviA

Kate Hill
Each story carries an invitation for 
public engagement: attend, view, 
contribute, examine, discuss. The 
more impressive give detailed 
accounts of the art for display or 
presentation/performance. And for 
some, the story line focuses on in-
viting the public rather the detailing 
the art itself, whether static visual 
art (paintings, photography) 
or performance (concert, theater). 
Especially missing was detail relat-
ed to a children’s theatrical perfor-
mance: how did the kids react and 
respond to the experience? Good 
writing, reporting; good photos; 
good history for context.

HONORABlE mENTiON
CHElSEA COmmuNiTY NEWS,
NEW YORk

Marty Barrett, Charli Battersby, 
Michael Musto, Trav S.D. and 
Scott Stiffler
These stories engage readers. They 
personify the value of conversation. 
The writers create a sense of 
participation with narrative style. 

COvERAGE OF THE ARTS
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
lAkE CHAmPlAiN WEEklY,
PlATTSBuRGH

Benjamin Pomerance
This reporter anchors a position in 
this arts and cultural community 
unmatched, in this judge’s opin-
ion, in communicating the values 
and rewards of story engagement: 
writing for readers. Amazing detail, 
amazing historical relationships for 
context and understanding through 
these stories. These stories hide no 
treasures, they reveal them.

SECOND PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Annette Hinkle
For example, “art” reveals the ex-
istence of Native American culture 
on the east coast and, indeed, in the 
story presented here. Magnificent 
writing. The story truly connects 
readers to a missing culture and 
enduring art. Then there’s the writ-
er: Journalist, educator. His story 
connects the values of his profes-
sion to the readers herein exposed. 
Almost a seasonal comic-con, art 
dances through and pirouettes 
around the communityin an “elegy 
to Halloween.” No art on a wall in 
this story, but certainly in  human 
form--neighbor to neighbor. 
Maybe best of all, a story of histor-
ical significance relating the battle 
for human equality. the story of a 
film documentary related a popular 
old movie focused on workplace 

BuSiNESS, FiNANCiAl &
ECONOmiC NEWS COvRAGE

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Brendan J. O’Reilly, 
Stephen J. Kotz
Really nice, clear writing on even 
the super wonky mortgage and 
tax stories. I loved the Inventory 
Plunge story for its clarity and the 
Pool story for the OMG, SERIOUS-
LY effect.

SECOND PlACE
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW 
YORk

Kirstyn Brendlen
Really on-point writing and re-
porting. I liked the arc from the 
big problem, to the small theater/
market solutions.

THiRD PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER,
SARANAC lAkE

Tim Rowland
Really nice arc of storytelling. 
The problem, two solutions. Nice 
writing. Clear use of Census data 
and stats.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE PHOTO NEWS, mONROE

Becca Tucker and 
Molly Colgan
Really nice subject matter selec-
tion and writing. I appreciated 
that you humanized the tech in 
self-check out and LOVED the 
side hustle story. It’s clear that 
you two care about your audi-
ence.

COvERAGE OF THE ARTS
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
CHElSEA COmmuNiTY NEWS,
NEW YORk

Michael Musto, Puma Perl, 
Eileen Stukane, Elizabeth Zim-
mer and Scott Stiffler
Hopper’s New York: a grand 
reflection of the artist’s town. The 
art samples engage readers. The 
writer/reporter provides con-
textual balance in the story line 
though attribution of cited details 
is missing. 
Melisa  Etheridge’s Open Book: 
commentary and reporting on a 
veteran vocalist’s life and music 
is really a biographical narrative. 
The musician’s personality and 
professional commitment become 
potent resources for readers to 
absorb. Good writing make this 
performance a living tribute. Erot-
ic portraiture really deserves a 
place within this arts community. 
The story shares the detail of this 
artist/photographer’s life . . . 
and purpose. Well written, with 
commentary. 

SECOND PlACE
THE villAGER (NYC), 
NEW YORk

Bob Krasner
The “art” flowed into and within 
the community from the stories 
entered here. A great experience 
and excellent writing. When the 
artisans engage the community, 
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Best Front Page, 2022
first PlAce — DivisioN 1
MichAel hAlliseY, AMAris forD 

the coloNie sPotlight
The judges said: “This was far and away the best of the group. Each design had a strong headline that matched the 

photo or illustration choice. The design made it easy for the reader to focus on the content on the page, especially 
the centerpiece story.”

secoND PlAce — DivisioN 1
luis MAtos, roBert PozArYcki — AMNewYork Metro

The judges said: “The layout pops with its usage of colors. It’s easy to grab the readers’ attention.”

thirD PlAce (tie) — DivisioN 1
MeghAN McBreAirtY — lAke chAMPlAiN weeklY

The judges said: “The pages were simple, but the photos and the designer’s use of those photos were strong. They re-
ally grab your attention.”

BroNx tiMes rePorter AND BroNx tiMes —MAuro DelucA AND christiAN fAlcoNe 
The judges said: “These designs have some punch to them. The photo and headline match up quite well.”

first PlAce — DivisioN 2
the eAst hAMPtoN Press

The judges said: “These pages are clean, an easily defined centerpiece and good use of headline fonts. They stand out 
as some of my favorite designs.”

secoND PlAce — DivisioN 2
ellis giAcoMelli

wAtertowN DAilY tiMes
The judges said: “The designer was willing to take chances. A good usage of art, color and graphics to add to the 

package.”

thirD PlAce — DivisioN 2
the southAMPtoN Press-eAsterN

The judges said: “Front page has all the right elements - great flag (artwork terrific!), clean layout, useful hierarchy, 
large photos, great heds - everything the reader needs.”
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ALBANY — The Albany 
Symphony is to welcome a Sunday 
Symphony audience to the Palace 
Theatre for the first time in two years 
on Sunday, March 20, and Music 
Director David Alan Miller is expected 
to return to costume.
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The annual Sunday 
Symphony series returns to 
usher children of all ages to 
appreciate orchestral music. 
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Army veteran Kenneth J. Mintz, who was stationed at Fort Drum for nine years, carries the colors of 
the 10th Mountain Division up the final major natural terrain feature of his walk, the Banner Grade 
on Highway 78, into Julian, California. “I wanted to carry the flag on this ‘Climb to Glory,’” he said. 
Provided photo

By CHRIS BROCK
cbrock@wdt.net

Army veteran and Sackets Har-
bor resident Kenneth J. Mintz dis-
covered many places and people 
on his walk across America as he 
raised funds for three charities 
close to his heart.

But helping one of his children 
find a new path in life may be the 
legacy of the trek he treasures most.

Margaret A. Mintz, a 2018 grad-
uate of Sackets Harbor Central 
School, said her life needed di-
rection. It’s a life that has battled 
addiction issues and all the heavy 
baggage that brought. 

“She’s been through a lot in 
her young life,” Mr. Mintz said 
from his second home in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, a few weeks after 
finishing his Kenny Walks Across 
America journey that began April 1 
at the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“This was probably the most 
positive, enduring things she has 
ever experienced in her life,” he 
said. “And having her there for me 
was probably the most significant 
aspect of this walk to me.”

“My life has been all over 
the place,” Miss Mintz said in a 
phone interview on Thanksgiving 
eve from her new home in Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona. “I was living 
a bad life, going nowhere.”

She found a fresh start, and 
steps in the right direction, begin-
ning in Indiana.

It’s there where Mr. Mintz 
picked her up after flying her into 
Indianapolis.

“I found her in a bad state, and 
said, ‘Why don’t I just buy you a 
plane ticket and you could come 
out here with me.’ And we’ll just 
take it day by day and see what 

happens,” Mr. Mintz said.
“The life I was doing before, it 

was like, ‘What the hell am I do-
ing?’” Miss Mintz said. Consider-
ing her dad’s request, Miss Mintz 
said she thought, “I could come 
out here and restart my entire life. 
I very well may not have an oppor-
tunity like this again. I was unem-
ployed, with no money.”

She added that she had “no 
strings attached.”

“I was like, ‘This is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity. Are you 
going to take it, even though it’s 
crazy and random?””

The trek with her dad included 
days that were rough for the rela-
tionship.

“My eyes opened about what 
things look like versus what they 
really are, especially on this walk,’’ 
said Miss Mintz, who noted that 
she left for the walk after spending 

a few days at an acquaintance of 
her dad’s home in Delaware, “de-
toxing in bed,” before flying out.

Beginning in Indiana, they took 
things one step at a time.

“He was posting every day on 
Facebook his perspective of the 
journey and just kind of talking 
about the day,” Miss Mintz said. 

Honor and compassion,  
ONE STEP AT A TIME

An epic cross-country walk, with a daughter  
finding her footing in life along the way

Kenneth J. Mintz and daughter 
Margaret A. Mintz pause at the Pacific 
Ocean on Oct. 22 at the conclusion of 
the Kenny Walks Across America trek. 
Courtesy of M.A. Mintz

By ALEX GAULT
agault@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — As local 
agencies and government of-
ficials work to find a solution 
to Jefferson County’s home-
lessness and housing insecu-
rity problems, another group 
is making plans to bring more 
units to the city. 

Eagle Star Housing, a group 
based in Victor, Ontario Coun-
ty, received a grant agreement 
from New York’s Empire State 
Housing Initiative to operate a 
facility in Jefferson County, in 
the same package of funding as 
the project planned by Transi-
tional Living Services, CREDO 
and Neighbors of Watertown. 

Eagle Star Housing’s execu-
tive director Zach Fuller said 
the plan is to build a 100-unit 
apartment complex, with space 
set aside for 35 homeless veter-
ans. 

“We’re working to build 
about 100 total apartments in 
a tax credit affordable hous-
ing project,” he said. “Thirty of 
them will be designated spe-
cifically for homeless veterans, 
and we’ll be the operator.”

Mr. Fuller said Eagle Star 
Housing is planning to work 
with DePaul, a nonprofit de-
veloper based in Rochester that 
focuses on low-income and 
needs-focused developments. 
DePaul has been involved in 
recent construction projects in 
many counties across upstate 
New York, including Oswego 
County’s recent Lock 7 afford-
able housing development. 
He said DePaul would own the 
building, and Eagle Star Hous-
ing would serve as property 
managers. 

“We provide the services for 
the homeless veteran basically, 
housing and housing subsidy, 
on-site support, management 
teams, service plan, the whole 
nine yards,” he said. 

He said the group has been 
in touch with local groups and 
agencies to find out how best to 
maximize their impact and de-
termine the best place to build 
the facility, as well as what oth-
er needs the community has. 

“We also do shelter housing, 
more transitional 60-day type 
housing, and we have three of 
those in operation right now,” 
he said. “We’re just starting the 
exploratory nature of what that 
would look like in Watertown, 
if we could open a shelter there 
in conjunction with the perma-
nent supportive housing.”

He said there are still many 
details that need to be hashed 
out for the project, and he ex-
pects more information will be 
available by the springtime. 

Housing 
complex 
planned 
for city

Proposed site would 
include space for 35 
homeless veteransBy CRAIG FOX

cfox@wdt.net

WATERTOWN — With 
the department’s two ladder 
trucks off the road and in need 
of repairs, the fire chief recom-
mends purchasing a used one 
from the city of Geneva.

The City Council will be 
asked on Monday to vote to 
appropriate $40,000 to buy the 
2000 Pierce ladder truck.

The department’s Number 
One truck, a 2004 Pierce, is 
having a hydraulic issue and 
personnel have been told not 
to climb on it. It failed an aerial 
inspection on Nov. 10, accord-
ing to a memo from City Man-
ager Kenneth A. Mix to council 
members.

While that was having its 
issues, Truck Number 2, a 
36-year-old E-One ladder, is 
having issues with its rear sus-
pension and axles. 

When it was getting ser-
viced, however, another 
$20,000 in repairs were discov-
ered and must be completed 
to get that apparatus back on 
the road, so the department 
will have “a usable ladder 
truck,” Mr. Mix wrote.

“This is our best bet and it’s 
important for us to be fiscally 
responsible,” Chief Matthew 
R. Timerman said Friday.

The Number One truck will 
be refurbished as soon as pos-
sible, while the department 
will have to wait a year or so 
for a new ladder truck, Chief 
Timerman said.

He and Deputy Chief Mi-
chael D. Kellogg searched and 
found the Geneva truck. They 
drove and checked out the ap-
paratus on Friday.

“The Geneva department is 
giving us a good price,” Chief 
Timerman said.

City eyes 
purchase 
of used 

fire truck
Council planning vote 
to buy Geneva vehicle 
with 2 ladders off road

THE DETAILS

n WHAT: Kenny Walks Across 
America.

n PURPOSE: Army veteran and 
Sackets Harbor resident Kenneth 
J. Mintz concluded his epic trek in 
October. But through the end of 
the year, he is still raising funds for 
the three nonprofits related to the 
walk: The Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network, Operation Resiliency and 
the Johnny Mac Soldiers Fund.

n TO DONATE: Go to Mr. Mintz’s 
website at  wdt.me/kenwalkben-
efits. People may also donate at 
www.gofundme.com/f/kenny-
walks-across-america.

Sackets 
Harbor

Greenville, 
Ohio

Swami’s Beach, 
California

Hope, 
Arizona

Washington, 
         D.C.

Pratt, Kansas

Fort Lyon, 
Colorado

Madison, 
Indiana

Frederick, 
Maryland

See WALK A4
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Excellence Awards
HiSTORiCAl, ANNivERSARY, 
OR PROGRESS EDiTiONS

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Chip Rowe and Leonard Sparks
Clearly a very encompassing special 
section which likely took a ton of 
work from numerous staff over 
several months. There is wealthy of 
pertinent, topical local information 
and history in this report - and it 
spans hundreds of years of history 
of Black/African American history 
in the region this publication cov-
ers. I liked the flow of the section, 
naturally beginning hundreds of 
years ago and culminating in more 
recent years/times. The use of the 
timelines for assorted achievements 
was very good; also liked the pull 
quote “banks” that were utilized. 
Many, many photographs, maps 
and illustrations from past and 
present were interspersed through-
out. A powerful topic that was han-
dled very nicely. The social, cultural 
and historical elements and topics 
presented in this, along with stellar 
layout, good writing and depth of 
content pushed it to the top in my 
opinion as a judge, Kudos to to the 
team; good job on all fronts and 
keep up the powerful work. 

SECOND PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS
Deirdre Bardolf, Mike Gannon, So-
phie Krichevsky and Sean Okula
A very nicely done special section 
which in my judge’s opinion stood 
out as both the best of several 
entries on the anniversary of Hur-
ricane Sandy by other publications; 
and also as one of the best four 
entries overall. I based this on sev-
eral factors: topical and very good 
reporting and writing; great flow of 
the coverage; nice cover photo and 
other art included; and pertinence 
and depth. There was a piece on 
the people of the storm; the usual 
photo page with archive images; 
then a look at the heroism of first 
responders; a solutions reporting 
story on how utilities are learning 
from storm 10 years later; and even 
touching on how storm impacted a 
neighboring community. Well done 
and keep up the nice work. Thank 
you.

THiRD PlACE
lAkE PlACiD NEWS, lAkE PlACiD

Andy Flynn
I really liked this special section. 
Good job on it. I graded you Third 
Place because of a few factors 
compared to the top two entries. 
Much of the content was (from 
credits) written by the local his-
torical society. The newspaper 
generated content was two articles 
(both good) and a series of photos. 
Hence, I dropped you compared to 
first and second, which were much 
more staff-originated. The uses of 
maps was great; loved the cover 
image - really captured the feel and 
vibe, IMO. The walking tour details, 
while submitted, were cool, and it is 
chock full of interesting stuff and 
previews the festivities. What one of 
my old editors would call, “a coffee 
table at the lake cabin keeper.” 
Good job and thank you.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE RivER REPORTER, 
NARROWSBuRG

Amanda Reed and Laurie Stuart
This was an interesting mix of 
content, some of which looked like 
it was submitted by the entity the 
special section reported on; while 
other content seemed to be real 
news coverage/profiles/stories. 
Lots of color, lots of pull quotes, 
lots of statistics. Very easy to read, 
the presentation “popped,” so to 
speak, and the bases were covered. 
Good job on this on all fronts. In 
a deep category of entries, this 
nabbed honorable mention. 

COvERAGE OF REliGiON

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Brian PJ Cronin
Excellent enterprise series with 
great sourcing examining how 
Christian churches in the circu-
lation area are evolving and cop-
ing with a nationwide decline in 
church-goers/believers. Good work.

SECOND PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS
Michael Gannon, Deirdre Bardolf, 
Sophie Krichevsky and Sean Okula
Good sustained news coverage of 
faith-related stories in the coverage 
area, from vandalism to zoning to 
High Holy Days security and more.

THiRD PlACE
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk

Mary Reinholz, Lincoln Anderson
Decent enterprise stories with good 
sourcing.

SPORTS FEATuRE
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
ADiRONDACk DAilY ENTERPRiSE,
SARANAC lAkE

Aaron Marbone
Compelling and moving story. Great 
to see someone who is not typically 
covered in the sports section, be the 
focus of a sports story. Excellent 
writing and great use of quotes 
and people for the story. The story 
felt like the beginning of a sports 
career for Allie Ott, not just a story 
about her disability. The connection 
between the older para-athletes and 
Ott was another captivating angle.

SECOND PlACE
FiRE iSlAND NEWS, BAY SHORE

Christopher Verga
Unique story, style and writing 
made me feel like I was there on the 
fat tire bikes. Short and sweet, but a 
very succinct and interesting story. 
Felt like a combination of a travel, 
sports, and interest piece.

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
WESTERN EDiTiON,
WESTHAmPTON BEACH

Desirée Keegan
Great style and presentation of 
Vander Schaaf’s journey. Reading 
the ups and downs he faced was a 
rollercoaster, the story kept me 
guessing and intrigued throughout. 
Especially enjoyed the angles from 
his mother and sister, and how they 
experienced it with him.

SECOND PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Melissa Azofeifa, Brianne Ledda, 
Grant Parpan, Joe Werkmeister
Great reporting here - impressive 
depth, public service journalism 
too - the public has a right to know 
when law enforcement isn’t be-
having.  Breadth of coverage is an 
indicator of the level of engagement 
with the community.

THiRD PlACE
THE NEWS-REviEW, RivERHEAD

Viola Flowers, Grant Parpan, 
Tara Smith and Joe Werkmeister
Good in-depth reporting, especially 
the piece on the children’s ranch. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
WESTmORE NEWS, PORT CHESTER

Sarah Wolpoff, Jeremiah Hassel
Each story had a good lead to grab 
the reader’s attention. 

COvERAGE OF CRimE,
POliCE AND COuRTS
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Robert Gavin
The best of the best in a catego-
ry that had a number of strong 
entries. 

SECOND PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Kitty Merrill and Michael Wright
A strong collection of articles that 
highlighted the reporters’ investi-
gative skills, but also their ability 
to tackle the passing of a beloved 
police chief. 

THiRD PlACE
THE PHOTO NEWS, mONROE

Becca Tucker and Molly Colgan
Nice work on a collection of issues 
the community was grappling with, 
including teen drug use and road 
rage. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk
This staff left few stones uncovered 
in tackling multiple angles to the 
subway tragedy.

COvERAGE OF ElECTiONS, 
POliTiCS

FiRST PlACE

TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Chris Bragg
Great in-depth reporting all around 
with good sourcing on how cam-
paign cash that relates back to what 
taxpayers are often paying for - or 
might pay for should a candidate 
win.

SECOND PlACE
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Becca Tucker, Molly Colgan, 
Hanna Wickes and Pete Pinto
Good job uncovering info on local 
politicos.

THiRD PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Rebecca C. Lewis, Jeff Coltin and 
Annie McDonough
Nice mix of coverage with some 
decent long-form.

THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Leonard Sparks and Jeff Simms
Great work localizing national and 
regional trends and finding com-
munity voices to tell those stories. 
Good use of graphs and data to 
round out the mains. A great vari-
ety of issues addressed, including 
the watchdog piece on the costly 
detention and the public service 
piece on health care costs. Well-re-
ported and written. Excellent work.  

HONORABlE mENTiON
SAG HARBOR ExPRESS,
SAG HARBOR

Michelle Trauring
and Brendan O’Reilly
This newspaper group should be 
lauded for creating partnerships 
with its communities’ local health 
systems — through a virtual and 
live event series — that help res-
idents understand how cancer treat-
ment and mental health services are 
being addressed and what kind of 
future services to expect. Partnering 
with community organizations rein-
forces how strong local journalism 
is vital to bringing to the forefront 
relevant and important information 
needed to build strong community. 

HEADliNE WRiTiNG

FiRST PlACE
RED HOOk DAilY CATCH,
RED HOOk

Emily Sachar
Really nicely done. Good word play, 
high energy, engaging. Keep up the 
good work.

 SECOND PlACE
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk

Lincoln Anderson
Lots of energy, great word play, 
nicely written and engaging.

THiRD PlACE
BAY NEWS & BROOklYN GRAPHiC, 
BROOklYN

Meaghan McGoldrick
High-energy headlines, that are 
funny and engaging.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk

Lincoln Anderson
Nice word play, fun headlines. The 
work shows that plenty of thought 
and a love of words came  into play 
here. Keep up the good work.

COvERAGE OF CRimE,
POliCE, COuRTS
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE

THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Stephen Kotz, T.E. McMorrow, 
Michael Wright, Kitty Merrill and 
Michelle Trauring
In a category that featured some 
strong competition at the top, the 
mixture of hard news, as well as the 
lieutenant feature, gives them the 
nod. 
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Best News Website, 2022

SECOND PlACE

THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT
The judges said: “Loads quickly and 
easy to navigate.”

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS - 
EASTERN
The judges said: “Someone is working 
hard on this site to create user en-
gagement.”

FiRST PlACE

mATT SOuRWiNE, NiCOlE BARRY, kAYlEiGH TARBET

THE POST-STANDARD
The judges said: “Having your team go out and use a drone to cap-
ture the picture puts this ads at the top of the list.”

THiRD PlACE

THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER
The judges said: “Local ads, obits, 
sponsored content, events, opinion 
makes this a well rounded website.”

Best Online Ad, 2022

SECOND PlACE

mATT SOuRWiNE

THE POST-STANDARD
The judges said: “... the 
automated flashed light 
on the car really pulls a 
reader in.” THiRD PlACE

THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS
The judges said: “Can’t go wrong with using kids having fun in the 
surf as this ad did.”
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Excellence Awards
per hour, according to the series. 
They could make $15-$17 flipping 
burgers, $21 driving a bus. The tell-
ing becomes personal with people 
like Maggie Ornstein, 44, who has 
spend her entire adult life caring 
for her mother, who suffered a 
cerebral aneurysm in the ‘90s. Keith 
Gurgui makes sure he’s awake so 
his home health aide can help bathe 
and clothe him, and then lift him 
out of bed and into his wheelchair 
before they have to leave for the 
day. A diving accident in 2009 left 
Jeff Gurgui, 30, paralyzed from the 
shoulders down. He’s among those 
who need 24/7 care, but spends 
12 hours a day alone. Among the 
solutions presented are a legislative 
proposal by New York advocates, 
the Fair Pay for Home Care Act, 
that would guarantee 150 percent 
of minimum wage as a baseline 
standard. The main thrust calls for 
enlightenment on the part of the 
agencies who run these services, 
on the part of large nursing home 
chains that profit. This high turn-
over field needs to elevate its work-
ers, the series surmises, through 
training and education that allows 
employees to advance in their ca-
reers, provide better care and make 
more money. For example, support 
the aide or assistant who could 
go to night school to become a 
licensed practical nurse. It’s a start. 
The series estimates the nation will 
need an additional 450,000 aides 
and assistants by 2025, as the Baby 
Boomers advance through their 
70s and beyond. That’s huge, and 
will impact many, many families. 
Perhaps including our own.

THiRD PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER,
SARANAC lAkE

Gwendolyn Craig, Mike Lynch
Two reporters grapple with the 
issues impacting parks and forests 
across the storied mountain range. 
Mainly, these problems stem from 
the impact of increasing hordes of 
visitors. Expand parking lots? More 
visitors. Introduce shuttle service? 
Even more visitors. Adopt the na-
tional parks motif of reservations 
only? At peak periods, for the most 
popular spaces? That might get 
somewhere. The reporters do a nice 
job of putting readers in these beau-
tiful locales, including the Crawford 
Path, the oldest continuously main-
tained trail in North 
America, the peaks spreading out 
to Mount Washington. The prob-
lems they describe are real: Trails 
blown-out, stomped into mudholes. 
Intractable traffic. Rifts between 
local users and visitors. The delicate 
balance between use and preserva-
tion. They present an impressive 
array of experts to offer solutions. 
As with similar proposals for other 
magnificent places, one hopes they 
are embraced.   

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE BROOklYN PAPER, BROOklYN

Kirstyn Brendlen
In nominating the story about a law 
school’s hasty retreat from an an-
nounced move to a new janitorial 
contractor, one that does not 
honor union contracts, one that 
would have slashed the pay of de-
cades-long workers from $30 to $17 
per hour and eliminated all benefits, 

health insurance, retirement and 
vacation, the paper described it as 
‘the definition of solutions journal-
ism.” Hours after the newspaper 
published its story, administrators 
changed course. Maybe. But it is 
also an example of Brooklyn Law 
School being taken to the woodshed 
by a journalist, and not being able 
to stand the heat. Either way, you 
got to like it.  

SPORTS COvERAGE

FiRST PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY
No entry matched this one for 
breadth and depth of coverage, nor 
the design and photography. Great 
writing, a wide array of coverage, 
and all of it very easy on the eyes.

SECOND PlACE
SAG HARBOR ExPRESS,
SAG HARBOR

Drew Budd
Really hard choice here. The entries 
from the Sag Harbor Express, East 
Hampton Express and the South-
hampton paper were all excellent. 
Solid writing, great photography 
and great design that captures the 
local sports and recreation scene in 
each place. 

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Drew Budd
Really hard choice here. The entries 
from the Sag Harbor Express, East 
Hampton Express and the 
Southhampton paper were all excel-
lent. Solid writing, great photogra-
phy and great design that captures 
the local sports and recreation 
scene in each place. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Drew Budd
Really hard choice here. The entries 
from the Sag Harbor Express, East 
Hampton Express and the 
Southhampton paper were all excel-
lent. Solid writing, great photogra-
phy and great design that captures 
the local sports and recreation 
scene in each place. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE NASSAu OBSERvER, 
HiCkSvillE

Dave Gil de Rubio

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT, 
PHiliPSTOWN

Skip Pearlman

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER

Todd Sliss, Jim MacLean and 
Rob Diantonio

SOluTiONS JOuRNAliSm 
PROJECT

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON
Affordable housing was the subject 
of more than one entry in 2022’s 
solutions journalism project, with 
the reporting landing on some of 
the same squares: The problems 
presented by the burgeoning short 
term rental market; the need for 
rezoning to allow accessory dwell-
ing units in single family neighbor-
hoods, and rezoning to 
allow for existing structure conver-
sion to multiple family housing. 
But the award goes to this newspa-
per for its all-in approach to solving 
one of its community’s most dire 
and pressing issues with Propo-
sition 3, a Community Housing 
Fund that would derive from an 
.5 percent tax on real estate sales 
above $400,000. The effort includ-
ed town hall meetings, the urgent, 
big language call of its editorials; 
an examination of almost identical 
crises in other American sought-af-
ter resort towns, and splendid 
reporting and writing across the 
gamut. I particularly liked the story 
that examined various scenarios for 
would be homeowners. A family of 
four with an income of $300,000 
and a housing budget of $1.2 
million would be looking at a small 
lot, not in a desirable location, that 
would likely need a lot of work. 
A single person making $80,000 
looking for an apartment to rent, 
if he or she could find it, would be 
looking to pay $6,000 a month, or 
$72,000 annually. Hello, officer! 
One of the project’s installments 
ran over an ad featuring one dwell-
ing for sale at $2.15 million and 
another, a summer rental, Memorial 
Day to Labor Day, for $105,000.  No 
irony intended, I’m sure.The paper’s 
clarion call leadership can only be 
admired: “A rare ‘before and after’ 
moment’ where the simple act 
of casting a ballot can bring real 
change in the world around us,” 
rang it’s endorsing editorial. Still, it 
wasn’t easy. Proposition 3, the Af-
fordable Housing Fund, passed with 
only 53 percent of the vote. To the 
staff of this newspaper: It wouldn’t 
have happened without you!    

SECOND PlACE
DEmOCRAT AND CHRONiClE,
ROCHESTER

Sarah Taddeo and team
A thoughtful and poignant exam-
ination of a problem bedeviling 
thousands of New York families 
and tens of thousands more na-
tionwide. The shortage of in-home 
health aides has left many who 
need 24-7 care home alone for long 
stretches of the day and night, and 
their families bordering on burn-
out if not outright despair. Another 
installment in the occasional series, 
Invisible Army: Caregivers on the 
Frontlines, deals with a similar 
shortage among nursing home 
assistants. Part of the problem is 
pandemic related, with COVID out-
breaks among patients and caregiv-
ers. But the biggest part is struc-
tural, with home aides and nursing 
assistants underpaid, undervalued 
and living in or near poverty. Home 
health aides make $13.20 to $14.75 

SPORTS FEATuRE
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
lONG BEACH HERAlD,
lONG BEACH

Tony Bellissimo
Amazing story, I couldn’t believe 
it as I read it. An incredible jour-
ney the young kid has been on. 
So much information is packed 
into such a short story, like other 
sports, academic performance, and 
being adopted in the US. Spectacu-
lar story and great reporting.

SECOND PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS:
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Cailin Riley
Excellent outside-the-box story. 
Loved the writing and perspectives 
of everyone around her. Great on-
the-ground reporting to present 
why and how she was called up to 
the varsity team. Also great photo. 

THiRD PlACE
CORTlAND STANDARD, CORTlAND

Paul Cifonelli
Great title, loved the story. Interest-
ing side story about how expensive 
playing or practicing baseball can 
become. Enjoyed the explanation of 
how the league started and who is 
in it and how they play.

SPORTS FEATuRE
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Cailin Riley
Excellent review of a topic that is 
talked about a lot, but not in-depth 
enough. Great use of local women 
who have perspectives on Title IX 
and how it changed their careers. 
This hit on covering a major na-
tional topic, while also keeping it 
locally focused. Enthralling read.

SECOND PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

James Allen
Excellent reporting and coverage. 
From the school district athletic 
director to the players showing 
up at the lacrosse game, totally 
compelling read. Great presenta-
tion of how this is discrimination 
in women’s sports and the double 
standard the athletes are held to.

THiRD PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Adam Shinder
Great reporting on a phenomenal 
player. Interesting how dominant 
they are and the need for even 
more competitive and challenging 
teams and leagues. Enjoyed the 
quotes from coaches and players 
about her.

HONORABlE mENTiON
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Mike MacAdam
Fascinating story. Amazing in-
tro, made me feel like I was there 
with Frame and the racehorse. 
Very unique and a great twist on a 
sports story.
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Investigative/In-Depth Reporting 2022

DiviSiON 1
FiRST PlACE

ADiRONDACk ExPlORER 
zACHARY mATSON

POWER THROuGH THE PARk
The judges said: “Engaging writing on an 

interesting and controversial topic.”

secoND PlAce

ADiRONDACk ExPlORER

GWENDOlYN CRAiG

lESSONS FROm NEW YORk’S 1996 BOND ACT
The judges said: “Good accountability journalism with a 

focus on the Adirondack region.”

thirD PlAce

THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT

JEFF SimmS

ARE THE kiDS AlRiGHT?
The judges said: “Good in-depth reporting. Love hearing 

from the teenagers themselves.”

 

DiviSiON 2
FiRST PlACE

TimES uNiON

EmiliE muNSON, mATT ROCHElEAu, YiNG zHAO 
WHEN SCHOOlS uSE FORCE

The judges said: “Excellent comprehensive 
coverage. This type of story imprints on readers in a pow-

erful way. Wonderful work.”

secoND PlAce

THE JOuRNAl NEWS

DAviD ROBiNSON, DiANA DOmBROWSki, 
miCHAEl JAquAYS

WHY THOuSANDS OF NuRSiNG HOmE COmPlAiNTS 
DuRiNG COviD ARE uNRESOlvED

The judges said: “Great graphics. Great human stories 

illustrating a regulatory issue.”

thirD PlAce

THE JOuRNAl NEWS

DAviD ROBiNSON

AS COviD RAGED iN NEW YORk HOSPiTAlS, 
ExECuTivES POCkETED $73m iN BONuSES

The judges said: “Great graphics, great searchable tables, 

great investigative reporting and watchdogging.” 

A girl at a school in New
York defied her teach-
er’s instructions to
finish an assignment

and crawled under a desk. The
teacher held her in a physical
restraint in a chair for seven
minutes.

In West Virginia, a teacher
shut a 4-year-old alone in a
bathroom until his hysterical
screams made staff members in
other rooms take notice. His
mother, who worked a few
classrooms away, believes her
son was held in that bathroom
multiple times prior. Years
later, the boy is traumatized
and doesn’t attend school reg-
ularly.

Then, there was a 13-year-old
autistic boy, Max Benson, who
was held face down on the floor
by staff members at a school in
El Dorado Hills, Calif., for one
hour and 45 minutes while he
struggled, vomited and urinated
until he lost consciousness. The
next day, he died.

“He died over a long period
of time in pain and fear in front
of all of his peers,” his mother,
Stacia Langley, said. “If there’s
something worse that can hap-
pen to someone, I don’t even
want to think about it.”

Every day in public and pri-
vate schools across the country,
children are “restrained” —
physically held by staff mem-
bers, pinned to the ground, or
bound by devices such as straps
or handcuffs. Other times, stu-
dents are kept in “seclusion,”
confined alone in rooms rang-
ing from windowless small
supply closets and bathrooms
to spaces resembling padded

cells.
Restraint and seclusion,

which are legal in most districts
nationwide, are commonly used
when students — particularly
those with disabilities — are in
distress, engaging in self-harm
or acting in ways that could
cause injury to themselves or
others.

These practices are used

thousands of times per school
day nationwide. They cause
thousands of injuries to stu-
dents and staff members each
year. While rare, dozens of
young people have died after
being restrained or kept in
seclusion over the past three
decades; most deaths have
happened in residential facil-
ities or other settings that cater

to children with special needs.
An untold number of students
suffer lasting emotional trauma,
including for those who witness
the episodes, experts say.

Yet many people don’t know
this happens at all. Parents
have in some cases gone weeks
or years without knowing their
child had been regularly sub-
jected to these controversial
interventions. Some families
found out only after a child
died.

The practices are meant to
keep students in distress from
hurting themselves or others.
They are supposed to be a last
resort in emergencies when
other efforts have failed.

But a yearlong national in-
vestigation by Hearst Newspa-
pers found that accountability
and oversight of restraint and
seclusion in schools across the
country are sorely lacking.

Some students are subjected
to the practices hundreds of
times in a school year or held in
restraints or kept in seclusion
rooms for hours at a time, re-
cords show. In some cases,
children are restrained or se-
cluded not as a safety measure
but as a form of discipline.
Handcuffs are sometimes used,
and police are sometimes
called.

Many schools use dangerous
maneuvers, including restrain-
ing children in the prone, or
face-down, position; federal
education officials say prone
restraints “should never be
used” because they can restrict
a child’s breathing.

Staff members who have no

NATIONAL INVESTIGATION

WHENSCHOOLS
USEFORCE

Little-known and often used, restraint and seclusion practices
cause harm, even death, among America’s schoolchildren

Please see FORCEA12▶�

Paul Buckowski / Times Union
A “time out” room at Jackson Heights Elementary School in Glens Falls. Many schools have special rooms to isolate children deemed to be in crisis.

About this series

A yearlong national investigation by Hearst Newspapers provides the
most comprehensive look to-date at how often restraint and seclu-
sion are used in America’s schools – and how often children are
harmed or die as a result. This series highlights systemic abuses and
problems, from discriminatory practices to major gaps in oversight.
Our journalists scrutinized years of patchy federal data on restraint
and seclusion in an unprecedented effort to gather records from all
50 states.

Hearst / Ebonie Baltimore, Fieger, Kenney & Harrington, P.C., Marko Law PLLC,
Paul Buckowski / Times Union, court records

Clockwise from top left: Corey Foster, 16, from New York; Xavier
Hernandez, 21, from Texas; Max Benson, 13, from California; Jonathan
Carey, 13, from New York; and Cornelius Frederick, 16, fromMichigan
died after restraint incidents.

By Emilie Munson, Matt Rocheleau, Alex Putterman, Libby Seline and Alexandra Kanik
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F O R T H E

ALBANY — The state In-
spector General’s much-antici-
pated report on the missteps
made by two state agencies
before the 2018 Schoharie lim-
ousine crash found that reg-
ulators “failed to utilize all legal
remedies” at their disposal to
stop Prestige Limousine from
renting out the doomed stretch
Excursion, attributing the errors
to bad policy, miscommunica-
tion and an effort to speedily
reach settlements with rule-
breaking companies even before
remedies had been put in place.

The report said the lapses in
oversight by the state Depart-
ment of Transportation and the
Department of Motor Vehicle
were caused by “significant gaps
in policies, procedures and in-
teragency communications” that
allowed Prestige and its owners,
the Hussain family of Wilton, to
keep the vehicle operating until
the Oct. 6, 2018, crash outside a
country store in Schoharie that
left 20 people dead.

The families of the victims
were troubled by the results of
the probe, saying it was painful
to read how many opportunities
state regulators and law en-
forcement had to stop the crash
from happening by simply tak-
ing the crash vehicle out of
service. The 34-foot stretch
Ford Excursion had a history of
mechanical problems, was not
authorized to be on the road
and had failed multiple spot
inspections.

“It’s literally heartbreaking to
read about the number of lost
opportunities that should have
taken that vehicle off the road
and permanently out of service,”
said Kevin Cushing, whose son
Patrick Cushing died in the
crash and who acts as a spokes-
man for many of the victims’
families. “It appears that the
DOT and DMV were much more
focused on assisting the Hussain
family in keeping their danger-

State
releases
limo
report
Inspector general finds
multiple oversights
in deadly 2018 crash
By Larry Rulison

Please see LIMOA8▶�
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BY ZACHARY MATSON 

The large boats will prowl Lake Champlain 
all day and all night for five months.

Barges up to 300 feet long and 90 
feet across will carry 12 miles of spooled elec-
trical cable, navigation equipment, a tall crane 
and a specialized crew. They will drop the ca-
ble 4 feet deep in their wake and cover 2 miles 
a day. The underwater installation will stir up 
sediment, displace bottom-dwelling creatures 
and alter the lake’s ecology.

Then the boats will be gone.
“I call it a one-time disturbance,” said Tim 

Mihuc, a professor of environmental science 
at SUNY Plattsburgh. 

The extraordinary activity will leave behind a 
hidden thread of power delivering a near-con-
stant flow of energy from manmade reservoirs 
in Quebec and Labrador to Queens, effective-
ly an Adirondack Park-sized battery projected 
to provide about one-fifth of New York City’s 
massive electricity needs in the coming de-
cades. Construction may start in a few months 
and the cable could be laid in 2024 as part of a 
major transmission line called the Champlain 
Hudson Power Express.

Financed by one of the world’s richest pri-
vate equity firms, The Blackstone Group, the 
CHPE is championed by its supporters as es-
sential to unwind New York’s reliance on car-
bon-spewing fossil fuel and meet a 2040 tar-
get of emissions-free electricity. The project’s 
opponents denounce it as a green-in-name-
only risk built on a legacy of mistreatment of 
Indigenous peoples and continuing ecolog-
ical harm to Canadian rivers, one that boxes 
out New York energy producers.

The project, announced in 2010, is backed by 
scores of elected officials, including Gov. Kathy 
Hochul. Securing state and federal permits, in 
2013 and 2014, CHPE generated thousands of 
comments to the Public Service Commission 
and a promise of a $117 million trust fund to 
support environmental restoration. 

The commission in April approved a 25-year 
state contract offering billions of dollars to Hy-
dro-Quebec, a corporation tied to the Quebec 
government, for delivering renewable ener-
gy. The contract enables developers to move 
forward with construction this summer and 
potentially energize the transmission line by 
the end of 2025.   

Power through the park
$4 billion transmission line to drop into Lake Champlain
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Lake Champlain from  
the Vermont point of 

view runs north toward 
the Crown Point Bridge 

with an Essex County 
farm in the foreground. 

PHOTO BY CARL HEILMAN II,
COURTESY OF THE ADIRONDACK COUNCIL

BELOW THE SURFACE
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BY GWENDOLYN CRAIG

This November, New York voters will 
decide whether the state will take on 
unprecedented debt for environmental 

projects, something they have not been asked 
to do in 26 years.

The Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs 
Environmental Bond Act of 2022, requested 
by Democrat Gov. Kathy Hochul, promises 
$4.2 billion for climate, air- and water-quality 
projects.

Originally $3 billion as proposed by former 
Democrat Gov. Andrew Cuomo in 2020, it 
was put off at the height of the coronavirus 
pandemic. After Cuomo’s resignation, Hochul 
and state legislators increased it. 

The last such bond act, touted by Republi-
can Gov. George Pataki, won approval with a 
55% endorsement. The Clean Air/Clean Wa-
ter Bond Act of 1996 provided $1.75 billion 
“for protection of New York’s air, water and 
abundant natural resources,” according to an 
annual report.

What became of that borrowing?
Records show nearly 95% of the money is 

gone, but about $82 million remains and 
$106 million more in borrowing is autho-
rized. The state may use some this year after 
announcing in July that $1.5 million of bond 
act funds will be used at Imperial Mills Dam 
in Plattsburgh on a fish ladder for salmon to 
journey to the Saranac River. 

What New Yorkers and Adirondackers re-
ceived is partially available from agencies in 
charge of expenditures:
• Thousands of acres including some of the 
 most desirable parcels in the Adiron- 

dacks, like a major piece of Whitney Park. 
• Cleaner heating systems to replace coal-

 fired furnaces in New York City schools.
• Remediation of heavily polluted sites, 
 including one of the country’s dirtiest 
 water bodies at the time, central New 
 York’s Onondaga Lake.
• Adirondack landfill closures.
• Millions in grants and loans for drinking 
 water projects.
• Non-environmental projects and a wish 
 list from individual lawmakers, like the 
 preservation of a church steeple in Water-
 town and the restoration of Rensselaer 
 County’s courthouse.

Using a mix of methods and programs, gov-
ernment leaders listed projects, said Jessica 
Ottney Mahar, New York policy and strategy 
director for The Nature Conservancy. Some 
involved applications and a ranking system. 
Some were already outlined in management 
and open space plans. 

Others were funded through agreements be-
tween Pataki and legislators known as memo-
randums of understanding. 

“Critics said this is just pork barrel spend-
ing,” Mahar said. “Pork” describes government 
spending for projects that benefit a specific 
lawmaker’s district. She said this year’s bond 
act does not include projects that have already 
been decided. Instead, the legislation spells 
out purposes and pots of money for things like 
climate change mitigation and water-quali-
ty projects, along with things that could be 
considered eligible. Project costs may only be 
reimbursed. The 2022 bond act requires 35% 
of the funding go toward projects in disadvan-
taged communities (Keeseville is one) with a 
goal of 40%.

A Pataki surprise
Bernard Melewski remembers when the 53rd 
governor of New York proposed the bond act 

to a room full of environmental advocates. 
“It came as a complete surprise to the en-

vironmental community and an even bigger 
surprise to members of the state Legislature,” 
Melewski said. He was the legislative director 
for the Adirondack Council in 1996. 

It wasn’t as much of a surprise to those close 
to Pataki. Gavin Donohue, deputy commis-
sioner of the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation at the time, considered 
Pataki an environmentalist. Donohue said 
Pataki would often visit the Adirondacks. The 
governor even bought a farm in Essex on Lake 
Champlain. 

As an Assembly member in 1993, Pataki 
helped create the Environmental Protection 
Fund. Advisers to the former governor said 
he doesn’t get enough credit for growing that 
fund. It started at $31 million and is $400 
million today. But, they said, this was the start 
of his rapport with environmental groups. The 
connections would help his bond act crusade. 

Yet environmentalists had a mixed relation-
ship with the governor. During his bond act 
campaign, Pataki dealt with adverse publicity 
about DEC Commissioner Michael Zagata. 
Zagata was a former oil company executive, 
and had been using state-owned vehicles for 
personal trips. He was under scrutiny for what 
some considered his lax environmental reg-
ulations and settlements with polluters, too, 
the New York Times reported.

Sitting in an Essex County diner in the 
summer of 2021, Pataki recalled a meeting in 
Lake Placid before the bond act passed. People 
stood outside and protested, outraged over the 
spending plan. He had proposed a $1.5 billion 
bond act, though the Legislature would boost 
it by a quarter billion dollars.

North Country residents had been critical 

Learning from a $1.75 
billion lesson

A look back at the last environmental bond act
New Yorkers passed
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The Beacon High School parent 
described her teenage daughter as 
“the glue of the family” — a head-

strong young woman who always “wants to 
make sure everybody’s well and together.”

But by the summer of 2020, after students 
in New York finished the last three months 
of the school year behind computer screens 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic shut-
down, something had changed. 

One day that summer, the mother took 
her daughter to Long Dock Park at the 

Beacon waterfront for some fresh air. The 
girl wore a sweater. “I thought it was weird, 
because it was hot out,” said the mother, 
whose identity, along with her daugh-
ter’s, is being withheld so she could speak 

candidly about her family’s mental health.
Later that summer, her daughter was in 

the kitchen “grabbing something — and 
that’s when I noticed her arm,” the mother 
said. The girl, who said she felt isolated 
because of the shutdown, and feared she or 
her parents would contract COVID before 
vaccines were available, had been cutting 
herself with a razor blade. 

While her reaction was extreme, the 
Beacon student was hardly alone in her 

Are the Kids Alright?
School is back to 

normal but students 
may not be

By Jeff  Simms

(Continued on Page 18) (Continued on Page 3)

Beacon Will Add 
Metal Detectors 
at Night Games
Move made in response to 
shooting in Newburgh
By Chip Rowe

The Beacon school district said 
this week it will make “security 
enhancements,” including hand-

held metal detectors, at its evening foot-
ball and soccer games following a shooting 
after a high school game in Newburgh.  

In addition, the contents of bags and 
backpacks will be inspected, games will 
have a single point of entry and no specta-
tor who leaves will be allowed to return.

The measures will be in effect for the 
varsity football games tonight (Oct. 7) and 
Oct. 21 and boys’ soccer games on Oct. 12 
and Oct. 18, said Superintendent Matt 
Landahl in a statement.

“Having these evening events is very 
important to us and we love providing 
our students and the community a place 
to cheer on our student-athletes and also 
hang out with each other,” he said. “These 
changes are not in response to any specific 
Beacon-related concern but instead are an 
attempt to be proactive.”

The changes come in the wake of a shoot-
ing after a Newburgh Free Academy game 
on Sept. 30 that left three adults with inju-
ries. Police said shots were fired at about 
9:35 p.m. during a fight near the north 
parking lots as the crowd left the game. The 
victims were all Newburgh residents but 
not students; they were shot in the thigh, 
foot and ankle. No arrests have been made.

The Newburgh district said this week 

Outside Money
Millions pour into local 
House races for negative ads
By Victor Feldman

At a pizza parlor in Kingston, a stark 
black-and-white image of Rep. Pat 
Ryan, the former Ulster County 

executive who is running for the U.S. House 
district that will include Beacon, appears 
on a bar TV screen. Ryan, the narrator says 
against a background of ominous music, 
wants to disarm the police and free violent 

criminals from prison. The video cuts to an 
image of an inmate behind bars, then back 
to Ryan’s face. “Pat Ryan is dangerously 
liberal,” the narrator warns.

Another ad, this one online, features an 
image of Republican House candidate Colin 
Schmitt, broadly grinning. “Anti-choice 
and doesn’t stand up for kids,” asserts the 
video’s narrator over a background drum-
beat. The ad cuts to an image of a woman 
looking up from a voting booth. She peers 
into the camera, an expression of disgust 
across her face. “New Yorkers are on to 
Colin Schmitt,” the narrator declares. 

National political groups, including the 

(Continued on Page 6)

Most high school students, including those in Beacon, have not had a “normal” academic year since middle school. Photo by Valerie Shively

PART 1
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Excellence Awards
NEWS STORY
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Jeff Simms
I have to admit that this piece 
was quite provocative. The loss 
of Charles Lucy impacted a whole 
community as well as a family but 
it was beautiful to see journalism 
taking a look back -- over 100 years, 
in fact. It stunningly illustrated 
that though over 100 years had 
passed, violence and loss still infect 
our society. However, families and 
communities still come together to 
rectify loss -- at least in some form. 
The author nicely painted that the 
family survived and the community 
was a huge part of their ability to 
carry on. It brought a tear to my eye 
when I imagined the 100 years of 
family generations coming togeth-
er to honor a long-lost ancestor. It 
was stunning because that is what 
journalism should do -- remember, 
evaluate, and force the reader to 
ponder how the world has changed. 
And how it hasn’t. 

SECOND PlACE
BRONx TimES REPORTER AND 
BRONx TimES, BRONx

Ameena Walker
This piece nicely encapsulates why 
we have local papers -- people care 
about people who care. I loved the 
brevity of the article and how the 
author painted Franco as someone 
who wanted, for quite some time, 
to do something to make the world 
better. It was wonderful to see that 
Franco landed a job that is some-
what within her love of flowers and 
nature and proved that living in the 
Bronx doesn’t relegate people from 
the beauty of.

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
WESTERN EDiTiON, 
WESTHAmPTON BEACH

Kitty Merrill
This piece had a great combina-
tion of historical significance, 
current-day events, and personal 
quirks to make the reader care 
about the subject i.e. William 
Hughes. The “ante” was really 
increased when the author carefully 
described the respect given to those 
who earn the title of All American 
and Legacy Life members. It was 
beautiful to see a life deconstruct-
ed by an outside author and then 
reconstructed to show the signifi-
cance of Hughes and those like him. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
WESTERN EDiTiON, 
WESTHAmPTON BEACH

Desirée Keegan
This piece touched my soul as the 
needs of the community truly arose 
within the article. The author’s abil-
ity to extract the when/where/how 
was great but I also appreciated the 
deeper look at how the community 
was impacted by the pantry and 
how students benefit from those 
who care enough to look out for 
them. 

NEWS STORY
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON

Christine Sampson
Great story telling. Writer included 
a number of captivating details 
that gave the readers a feel for the 
actual situation.  Amazing story of 
small town heroes who heard the 
call and quickly responded. A po-
tential crisis situation was skillfully 
handled by the responders, making 
for a great story. 

SECOND PlACE
THE PHOTO NEWS, mONROE

Becca Tucker
Plenty of comments from named 
and unnamed sources.  Good move 
to work in the comments from the 
family story owner that continues 
with commitment to staffed check-
out lanes.  The use of pull-quotes 
and the pie chart graphic provided 
nice entry points into the story.

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON

Carissa Katz and Judy D’Mello
Writer did a nice job weaving the 
gentleman’s bio, achievements into 
the story while still making it a 
fresh celebration of his life.  Good 
number of sources and quotes.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SOmERS RECORD, SOmERS

Carol Reif
A very important and controversial 
subject faced by many commu-
nities.  The story was filled with 
multiple sources from both side of 
the issue.  One structural issue is 
that there were comments about 
the online petition before the peti-
tion was brought into the story and 
explained. 

NEWS STORY
DivisioN  4

FiRST PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Matthew Korfhage
Very well written. Very good lede 
followed with deep dive into the 
history that led from a free-tuition 
university to a national student 
debt crisis.

SECOND PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Lana Bellamy, Phillip Pantuso
In a category rife with strong issue 
stories, an election-day tick-tock is 
not an obvious choice for recogni-
tion. But this one stood out. It is a 
very well written, deep-dive report 
into  U.S. Rep. Sean Patrick Malo-
ney’s very 

THiRD PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Peter D. Kramer
A chilling story, well researched 
and very well told.

SPOT NEWS COvERAGE
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE

PuTNAm COuNTY 
NEWS & RECORDER, COlD SPRiNG

Douglas Cunningham
This story could have been a brief 
report about a shooting. Instead, 
it is a well-sourced and well-re-
searched description of a societal 
problem and obstacles to address-
ing it effectively

SECOND PlACE
WESTmORE NEWS, PORT CHESTER

Jeremiah Hassel
This reporter has assembled a story  
featuring every aspect of a house 
fire and its aftermath. Of all the fire 
stories submitted, this stood out.

THiRD PlACE
liviNGSTON COuNTY NEWS,
GENESEO

Margret Lee, Ben Beagle and 
Matt Surtel
This interesting package rises above 
traditional spot reporting on a 
torm.

HONORABlE mENTiON
ADiRONDACk DAilY ENTERPRiSE

SARANAC lAkE

Aaron Marbone
Solid reporting and careful writing.

SPOT NEWS COvERAGE
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Tim Gannon, Tara Smith, Joe 
Werkmeister and Steve Wick
This entry demonstrates solid 
reporting, clear writing, and good 
judgment.

SECOND PlACE
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Brian Quinn, Matt Surtel and 
Ben Beagle
This package is very well re-
searched, written and organized.

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Stephen J. Kotz
This reporter clearly described the 
details of the tragedy and answered 
questions that readers would have 
asked.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Cailin Riley
This was an enjoyable story to read, 
with a headline that pulled me in, 
and the issue was clearly explained.

SPOT NEWS COvERAGE
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk

Robert Pozarycki, Dean Moses
These three issues exemplify very 
solid coverage of a crime that has 
gripped the community.

SECOND PlACE
GAY CiTY NEWS, NEW YORk

Kathleen Warnock
This is an inspiring story. It would 
have been made stronger by the 
inclusion of a photo of Lorde.

THiRD PlACE
THE BROOklYN PAPER, BROOklYN

Ben Brachfeld, Kirstyn Brendlen, 
Paul Frangipane, Jessica Parks
Good reporting of a chaotic event.

HONORABlE mENTiON
BAY RiDGE COuRiER, BAY RiDGE

Ben Brachfeld
Kudos to the reporter for finding a 
unique angle on a storm that affect-
ed many. 

NEWS STORY
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk

Lincoln Anderson
This is a very compelling story 
about Greewich Village neighbor-
hoods hiring their own security 
firms to do what residents think 
police are unable to do — curb 
homelessness and drug-related 
crime in the street. The most com-
pelling aspect is the hiring of armed 
security guards. It’s in the headline 
but buried pretty deeply in the 
story. Gunpoint gentrification? I 
want to read the follow-up.

SECOND PlACE
ClARENCE BEE, ClARENCE

Emily Stoll
What a tragic story: Four children 
left orphaned, the result of their 
father’s shooting spree. A good mix 
of straight-news crime reporting 
and community reaction.

THiRD PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER,
SARANAC lAkE

Mike Lynch
I am a fan of the feature lede, even 
in news stories, but this was a bit 
long. It took nearly 300 words be-
fore you got to the gist: the hunter 
mistakenly shot an endangered 
wolf.Buried lede aside, a very thor-
ough, well-researched article. Well 
done!

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER,
NORTHPORT

David Ambro
Nothing fancy, here. Just straight-
forward hard-news reporting on 
this spill and its impacts on the 
community. Very well done. 
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FiRST PlACE
DENiSE liTTlE 

THE AmHERST BEE 
The judges said: “Wonderful use of graphics 

and white space to enhance the article.”

SECOND PlACE
AlEx lAW AND ANDREW HORTON

CiTY & STATE
The judges said: “Very cleanly done.”

Best Graphic Illustration, 2022

Mike Measer
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
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Could Inez Dickens – whose father and uncle held 
the seat before her – be the latest member of the 
Harlem establishment to lose? At 69 years old, 

housing activist Delsenia Glover isn’t your typical 
young insurgent, but her progressive politics fit the 

bill. Also in the race is Shawanna Vaughn.

AD 70AD 70

Retirements, 
challenges, drama. 
Manhattan’s 
Assembly delegation 
is in for a shake-up.

MMaannhhaattttaann::  
AAsssseemmbbllee!! Map by 

Alex Law
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Assembly Member 
Inez Dickens

Delsenia  
Glover

Eddie Gibbs was just elected in 
a January special election. He’s 

gotten attention as the first formerly 
incarcerated legislator, after serving 
four years for manslaughter 30 years 
ago, and received an endorsement 

from Mayor Eric Adams. But the 
Working Families Party-backed lawyer 

Wilfredo López and two other local 
leaders – Tamika Mapp and John Ruiz 
Miranda – hope to make him a one-

year lawmaker. 

AD 68AD 68

Assembly Member 
Eddie Gibbs

Wilfredo  
López

N EW YORK CITY’S 
seen countless 
competitive 
Democratic 
primaries in the past 

few election cycles – and 
more than few incumbents 
have lost. But Manhattan 
has largely been left out of 
the fun. Politicians there 
tend to stick around for 
a long time. But a wave 
of retirements, and some 
energetic challenges, could 
shake up Manhattan’s 
Assembly delegation. And 
that’s just the June primary. 
Redistricting will lead to 
Manhattan voters deciding 
two of the country’s 
most closely watched 
congressional primaries, 
at a time when the political 
center of gravity in the city 
has shifted toward Brooklyn.

“Why should the 
boroughs have all the 
fun?” asked Rose Christ, a 
Manhattan-based lobbyist 
and former president of 
the Stonewall Democratic 
Club of New York City.  “I 
think it’s only right that we 
see new people emerge 
in these races and really 
hold incumbents to the 
fire and also make their 
way in when there are 
open seats. It’s political 
dynamics at its best.”

Though not everyone 
agrees this is new. 
“Manhattan politics has 
always been exciting,” 
said Keith Wright, the 
leader of the Manhattan 
Democratic Party. “These 
things come in cycles. 
They come in different 
waves. Believe me: It ain’t 
nothing we can’t handle.”

THiRD PlACE
CHRiSTiNA SCOTTi

WARWiCk ADvERTiSER
The judges said: “Very effective 

use of color and shape.”

Best Solutions Journalism Project, 2022

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-EASTERN
The judges said: “...the award goes to this 
newspaper for its all-in approach to solv-
ing one of its community’s most dire and 

pressing issues.”

SECOND PlACE
DEmOCRAT AND CHRONiClE

The judges said: “A thoughtful and 
poignant examination of a problem bedev-
iling thousands of New York families and 

tens of thousands more nationwide.”

THiRD PlACE
THE ADiRONDACk ExPlORER

The judges said: “The reporters do a nice 
job of putting readers in these beautiful 
locales, including the Crawford Path, the 
oldest continuously maintained trail in 

North America, the peaks spreading out to 
Mount Washington.”
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Excellence Awards
BEST NEWS OR

FEATuRE SERiES
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Chip Rowe and Leonard Sparks
In this huge Division 1 News/Fea-
ture Series category, this series is 
labeled and presented best of all.
This is impressive in design, detail 
and overall scope with strong head-
lines, photographs, maps, etc.  
Congratulations to the newspaper 
for giving the series top billing - a 
major commitment of time and 
space. Perhaps you have already 
packaged this as a historical doc-
ument for distribution to schools, 
museums, visitor centers, etc.  
Excellent work!

SECOND PlACE
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Mallory Diefenbach, Matt Surtel
Your journalistic efforts exhibited 
here represent Community Service 
at the highest level because it is a 
community wide issue. Your bull-
dog reporting stands out among 
the tough competition in this The 
story on Feb. 22 gets into the $$ 
impacts. Always follow the money 
and there’s big money in health 
care Mallory Diefenbach - excellent 
reporting, use of quotes, attribu-
tion and background context. You 
own this!  (Did anyone ever learn 
what was in the box??) Precise pho-
tos. Photo reproduction is excel-
lent. The passage of time is evident 
by the photos: Masks and then no 
masks.Strong headlines and sub-
heads. Good heads/subheads is a 
positive trend at your publication

THiRD PlACE
RED HOOk DAilY CATCH,
RED HOOk

Emily Sachar
This writing is spectacularly 
smooth just like soft service ice 
cream at the Fair. Full of person-
ality. Every one of the entries was 
enjoyable to read. The bright and 
cheery photos helped. I can smell 
and feel the fair. (that’s a good 
thing)

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Jeff Simms
Everything about this series is on 
point: concept, presentation, writ-
ing, photography and artwork, info 
graphs, next-edition preview, etc.
And reader-funded!  Engaging writ-
ing.  Top of front page placement 
shows community service commit-
ment.

HONORABlE mENTiON 
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Brian Quinn, Scott DeSmit, Mal-
lory Diefenbach
Excellent reporting by all involved. 
Puts the local face on national 
issue. Excellent use of quotes and 
attribution all the way around.
Congratulations!

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 5

FiRST PlACE
PRESS-REPuBliCAN, PlATTSBuRGH

Carly Newton
Outstanding work making the 
story very easy to read and digest, 
and balancing the right amount of 
quotes. 

SECOND PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Chris Brock 
Terrific story showcasing how the 
walk helped both individuals in 
their own ways. Very strong writing. 
A tough decision between first and 
second place. 

THiRD PlACE

THE RivERDAlE PRESS

RivERDAlE

Sachi McClendon
Great job finding a way to localize a 
global story. Would have been nice 
to hear more about/from Shabbos. 

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE EAST HAmPTON STAR

EAST HAmPTON

Christopher Gangemi
I really enjoyed and appreciated 
the attention to detail through this 
piece, though there could have been 
a little more clarity in a few more 
areas -- considering the vast major-
ity of readers are likely not super 
familiar with the intricate parts of 
horses. 

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 6

FiRST PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS
Matthew Korfhage
Really comprehensive reporting. 
Multi-sourced, multi-faceted, highly 
educational and very interesting. 
This is journalism at its best. These 
sorts of stories remind your readers 
why newspapers continue to play 
an important role in their day lives.

SECOND PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Katherine Kiessling
6 sources, well-written, very inter-
esting! I would like to have seen 
a comment or two from someone 
who regularly visits the scary prop-
erties. Still, I would have enjoyed 
this story at the breakfast table on 
Sunday 

THiRD PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Adam Shinder
Very interesting. Well written. 
Educational. These sorts of stories 
remind your readers why newspa-
pers continue to play an important 
role in their daily lives. Keep up the 
good work! By the way, I originally 
chose this story for First Place and 
had to reread the top three stories 
three or four times to come up with 
my rankings.

HONORABlE mENTiON
iTHACA TimES, iTHACA

Lucy Calderon
Very interesting. well written. 

THiRD PlACE
NORTH SAlEm NEWS, 
NORTH SAlEm

Carol Reif
Nice writing, loved the way you 
mixed in explaining what the sport 
is and the risks, plus the history. 
Would have paid $20 extra for some 
quotes from the heroic kid with the 
rowboat, though.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE RivER REPORTER,
NARROWSBuRG

Charles Petersheim

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE SOuTHAmPTON 
PRESS-WESTERN

Desirée Keegan

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
BRONx TimES REPORTER AND 
BRONx TimES, BRONx

Robbie Sequeira
This provided a fascinating picture 
of an industry that operates mostly 
in the background of daily life. 

SECOND PlACE

THE SPOTliGHT (DElmAR)
DElmAR

John McIntyre
This captured my attention. 

THiRD PlACE
BRONx TimES REPORTER AND 
BRONx TimES, BRONx

Robbie Sequeira
Good explanation of a timely and 
tragic story. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE RED HOOk STAR-REvuE, 
BROOklYN

Erin Degregorio
Learned something new! 

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 4

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Michelle Trauring
As a parent who has lost an adult 
son and been unceremoniously 
thrust into navigating grief with no 
instructions, this was a wonderful 
glimpse into one man’s grief pro-
cess. Well done. 

SECOND PlACE
THE SOmERS RECORD, SOmERS

Carol Reif
I appreciated the way this story was 
handled. An excellent example of 
unbiased reporting. 

THiRD PlACE
THE DAilY STAR, ONEONTA

Mike Forster Rothbart
This was interesting and emotional. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET

Rita J. Egan
I like the way this combined current 
and historic information.

HONORABlE mENTiON
NORTH COuNTRY THiS WEEk,
POTSDAm

Jimmy Lawton

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE BROOklYN PAPER, 
BROOklYN

Anna Bradley-Smith

HONORABlE mENTiON
lONG iSlAND PRESS, SYOSSET

Madeline Armstrong

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
RED HOOk DAilY CATCH,
RED HOOk

Victor Feldman
EXCELLENT. Just an excellent 
feature article that draws you in, 
places you in the orchard. Such a 
sense of 
place. 

SECOND PlACE
RED HOOk DAilY CATCH,
RED HOOk

Emily Sachar
Such a talented writer. I feel like 
I’m at the fair. Great story with an 
interesting “folk art” vibe. Photos 
add to the 
story, too.

THiRD PlACE
THE iTHACA vOiCE, iTHACA

Matt Butler
I must visit NY and specifically, this 
taco stand. Interesting details about 
the food, how the stand is set up 
and how it’s perceived. Well written. 
“The setting is humble but the food 
is not.” Great way to set the tone.

HONORABlE mENTiON

RED HOOk DAilY CATCH

RED HOOk

Emily Sachar
Vivid writing. Interesting story. I’m 
immersed in the story. Great job.

FEATuRE STORY
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE

WESTmORE NEWS, PORT CHESTER

Sarah Wolpoff
Really enjoyable read. I was glad to 
have the Pew religion trends data in 
there for context, and liked that you 
got members of both congregations 
to speak frankly about what was go-
ing on, and framed the whole story 
with a community lens. 

SECOND PlACE
THE NEWS-REviEW, RivERHEAD

Joe Werkmeister
Really nice, disciplined storytelling, 
esp given the potentially fraught 
subject matter, both for the donor 
family and the woman having the 
baby. I was able to feel this tension 
without being smacked over the 
head with it. Thank you!
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Best Local Business Support Campaign
FiRST PlACE

THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT

TERESA lAGERmAN
“This is sweet (pun intended).  I’m in.  I love ice cream.  I am sure your ice cream shops loved the promo.  

The nice pastel ad is fitting. .”

SECOND PlACE

 THE villAGE TimES HERAlD
“Nice program.  Shows involvement in the community.  And involves the community.”

THiRD PlACE

lONG iSlAND PRESS
“A well-executed Readers’ Choice program.”
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Harlan and Olivia Fischer A6 
Hope Kinney   A7
Alan Inkles   A8
Steve Englebright  A9
SBU Infectious Disease Team A12
Holly Fils-Aime   A14
Mark Sternberg  A17
Stu Vincent   A18
EJ’s PJs    A19
Eileen Anders  A20
Citizens Against Cracking A21
Jennifer McNaughton A22
Lily Bonacasa  A24
Mari Irizarry   A30
Rich Tomitz   A32 
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Best Audience Development Promotion
FiRST PlACE

THE DAilY GAzETTE

miCHEllE WRiGHT
The judges said: “The focus on a niche you so clearly do well at, and your use of it to drive sales, is exactly what 

we all need to be doing.”

SECOND PlACE

THE DAilY GAzETTE

miCHEllE WRiGHT
The judges said: “I have beagles.  You gave me a beagle.” 

THiRD PlACE

THE CHRONiClE, GOSHEN

CHRiSTiNA SCOTTi
The judges said: “I love the Stop signs ad.  I hope it pulled for you.”

News
www.chroniclenewspaper.com  FEBRUARY 11-17, 2022PAGE 2 The Chronicle

By Josh Lashley  

As captain of the Goshen 
High School girls basketball 
program, Jillian Brosnan has 
set and met a high standard 
this season, attested to by Ed 
Greico, new head coach for 
the Gladiators.  

“This being my first year 
coaching the varsity girls, 
with it being a young team, 
we’ve taken a lot of time just 
getting acquainted with each 
other,’’ Greico said. “Jillian 
has helped that process 
throughout, whether holding 
teammates accountable or 
speaking with me about con-
cerns for our team. We’ve had 
our ups and downs. Jillian has 
been the constant through-
out. She was chosen by her 
teammates and the coaching 
staff agreed. 

Brosnan has also put that 
effort into academics, main-
taining a 98 average. 

“Jillian helps her team-
mates to improve by con-
stantly leading by example. 
She pushes her teammates by 
always working and never 
taking a play off. She very 
rarely comes out of the game,” 
said Greico. “Jillian averaged 

double digit points and re-
bounds this season. She has 
not only been the captain but 
also the vocal leader of this 
team. She leads with the ef-
fort she shows at every prac-
tice and game.’’ 

Brosnan began playing 
basketball as a fourth grader.  

“When I was younger, my 
brother played Catholic 
Youth Organization basket-
ball,’’ Brosnan said. “Watch-
ing him play is what originally 
attracted me to the sport. My 

strength as a competitor is 
that I put all my energy into 
each and every game.” 

She also knows what she 
needs to work on. 

“I’d like to improve on de-
fense, and I’ve never been 
much of a shooter, so I’d like 
to improve on that,” she said. 

In her final year as a high 
school athlete, Brosnan aims 
to put forth her best effort on 
the court.  

“I don’t want to regret any-
thing, so I personally want to 
make sure I play each and 
every game to the best of my 
ability and have fun playing, 
because I know just how 
much I’ll miss this team and 
this sport when it’s all over,’’ 
Brosnan said. “This season 
has the potential to be a really 
good season for us. We have a 
few more league games left in 
the regular season, and then 
it’s playoffs. Our goal is to al-
ways keep pushing each other 
to get better. We want to 
communicate on the court, 
play our best and have fun in 
the process.’’  

Goshen is scheduled to 
travel to play Beacon on Feb-
ruary 15. 

Shooting for different  
kinds of strengths
GOSHEN. Goshen girls 
basketball team captain 
Jillian Brosnan makes a 
point of making the most 
of time on the court and 
in class. 

ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION 
Goshen is scheduled to 
travel to play Beacon on 
February 15.

Jillian Brosnan, captain of 
Goshen High School girls 
basketball program

We want to communicate 
on the court, play our best 
and have fun in the 
process.’’ 

Jillian Brosnan

Goshen. Snow scene

 An old fashioned snow scene on Old Chester Road in Goshen

COVID-19 vaccines are available for everyone at no cost.Vaccines were paid for with taxpayer dollars and are 
being given to all people living in the US, regardless of insurance or immigration status. If anyone asks you 
to pay for access to a COVID-19 vaccine, you can bet it’s a scam. Don’t share your personal or financial 
information if someone calls, texts, or emails.   -CDC

COVID-19 vaccines are free

By Geri Corey 

 Scott Wohl comes to being mayor of the 
Village of Goshen with formal education in 
political science as well as the experience of 
having done it before. He recalled those ven-
tures on a recent day.  

Born in Monticello, NY, Wohl moved to 
Goshen during middle school and graduated 
from Goshen High School in 1990. 

 “I haven’t left since then,” he said, al-
though he studied political science and 
urban planning at SUNY Albany.  

But he took a break from SUNY in 1993 to 
work with his mother in her real estate ap-
praisal business. His flexible hours allowed 
him to get involved with local politics, be-
ginning with sitting on both the Town of 
Goshen Planning Board and the Joint Rec-
reation Commission.  

He was elected trustee to the Village Board 
in 1997, and then, in 2003, became mayor, 
serving until 2007.  

“It was such a fantastic feeling,” said 
Wohl. “I thought this was the greatest thing 
that ever that happened to me.” 

While mayor, he went back to college to 
finish his degree. 

“It wasn’t easy; there were no online 
classes. I had to drive to Albany twice a week. 
But it certainly was worth it,” he said. He 
earned his degree in 2016.  

Serving as mayor for the first time was 
“challenging,” said Wohl, but he felt much 
was accomplished, including laying ground-
work for sewage treatment plant construc-
tion.  

“It was an unbelievably huge expense and 
undertaking being responsible for the over-
sight and construction of the plant. A tre-
mendously hard undertaking,” he said. “It’s 
not glamorous, but it’s functional. The focus 
for us now is water quality.” 

Wohl noted that the village is still dealing 
with issues from his first term, like working 
with the Town of Goshen to remove a school 
building “loaded with asbestos and lead.” 

“I’m thrilled to see this project going for-
ward,” he said, pointing out that the Town of 
Goshen is now working on bids, intending to 
remove the structure by spring. He also 
credited Legoland with generating more 
revenue than expected. 

“They pay their water bill quarterly, like 
everyone else. With such a great revenue 
source, the result will be better water for 
residents at no additional cost,” he said, not-
ing that he hasn’t seen any increase in crime 
or accidents since Legoland opened.  

According to Wohl, the Joint Recreation 

Commission hasn’t changed much since 
1997, and he’d like to see the parks add ameni-
ties. The Erie Street Park could have rest 
rooms and the popular skateboard park could 
be brought back.  

A part-time code enforcement officer, Ed 
Gibbs, will be starting soon. 

“It’s important how the Village appears to 
people. A great looking village sends a mes-
sage, and a code enforcement officer attends 
to quality of life issues on a day-to-day basis, 
like addressing those with homes in disre-
pair or leaving garbage out on the street,” 
said Wohl. 

Of the newly elected Town of Goshen Su-
pervisor Joe Betro, Wohl said, “He seems fo-
cused and highly collaborative. It’s time to 
see where the Town and Village can work to-
gether. Shared space will bring about savings 
and convenience for everyone.  

 Wohl is aware that the opioid epidemic 
has hit close to home, and Goshen’s local 
schools have been impacted. 

“We’d like to work with the schools to see 
what we can do to try to stem the impact,” he 
said. 

The Village already provides school re-
source officers for security in each of the 
schools, and Wohl says that District Super-
intendent Kurtis Kotes is willing to team up 
to tackle the issue. 

“This is an issue too big for village, town 
and school district to handle alone. Maybe if 
we work together, we might have an impact,” 
Wohl said. 

The Goshen Village Board has quality-of-
life issues on its agenda to address, said 
Wohl, “But not to be forgotten is maintain-
ing the character and historical integrity of 
the downtown. This is essential. It’s why 
Hallmark came here--it’s cute, but it’s still 
viable for businesses to survive.” 

To maintain the historic integrity of the 
village with new growth, Wohl wants to see 
updating of the village building code and 
zoning ordinances, clearly written and easy 
to understand. 

Wohl’s goals: Better  
water, quaint streets and 
school drugs addressed
GOSHEN. As mayor again, he says, the 
abandoned school, with its toxic 
materials, needs to go. School drug 
issues need collaborative measures. 
Building codes need updating. Parks 
need new amenities.

Village of Goshen Mayor Scott Wohl
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Excellence Awards
details. A really lovely piece. Sister 
Margaret’s obit made clear the 
difference she had made in her 
community — it was less about 
personality and more about accom-
plishment — but told with quotes 
from those she worked with. Really 
nice work! 

EDiTORiAlS
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
EAST AuRORA ADvERTiSER,
EAST AuRORA
Three very strong editorials. Each 
editorial takes a firm stance. Lede 
sentences are to the point. Great 
job advising and educating your 
readers on some very important 
topics.

SECOND PlACE
RivERHEADlOCAl.COm,
RivERHEAD
Three strong editorials. Strong 
stance on each editorial. All three 
educate readers about some very 
important issues. Great job!

THiRD PlACE
THE DAilY mAil, CATSkill

Raymond Pignone
Whipped into a frenzy. Clever and 
well-written editorial

HONORABlE mENTiON
lAkE PlACiD NEWS, lAkE PlACiD

Andy Flynn
LEAF editorial very informative, 
Juneteenth recognition, appoint-
ment. All three editorials take a 
firm stance, 
educate readers. Way to go!

EDiTORiAlS
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE ExAmiNER, mOuNT kiSCO

Adam Stone
This piece did exactly what jour-
nalism/editorials are meant to 
do -- expose problems and posit 
solutions to 
those problems. We as journalists 
can’t always change the world but 
we can draw attention to issues for 
the world to view. I also appreciated 
that the author made the choice to 
commit to a rewrite, a rare choice, 
in light of listening to a community 
member. 

SECOND PlACE
BROOkHAvEN mESSENGER,
BROOkHAvEN
I appreciated this piece as it took a 
close look at mental health for men 
-- a virtually non-existent aspect of 
modern life. 

THiRD PlACE
THE SmiTHTOWN NEWS,
SmiTHTOWN

David Ambro
Good reason to oppose Stony Brook 
Harbor docks -- I love that this edi-
torial took on the small-town aspect 
of opinion and ran with the content. 
It’s obvious that many in the com-
munity care about the waterway 
and the author is one of them. 

EDiTORiAl CARTOON

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Jeff Boyer
Timely. Clear message. The “man on 
the street” poll is especially effec-
tive and thought-provoking. 

SECOND PlACE

THE SOuTHAmPTON 
PRESS-WESTERN EDiTiON
Westhampton Beach
Peter Waldner
Clear messaging. Food for thought 
with the single question asked. Well 
done.

THiRD PlACE
SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER,
SHElTER iSlAND

Peter Waldner
The point of this is clear ... and spot 
on, considering what the public 
sees and hears about the former 
first family. Like a classic yard sale, 
there’s something for everyone. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
PORT TimES-RECORD,
PORT JEFFERSON

Kyle Horne
I like the local angle this takes, even 
though it could be a cartoon drawn 
for any place in the country, follow-
ing redistricting. 

BEST FREEDOm OF 
iNFORmATiON AWARD

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY
This series was clearly the best 
entry in this category. A joint 
effort that both exposed the issue 
of student restraints, control and 
other methods of detainment as 
well as the total lack of, or discom-
bobulated patchwork of, statistical 
reporting by school districts, police 
departments and state and federal 
agencies in regard to something 
critically important: the welfare, 
health and wellbeing of children in 
schools. This group of people - 
students/minors who are often dis-
abled, facing mental health issues 
or other developmental conditions 
- are whom journalist’s work should 
aim to protect. This does a good 
job of also looking at the impact on 
those entrusted with the education 
and care and safety of those kids, 
and how the issue affects them. I 
liked the depth, breadth and wealth 
of information, sources and facts 
assembled by this reporting team 
over a long period of time. The 
articles, while long, were readable 
and also sad on many levels. I can 
envision this series effecting 
change, which is why I put it No. 1 
in this year’s category. 
 

SECOND PlACE
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Becca Tucker
This entry to did not win first  be-
cause these articles had too much 
opinion and bias in favor of the 
“books included” or kept crowd/
side of story. There are clear por-
tions of the articles in which the 
reporter takes a clear bias/opin-
ionated stance in favor of one side 
(retaining books) and she also uses 
wording, phrases interspersed 

BEST COlumN
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
lAkE PlACiD NEWS, lAkE PlACiD

Andy Flynn
Impressive amount of courage to 
take all this on and write so hon-
estly about it. Frank, honest and no 
punches 
pulled.

SECOND PlACE
SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER,
SHElTER iSlAND

Ambrose Clancy
Intriguing topics and subjects. Nice 
mix of narrative and just the right 
quotes.

THiRD PlACE
THE RivER REPORTER,
NARROWSBuRG

Hunter Hill
Fun stuff. Nice choice of unusual 
topics and just the right details.

BEST COlumN
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET

Daniel Dunaief
Imaginative and compelling. Fun 
storytelling that makes for an easy 
read.

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Brian PJ Cronin
Fun stuff. Great storytelling and 
just enough details to make it a 
learning experience without becom-
ing a crash 
course.

THiRD PlACE
THE ExAmiNER, mOuNT kiSCO

Adam Stone
A long but rewarding read.

BEST COlumN

DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Casey Seiler
Clear and concise op-eds that 
are clearly the conscience of the 
community without coming off as a 
sermon. Press on. 

SECOND PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Andrew Waite
Nice touches throughout. Good 
balance in bringing the reader along 
in your life and having them look 
beyond it. 

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Carlos Sandoval
Provocative and full force. Nice 
work. 

BEST NEWS OR 
FEATuRE SERiES
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
PRESS-REPuBliCAN, PlATTSBuRGH

Carly Newton
Phenomenal coverage of an issue 
affecting a community. The series 
was comprehensive, balanced and 
consistent. Residents no doubt 
appreciated having their story told 
as it unfolded. 

SECOND PlACE
quEENS COuRiER, BAYSiDE

Julia Moro and Bill Parry
Excellent job covering the issue 
of a megadevelopment, providing 
thorough information throughout 
while giving voice to the complexity 
of the proposal and its potential 
consequences. Bravo!

THiRD PlACE
THE YORkTOWN NEWS, YORkTOWN

Sophia Caselnova
Steady coverage of the Par 3 fiasco 
made for a fascinating read. The 
newspaper deserves applause for 
its thorough coverage of city affairs 
and the impacts of municipal deci-
sions on the residents of an area. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
PORT TimES-RECORD,
PORT JEFFERSON

Raymond Janis

BEST OBiTuARiES

FiRST PlACE
FiRE iSlAND NEWS, BAY SHORE

Joey Macellaro, Robert Levine, 
Nicole Cardone, Hannah Flynn, 
Samantha Salerno and 
Shoshanna McCollum
We should all be so lucky to have 
an obit section like this. It shouts 
community and caring and honor 
for the lives of all who have died. 
It says “This person was import-
ant to our community.” Each is a 
gem, capturing the specialness, the 
uniqueness of each person. They 
don’t need to be long. They tell the 
story of the person so well because 
each detail, anecdote and quote is 
purposeful, meaningful and per-
sonal. So lovely. So honorable. A 
privilege to read them.

SECOND PlACE
GlEN COvE HERAlD, GlEN COvE

Laura Lane
Wonderful ledes take a reader 
straight into the stories of these 
two people’s lives. The quotes and 
anecdotes capture their essence, 
leaving the reader feeling a sense of 
who they were. There’s warmth and 
spirit in these stories. And besides 
being a record of their lives, they 
tell the spirit of the community 
around them. Great work!

THiRD PlACE
THE NEWS-REviEW, RivERHEAD

Melissa Azofeifa, Viola Flowers 
and Tim Gannon
The obit on Angelo Stavropoulos 
was especially touching: His ener-
getic and giving personality — and 
impact on the community — were 
so evident in the anecdotes and 
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Best Small Space Ad, 2022

FiRST PlACE

DiviSiON 1
FlORA CANNON

THE SuFFOlk TimES
The judges said: “The color blocking provides great balance and 
flow throughout the ad. Easy to read and the message fills the 
white space well. Great work!”

FiRST PlACE

DiviSiON 2
BRiAN miTCHEll

WATERTOWN 
DAilY TimES
The judges said: “Edgy art-
work is fun and appropriate 
for the intended audience. 
Great use of complementary 
colors throughout! The head-
ing is clever and the ad
 captures your attention right 
away!”

THiRD PlACE 
DiviSiON 1

TABiTHA PEARSON 
mARSHAll &

liSA kAiN

mAHOPAC NEWS
The judges said: “The 
layout of the images is 
creative and well-bal-

anced. I love the 
tagline; it is creative 
and appropriate for 

the audience of gradu-
ates.”

202 W 2nd St. Oswego, NY 13126,  • (315) 216-4849
Tues-Fri 10-6pm, Sat 10-4pm, Sun & Mon Closed

BIKES • SKATEBOARDS • SCOOTERS  
APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

H MAINTENANCE ON BIKES AND BOARDS AVAILABLE H

FIND OUR TABLE AT THE 
SKATE PARK OPENING 
to get more info about our 
shop and check out all we 

have to offer! 

10  December 9, 2022  The Highlands Current Support our nonprofit. Become a member!

A R O U N D  T O W N

MAKING THE ROUNDS — Santa paid a visit to the Highlands this past weekend as he prepares for the holiday. Clockwise, from left: (1) On the evening of Dec. 4, he made an 
appearance at the Cold Spring waterfront with Mrs. Claus, accompanied by members of the Cold Spring Fire Co.; (2) on Dec. 3, he was at Boscobel in Garrison, although he had to 
move inside because of the rain; and (3) on the morning of Dec. 4, he was at the Happy Valley Arcade in Beacon to pose with pets to benefit the Animal Rescue Foundation, which 
has seven dogs and 18 cats waiting for adoption. For more photos, see highlandscurrent.org. Photos by Michael Turton (1) and Ross Corsair (2-3)

Vivaldi’s 
Gloria

Special Holiday Concert Service
December 11 at 11:00 AM

216 Main Street
(Cold Spring/South Highland  
United Methodist Church)

M U S I C  .  W O R S H I P  .  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  .  C O F F E E  H O U R

AT HIGHL ANDS CHAPEL

Highlands 
Choral Society

Join us for  
the Holidays!
DECEMBER 11 AT 11:00 AM 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT SERVICE  
FEATURING VIVALDI’S GLORIA

DECEMBER 18 AT 11:00 AM 
LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE

DECEMBER 24 AT 5:00 PM
JOINT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WITH 
COLD SPRING/SOUTH HIGHLAND 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

DECEMBER 25 AT 11:00 AM
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE

SEAFOOD AND SPECIALTY FOODS 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY TABLE
Fresh Fish and Shellfish (Certified Sustainable)

Seafood Platters • Caviar • Shrimp Cocktail
Smoked Fish • Shucked Oysters • Cocktail Crab Cakes

Sushi Platters • Gourmet Specialties • Gift Boxes

coldspringfish.com • 845-499-8696
3182 Route 9, Cold Spring

SECOND PlACE 
DiviSiON 1

PiERCE STRuDlER

THE HiGHlANDS 
CuRRENT

The judges said: 
“Great use of color to 
complement the logo 

and image. The simple, 
modern font provides 
sophisticated simplic-

ity.”

845.628.2233
2 Mahopac Plaza, Route 6N, Mahopac

Serving Breakfast & Lunch • WiFi Available

Congratulations to Mahopac High School 
Class of 2022!

“Bread for Success”

SECOND PlACE 
DiviSiON 2
mATT SOuRWiNE, 
kAREN SHERWOOD

THE POST-STANDARD
The judges said: “Beautiful 
colors make this ad stand 
out. The clean layout makes 
it eye-catching and easy to 
understand the who, what, 
where, and when. Great ad!”

THiRD PlACE

DiviSiON 2
HOllY SCHiFERlE, 
mEliSSA ROTHmAN

THE AmHERST BEE
The judges said: “Great use of 
geometric shapes and colors 
to showcase the products 
while complementing the logo. 
This ad really catches the 
eye!”

GET ADVANCE SALE TICKETS AND SAVE $3    [  CNYParadeofHomes.com  ]

new homes
stroll through

at Old Town Estates

VISIT HBRCNY.COM

OLD TOWN ESTATES

Experience luxury homes from these exceptional local builders.

OCTOBER 13-23
ONONDAGA HILL

Miranda@mmgranitellc.com, Sales Manager  v  
Breanna@mmgranitellc.com, Sales Representative

v Granite  
v Marble  

v Quartz v Soapstone  
v Custom Tile  
v Countertops  
v Backsplashes  

v Flooring  
v Full Bathroom  

& Kitchen Remodels

Come check out  
our new location at  

6020 Dunnigan Road, 
Lockport

HOURS:  
Monday –Friday 9am–5pm; 

Sat. and after hours by appt.

585-283-4220
www.m-mgranite.com
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THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Michael Turton, Leonard Sparks, 
Brian Cronin and Alison Rooney
Excellent writing. This covers so 
many diverse groups. Especially 
liked the timeline of Black leaders. 
The Q&A format also works well for 
the Then and Now segment. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
OuR TOWN EAST SiDE, NEW YORk

Karen Camela Watson, Abigail 
Gruskin and Molly Colgan
The more I thought about this 
group of articles, the more I re-
alized the appeal: “Average Joes 
(everyman) being good at what they 
do.” The diversity is in the jobs/
fields they represent. 

FEATuRE PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
SuFFOlk COuNTY NEWS, SAYvillE

Ryan Sweezey
These photos jumped right off my 
screen. Incredible composition, 
lighting and cropping. Could’ve eas-
ily been a sweep in the category if 
each were judged individually, but 
as a whole, best of the best in this 
year’s division. 

SECOND PlACE
EAST mEADOW HERAlD, 
EAST mEADOW

Tim Baker
Loved this photo. Just perfect 
composition, great lighting and the 
man’s face tells a story all itself. 
Raw emotion. 

THiRD PlACE
SAG HARBOR ExPRESS,
SAG HARBOR

Michael Heller
Great photo that tells a story all by 
itself. It’s interesting, and the light-
ing and composition are solid. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
liviNGSTON COuNTY NEWS,
GENESEO

Ben Beagle
Very solid photo shot from an inter-
esting angle. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
EAST AuRORA ADvERTiSER,
EAST AuRORA

Marty Wangelin
Great lighting and a great snap that 
captures a candid moment ... with a 
lot going on in the background. 

FEATuRE PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Ron Esposito
Who among us has not shot dozens 
of high school graduations? This 
is the best I’ve seen. From the the 
grad leaping from the stage to the 
reaction of the girl in the back-
ground, this is a perfect example 
of capturing the decisive moment. 
Well done! 

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,

WESTERN EDiTiON

WESTHAmPTON BEACH

Ron Esposito
Great timing of the moment. Lots of 
emotion 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE REPORTER, WAlTON

Benjamin Patton

SPORTS ACTiON PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Jeremy Garretson
Excellent photo using backlit star-
burst, nice use of fill light into the 
skater’s face, the sky is dynamic, 
and is well framed

SECOND PlACE
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE

Jim MacLean
Awesome action photo. Great 
moment of impact. Looks slightly 
overexposed

THiRD PlACE

THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS

EAST HAmPTON

Ron Esposito
Not sure which photo is the submis-
sion, but the first image with the 
yellow helmet is quite good. Well 
framed, full of action

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Mark Gutman
Good action. Love the hat flying off 
and the way the rider’s legs match 
the horse’s.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Ron Esposito
Nice action photo with solid layers.

SPORTS ACTiON PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
THE SmiTHTOWN NEWS, 
SmiTHTOWN

Peggy Gallery
Humorous expression

SECOND PlACE

AmNEWYORk mETRO, 
NEW YORk

Dean Moses
Not sure which photo is the submis-
sion, but the first image of celebrat-
ing after crossing the finish line is 
very strong

THiRD PlACE
THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER,
NORTHPORT

Todd Falasco
Good variety of wrestling photos

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER,
NORTHPORT

Todd Falasco
The finest sports action

PHiliPSTOWN

Leonard Sparks
Sometimes what seems like the 
simplest photo unpacks into a 
grand narrative — in this case a 
story of love, of struggle, of adver-
sity overcome through strength of a 
bond.  Without reading a word, the 
viewer is drawn into the emotional 
story that resulted in this tender 
moment.

THiRD PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

David Benthal
The story lives and breathes in the 
faces of this young family, espe-
cially the look of uncertainty in the 
father’s 
eyes. There is a universality to this 
image. It evokes the 1930s dust 
bowl images by Dorothea Lange and 
the WPA.

HONORABlE mENTiON
SullivAN COuNTY DEmOCRAT,-
CAlliCOON

Matt Shortall 
I tried to judge the photos based 
simply on their own storytelling 
merits, but in a category so rich 
with great images, it was the story 
of community loss behind these 
photos which took this entry over 
the top.

FEATuRE PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Jim Franco
One of the coolest portraits I’ve 
seen.

SECOND PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Christopher Lenney
A great “you had to be there” mo-
ment. This is crazy!

THiRD PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Christopher Lenney
Love this!

HONORABlE mENTiON
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Christopher Lenney
Adorable!

SPORTS ACTiON PHOTO(S)
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
WESTERN EDiTiON, 
WESTHAmPTON BEACH

Ron Esposito
Great intensity in the faces. Inter-
esting lighting. Not sure which im-
age is the submission. But the lower 
left photo of the sack is great

SECOND PlACE
THE REPORTER, WAlTON

Benjamin Patton
Great action photo. Glad we can see 
the faces of both the ball carrier 
and defender. Would have liked a 
tighter crop

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-

through the article that portray the 
anti-book group/figures in a poor 
light. Good use of records. This 
reporting clearly opens the door 
to a giant auditorium of the inner 
workings of school districts, librar-
ies which are dealing with the con-
tested book effort. If you removed 
the clear bias from the reporting, it 
would be a First Place. Nice work on 
this tough topic.

THiRD PlACE
RivERHEADlOCAl.COm,
RivERHEAD
This entry was unique compared to 
others in this grouping because it 
was solely editorial/op-ed entries 
and no actual “articles.” I liked the 
mixture of factual reporting with 
editorial stance taken on a range 
of critical freedom of informa-
tion issues with this community’s 
government. There are factual/inci-
dent explanations of why the paper 
has made these editorial/opinion 
stances/statements which are 
eloquently and succinctly weaved 
into each editorial. It is critical for 
newspapers to speak out on such 
transgressions, especially when the 
lack of transparency or merely fol-
lowing state laws, regulations and 
protocols on government activities 
are not being followed. Nice work, 
way to keep the pressure on local 
officials in a factual and profession-
al manner that serves the public.

HONORABlE mENTiON
GREAT NECk NEWS, GREAT NECk

Robert Pelaez 
There is a lot of great information 
in these pieces, info that is import-
ant to hold government entities 
accountable to residents: agenda 
posting or lack of, budget available 
for review or not, crime stats. Only 
a part of this entry actually dealt 
with the staff/reporter making pub-
lic records requests/FOIA request. 
Kudos for doing that. One content 
note: some stories had no direct 
quote comments from anyone 
and relied solely on stats. Need to 
get some people/sources voices 
into these articles to give them 
some life. A stat-heavy article may 
shed good light on a topic, but all 
journalists need to get real people/
sources into these articles or ex-
plain in the body that they 
tried and nobody replied. 

BEST DiSTiNGuiSHED

COvERAGE OF DivERSiTY

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY
Shayla Colon
Excellent series that shows the 
intersection of economic diversity 
and cultural diversity. Well written. 
Well researched. Clear, concise writ-
ing. Good job!

SECOND PlACE
BRONx TimES REPORTER AND 
BRONx TimES, BRONx

Robbie Sequeira
I learned a lot while reading this 
group of articles. Writing is sound. 
Unique articles - especially like the 
piece about the Garifuna. Well done!
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Innovative Ad Project, 2022

FiRST PlACE

ADiRONDACk DAilY ENTERPRiSE
The judges said: “Not a new idea but still a good 
one - love the execution with colored pencils. 
Eye-catching, appealing, fun.”

THiRD PlACE

THE REGiSTER-STAR
The judges said: “Love the look and pop of 
this cancer-awareness ad.”

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE SPOTliGHT, DElmAR 
The judges said: “Love highlighting all the graduates.”

ANTON MEDIA GROUP  •  MAY 25 - 31, 2022 11AFULL RUN

OF THE MONTH
ATHLETE SPORTSSPONSORED BY ORLIN & COHEN

Matt Sarni

(Photos courtesy of Levittown 

School District)

Athlete of the Month—Matt Sarni

BY JAMES ROWAN
nassauobserver@antonmediagroup.com

Matt Sarni faced an uncertain future. 
The three-sport MacArthur High School 
athlete underwent Tommy John surgery 
heading into his junior year of high 
school. It would be easy for doubt to 
creep into the mind of a young athlete 
after such an extensive surgery.

But Sarni never doubted himself, he 
simply plotted his comeback. He focused 
on his recovery and dedicated himself to 

fully returning to athletics. His trium-
phant return has earned Sarni Anton  
Media Group’s Athlete of the Month.

“I was extremely determined to 
comeback because I feel the most like 
myself when I pitch,” Sarni said. “Being 
away from pitching for 
almost 600 days made 
me realize how much 
I love it. This drove me 
to work hard everyday 
toward a comeback.”

This year, Sarni was 
an impact player on 
MacArthur’s football, basketball 
and baseball teams. He also main-
tained a 100.76 weighted average in 
the class room.

“Matt is a high-quality person who 
has the respect of his teammates and 
the entire coaching staff,” MacArthur 
baseball coach Steve Costello said. 

Sarni also made up his own 
rehab rules. To secure a spot 
on the football team, Sarni 
taught himself how 
to be a field goal 
kicker. When 
he was 

finally able to throw a baseball again, and 
if no one was available to catch with him, 
he took a bucket of baseballs up to the 
MacArthur field and threw into a fence. 
To work on his mechanics, he would 
stand in front of a mirror and replicate 

his wind-up.
On the gridiron, Sarni 

was automatic as a field 
goal kicker. He also made a 

game-saving tackle on a 
kick-off return by 

Mepham during 
a playoff game 

at Hofstra. In 
addition to 
football, 
Sarni was an 

All-Conference basketball 
player and was named 

Player of the Year 
by the Levittown 

Tribune.
But baseball 

has always 
been where 
Sarni has 

excelled 
most. 

A member of the varsity team since his 
freshman year, Sarni did not pitch his 
junior season but contributed enough 
to the team as a second baseman to 
be named All Conference and help 
the Generals reach the Nassau County 
semifinals.

Sarni’s stat line as a senior is impres-
sive. While playing shortstop, Matt is bat-
ting .377 with a .507 on-base percentage. 
He has struck out just twice in 67 plate 
appearances. He has 16 RBIs and 25 runs 
scored while going a perfect 10-for-10 in 
stolen bases.

On the mound, the senior right-
hander is 4-1. In 28 innings pitched, he 
has a 2.00 ERA with 36 strikeouts and just 
four walks. He’s allowed one hit or fewer 
in five of his six starts. He has zero errors 
as a pitcher and shortstop.

But Sarni’s focus is always on the team.
“My current and former teammates 

have very high standards and expecta-
tions,” said Sarni, who will play baseball 
at New Paltz next year. “These coaches 
have helped me to become the person I 
am today both on and off the field.”

—James Rowan is an Anton Media 
Group contributor.
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Congratulations,  
Matt Sarni, you’re  
a top student-athlete!

Long Island’s premier orthopedic group, we provide sideline team 
physician coverage and athletic training services to more than 20 high 
school sports programs – and offer a Walk-in Sunday Sports Medicine 
and Recovery Clinic for young athletes.

Orlin & Cohen is proud to support our community’s best high  
school athletes, just as we support all athletes’ orthopedic needs.

Visit our Sunday Sports  
Medicine and Recovery Clinic 
3480 Veterans Memorial Highway, Bohemia 

516.536.2800
orlincohen.com
Locations across Nassau and Suffolk

OC954_MattSarni_Athlete_Month_10x5.5.indd   1OC954_MattSarni_Athlete_Month_10x5.5.indd   1 5/17/22   4:13 PM5/17/22   4:13 PM
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SECOND PlACE

PORT WASHiNGTON NEWS
The judges said: “Love the athlete of the month way to 
highlight a student.”

&

SPECIALSPECIAL
PINK ISSUEPINK ISSUE

JOIN THE ’S

When?

Why?

A Special PINK edition of the Register-Star and The Daily Mail
will be published on Tuesday, Oct. 4.

Breast Cancer has touched virtually everyone in every community. Each October, people all over 
the world show their support in the annual campaign to raise money to increase awareness, 

and for research, prevention, diagnosis, treatment and a cure for breast cancer. 

Columbia-Greene Media will be donating a portion of the proceeds from this special section to 
Columbia Memorial Health Foundation to show our community support for its NEW Center for 

Breast Health. The new Breast Center offers 3D diagnostic testing made possible by local donors. 

Ad Deadline: Sept. 29, 2022

Call Patricia Bulich at 315-661-2413 to reserve your spot
or email pmckenna@registerstar.com

$18 per column inch - Add color for 15% more
Columbia-Greene Media will be donating a portion of the 

proceeds to the Center for Breast Health at Columbia Memorial.

   RECOGNIZING BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

June 15 - June 21, 2022 | THE SPOTLIGHT 7www.spotlightnews.com 

Crossroads Ford

Congratulations  
to the graduating

11
77
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Teaching Assistants to work various hours in District.  Position is a 
for 10-months starting salary is per the unit contract - $16.75 an hour.  
Must have a New York State Teaching Assistant Certification. TCI Training 
preferred.

Teacher Aides/Building Aides attending to the physical needs of 
children; assisting with student personal care and hygiene as needed, 
and supervising students and performing such other services as 
support teaching duties when such services are determined and 
supervised by a teacher. Work non-teaching duties as managing 
records, materials and equipment. May also include breakfast, 
cafeteria/recess duties, bus dismissal, office duties.  Position is for 
10-months. Starting salary is per the unit contract - $14.00 an hour.

School Bus Drivers  Possession of a valid New York State CDL Class 
B license with a passenger and school bus endorsement is preferred 
but not required. (Paid training will be provided to qualified applicants 
who do not possess a CDL – Training rate is $16.50).  Position is for 
10-months with a starting rate of $19/hr. Excellent benefits package.

Substitutes in the following positions - Custodial Workers, Teaching 
Assistants, Building Aides, Bus Drivers, and Clerical - competitive wage – 
continuous recruitment.

Interested candidates,  
please send your resume  
and certification to:
Sue Starr at RCSCSD,  
P.O. Box 100,  
Ravena, NY 12143  
or email at: sstarr@rcscsd.org  

117762_4

The Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk  
Central School District has 

immediate openings:

CLASS OF 2022
Ravena-Coeymans-selkiRk

HigH sCHool

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS of 2022! 
We are incredibly proud of you  

and all of your hard work. Best wishes to all  
of you on your bright and prosperous futures! 

Love, teachers, staff, and the entire  
RCS Central School District!
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Excellence Awards
BEST SPECiAl

SECTiON COvER
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
NASSAu HERAlD, lAWRENCE

Jeffrey Negrin
Beautiful light, photography, simple 
colors and great fonts, just clean and 
crisp.

SECOND PlACE
OuR TOWN EAST SiDE, NEW YORk

Christina Scotti
Great use of photo and graphics. 
Impactful. NICE!

THiRD PlACE
SullivAN COuNTY DEmOCRAT,
CAlliCOON

Rosalie Mycka
Good composition, fun photo

SPECiAl SECTiONS/NiCHE 
PuBliCATiONS-NEWSPRiNT
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE

Todd Sliss, Ann Marie Rezen and 
staff
Front page photo depicts fragility of 
the topic: advocating and presenting 
an upbeat, hopeful content follow-
ing the pandemic. Interior provides 
excellent resources for parents and 
students.

SECOND PlACE
THE RivER REPORTER, 
NARROWSBuRG

Annemarie Schuetz,
Amanda Reed
Excellent layout and photography; 
good balance of ads and articles. 
Informative, giving the reader an 
interesting overview of the area. 

THiRD PlACE
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET
Love the entire fall theme, from festi-
vals, farms - to seasonal soup and pie 
recipes. Creative use of color, layout 
is very readable. 

SPECiAl SECTiONS/NiCHE 
PuBliCATiONS-NEWSPRiNT
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY
Layout is superior. Excellent use 
of photography to describe local 
owners/chefs. Excellent food photog-
raphy. Unique and effective design in 
use of articles vs ad space

SECOND PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS
The Front Page! Artistic, and excellent 
representation of the art within. Sim-
ilar design used throughout the in-
terior was also effective and artistic. 
Great historical and cultural aspects 
of the community highlighted. 

THiRD PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE
MJ Kravec, Sean McKeown-Young, 
JoAnne Coughlin Walsh and J. Queri
Great organization, and unique use of 
layout and design. A very user-friend-
ly quide. 

THiRD PlACE
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Mark Gutman
Intense blaze - powerful moment - 
right-sized image.  

HONORABlE mENTiON
mAlONE TElEGRAm, mAlONE

Trevor Buchanan

SPOT NEWS PHOTOS
DivisioN 3

FiRST PlACE
THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER, 
NORTHPORT

Martin Stone
Amazing capture of two large ea-
gles in a battle. Rarely we see them 
up close. Especially with a camera. 
Very clean background and perfect-
ly composed action that deserves a 
spot in spot news. 

SECOND PlACE
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk

Dean Moses
Up close and personal with the 
victim of an accident being loaded 
onto the ambulance. Another great 
access. 

THiRD PlACE

THE JOuRNAl NEWS

WHiTE PlAiNS

Frank Becerra Jr.
Unique capture of the firefighter 
diving head first into danger. 

HONORABlE mENTiON

AmNEWYORk mETRO
New York
Dean Moses

GRAPHiC illuSTRATiON

FiRST PlACE
AmHERST BEE, WilliAmSvillE

Dennise Little
Wonderful use of graphics and 
white space to enhance the article.

SECOND PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Alex Law and Andrew Horton
Very cleanly done.

THiRD PlACE
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Christina Scotti
Very effective use of color and 
shape.

BEST SPECiAl 
SECTiON COvER
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
SAG HARBOR ExPRESS,
SAG HARBOR

Bryan Boyhan and Lori Hawkins
This was by far the best cover in the 
entire bunch, sleek and modern.

SECOND PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

Bryan Boyhan and Chris Paparo
An easy 2nd choice pick for the 
clean look and beautiful photo.

THiRD PlACE
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET
Caught my eye.  Great use of photo-
graph.  Well done.

PiCTuRE STORY
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Dana Shaw and Lori Hawkins
Good variety of photos. Clear, good 
composition and lots of expression.

SECOND PlACE
THE TimES OF SmiTHTOWN 
TOWNSHiP, SmiTHTOWN

Steven Zaitz
Good variety of parade photos. 
Clear photos, good composition 
and lots of expression!

THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Valerie Shively
Good variety of photos, use of 
composition and depth of field 
techniques. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
mAHOPAC NEWS, mAHOPAC

Tabitha Pearson Marshall
Good job capturing photos of the 
vigil participants. Wish the photos 
had been published a bit larger 
so we could see more expression/
detail.

PiCTuRE STORY
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
SullivAN COuNTY DEmOCRAT,
CAlliCOON

Jeanne Sager
Gotta love a tractor parade! Clear 
photos capturing a lot of expres-
sion. I feel like I attended, myself.

SECOND PlACE
COlONiE SPOTliGHT, COlONiE

Jim Franco
Cool photos! We don’t get to see 
much macro photography in news-
papers. Good quality.

THiRD PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS

Michael Shain
Colorful, expressive photos. Good 
job!

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SmiTHTOWN NEWS,
SmiTHTOWN

Anthony Lifrieri
Good job capturing a hometown 
celebration.

SPOT NEWS PHOTOS
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE DAilY NEWS, BATAviA

Mark Gutman
The photographer was able to arrive 
and document firefighters in action, 
especially with the flames hot. 

SECOND PlACE
THE ROCkAWAY TimES, 
ROCkAWAY

Tim Moriarty
Wow! How often do we see a 
beached whale with people attempt-
ing to save it. 

SPORTS FEATuRE PHOTO(S)
FiRST PlACE
THE REPORTER, WAlTON

Benjamin Patton
Despite the mayhem and the 
destruction, there is still respect 
and spirit among the competitors, 
as the photographer successfully 
captured this quick but memorable 
moment of time. 

SECOND PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Christopher Lenney
The image of the empty wheelchair 
and an unattended prosthetic leg 
is a great journalistic composition 
that tells story the unique sport of 
sled hockey. 

THiRD PlACE
EAST mEADOW HERAlD,
EAST mEADOW

Tim Baker
Love the camaraderie and the hand-
work between the two perfectly 
captured by the photographer. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
PRESS-REPuBliCAN, PlATTSBuRGH

Joey LaFranca

ART PHOTO
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
PuTNAm COuNTY

NEWS & RECORDER, COlD SPRiNG

Douglas Cunningham
Very nice shot and excellent use of 
the image on the page.

SECOND PlACE
SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER,
SHElTER iSlAND

Adam Bundy
Nice photo, works really well with 
the masthead.

THiRD PlACE

SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER

SHElTER iSlAND

Eleanor P. Labrozzi
It takes a quick photographer to 
catch a humingbird!

ART PHOTO
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE

THE RivERDAlE PRESS,

RivERDAlE

Hiram Alejandro Duran
Excellent capture of the emotion 
of the artist. Great use of depth of 
focus to center attention on the 
subject.

SECOND PlACE
THE JOuRNAl NEWS,
WHiTE PlAiNS

Frank Becerra Jr.
A classic shot, very well done.

THiRD PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Christopher Lenney
Excellent use of a drone to really 
capture the detail of the scene. 
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Best Art Photo, 2022

FiRST PlACE — DiviSiON 1
DOuGlAS CuNNiNGHAm 
PuTNAm COuNTY NEWS & RECORDER
The judges said: “Very nice shot and excellent use of the image on 
the page.”

FiRST PlACE — DiviSiON 2
HiRAm AlEJANDRO DuRAN

THE RivERDAlE PRESS
“Excellent capture of the emotion of the artist. Great use of depth of focus 
to center attention on the subject.”

THiRD PlACE 
DiviSiON 2
CHRiSTOPHER lENNEY

WATERTOWN DAilY TimES
The judges said: “Excellent use 
of a drone to really capture the 
detail of the scene.”

156 years old but new every Wednesday 
CLVI No.29 pcnr.com Wednesday July 20, 2022 Philipstown & Putnam Valley  $3.00
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BY ERIC GROSS AND DOUGLAS

CUNNINGHAM

In a striking case of road 
rage on the western side of the 
county, police reported last 
week the details of the incident, 
which occurred in the evening 
of June 17. It’s the third notable 
incident of road rage in recent 
weeks across Putnam, and the 
second to involve firearms.

Cold Spring Officer in 
Charge Larry Burke told vil-
lage trustees Wednesday 
evening (July 13) that police 
had received a report of a man 
with a gun who had boxed 
another driver in and tapped 
on the other driver’s window 
while brandishing a firearm. 
This occurred in the parking lot 
between the Haldane athletic 
field and the softball field, on 
Route 9D. An officer responded 
within moments. Subsequently, 
two sheriff’s deputies also 
responded.

Last Thursday, the Sheriff’s 
Department revealed addi-
tional details. The investiga-
tion, with the assistance of 
Cold Spring Police, determined 
that a vehicle being operated 
by an 18-year-old Cold Spring 
woman was southbound on 
Route 9D near the Breakneck 
Tunnel around 6:20 pm when 
she passed a vehicle in front 
of her.

Sheriff Kevin McConville 
said the woman was not able to 
get back into her lane of traf-
fic in time and the driver’s side 
mirror of her vehicle struck the 
driver’s side mirror of a north-
bound auto being operated by a 
52-year-old man from Beacon, 
sending debris into his vehicle 
and striking him in the head.

The second driver immedi-
ately turned his vehicle around 
and followed the woman, 
whereupon both stopped near 
the softball field. McCon-
ville said the man approached 
the 18-year-old’s vehicle and 
knocked on the glass, while 
carrying a pistol in his hand.

The woman called 9-1-1 and 
police rushed to the scene. Fol-
lowing questioning, the uniden-
tified man was charged with 
one felony count of Criminal 
Possession of a Weapon in the 
2nd Degree and one misde-
meanor charge of Menacing. 
He was arraigned in Nelson-
ville Village Court and was 
remanded to the Putnam Cor-
rectional Facility on $10,000 
bail.

Deputies also charged the 
Cold Spring woman for reck-
less driving, moving from a 
lane of traffic unsafely and 
leaving the scene of an acci-
dent. McConville said depu-
ties determined the area where 
the 18-year-old passed the other 
vehicle was a no-passing zone. 
In addition, it’s generally a very 
dangerous stretch of roadway, 
with no shoulders.

Officer-in-charge Burke 
said he fears such incidents 
will increase. “It’s getting very 

heated out there,” he told trus-
tees. “I don’t know why people 
are so fired up.” He said he and 
other village officers had even 
been accosted while perform-
ing traffic stops or other police 
work. “Everybody seems to be 
more agitated.”

In another road rage incident, 
and less than a week after a pair 
of local men were killed when 
struck by a car during a road 
rage incident on Route 84 in 
Kent, another such case of road 
rage, this time with a loaded 
weapon, resulted in the arrest 
of a Massachusetts man on fel-
ony charges. State Police said 
it occurred on July 10 when, 
at 3:30 pm, troopers from the 
Somers barracks received a 
9-1-1 dispatch form the Put-
nam 9-1-1 Dispatch Center in 
Carmel reporting a man men-
acing a motorist with a firearm.

Troop K public Information 
Officer Trooper A.J. Hicks 
said patrols located the sus-
pect’s vehicle just north of the 
Putnam-Westchester line: “Our 
investigation determined that 
Justin D. Blundell, 23, of Lex-
ington, got into a road rage inci-
dent with another operator and 
menaced the victim, who had 
children in his vehicle, with two 
illegally possessed 9mm hand-
guns in addition to an AR-15 
style rifle with a noncompliant 
ammunition feeding device.”

Blundell was charged with 
Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon in the 2nd degree, a 
class C felony; Criminal Pos-
session of a Weapon in the 3rd 
degree, a class D felony, Crim-
inal Possession of a Firearm, 
a class E felony; Menacing in 
the 2nd degree, Possession of 
a Large Capacity Ammuni-
tion feeding Device, and three 
counts of Endangering the 
Welfare of a Child, all class A 
misdemeanors. Blundell was 
arraigned in Southeast Town 
Court and remanded to the Put-
nam Correctional Facility in 
lieu of $5,000 bond pending a 
future court hearing.

Two Arrested 
Following Cold Spring Road Rage Incident 
	���������������������������������������������������

Vandalism at Mayor’s Park
Troubles Trustees, Village Police

BY DOUGLAS CUNNINGHAM

Mayor Kathleen Foley told 
other trustees at last week’s 
meeting (July 13) that trou-
bling vandalism had occurred 
at Mayor’s Park over three 
weekends, resulting in the 
overturning of picnic benches, 
spray-painted graffiti on the 
picnic tables and a broken light. 

Officer-in-charge Larry 
Burke said his officers seek to 
go past Mayor’s Park at least 
one or two times per tour. But 
police are patrolling the entire 
village, and so are often not at 
or near to Mayor’s Park. 

The mayor urged that if any 
residents have information 
about the vandalism, to talk 
with Burke about it. 

“There needs to be account-
ability among our neighbors, 
to our neighbors,” Foley said. 
“You don’t get to destroy com-
munity property and have no 
consequences.”

In other police matters, Burke 
reported 69 calls for service in 
June, with a year-to-date tally 
of 338. Ten moving violations 
were issue, and 73 parking vi-
olations, for a total of 83 and 
YTD total of 287.

In other general village mat-
ters, the board tabled further 
discussion of its flag policy; 
Foley reported it’s awaiting 
additional information from 
village counsel.

Foley noted, with some 
pleasure, that – as trustees had 
hoped – village improvement 
and infrastructure projects are 
occurring with greater speed, 
now that the highway crew no 
longer has to deal with garbage 
collection. Stump grinding and 
sidewalk repair is occurring in 
these areas: NW corner of Par-
rott Street near Pine; west side 
of Garden Street; NW Corner 
of Northern & Church; Depot 
Square; Academy Street. The 
mayor said all stump grinding 
occurred on one day, the sites 
were marked and sidewalk re-
placement is now underway.

In another positive infra-
structure development, the vil-
lage had allowed Metro-North 

contractors to store some equip-
ment at the Highway Garage 
while they work on the Hud-
son Line. In subsequent dis-
cussions between a contractor 
and village Highway staff, the 
contractor had suggestions on 
strategies to repair leaks and 
will assist with some of the la-
bor. Then, a local artist will be 
sought for a piece of artwork 
that might be more resistant to 
graffiti, or at least the damage 
would be less visible if graffiti 
occurs.

Foley also reminded resi-
dents to keep their sidewalks 
clear, in case plants or hedges 
are becoming overgrown.

The village also has been do-
ing work on Fair Street, rough-
ly near Le Bouchon and Pink 
Olive. A sewer line repair was 
being made, but then a water 
leak was discovered that also 
needed repair. A metal plate 
covered the excavation at night.

All in all, Foley thanked 
the “highway team for really 
stepping up and moving work 
forward.”

Fire Chief Jeffrey Phillips Jr. 
reported the department’s fire 
boat is now docked at the Cold 
Spring Boat Club and ready to 
respond. Foley noted that while 
the boat will be important in 
life-safety issues, it does not 
have the law enforcement capa-
bilities on the Hudson that were 
previously in Cold Spring. The 
county Legislature had earlier 
removed funding for that boat 
and related patrols, and the 
boat was returned to the state 
in 2021.

Phillips also noted the de-
partment’s new Pierce engine 
is on-site and being set up and 
equipped; firefighters hope to 
have it in service by the end of 
the month. And the department 
responded to 23 calls in June. 
Two members completed the 
Firefighter 1 class, Will Etta 
and Aaron Leonard, a develop-
ment hailed by trustees. 

Planning Board Chair Jack 
Goldstein reported that the 
board had an active June. An 
application for a new dance and 
exercise studio in the former 

Grey’s Printing site is moving 
apace, he said. He also noted 
that the board’s meeting with 
organizers of the Fjord Trail is 
now set for Aug. 11. A meet-
ing of the Planning and Village 
boards will follow, in Septem-
ber. Goldstein said it was im-
portant to have the meeting 
soon, so as to occur ahead of 
the start of the environmental 
review this fall.

The retaining wall on upper 
Main has been finished; this 
fall, shade trees will be planted 
in the space between the wall 
and the sidewalk.

The Village Board also OK’d 
two family-type events for 
Mayor’s Park, set for July 30 
and Sept. 10 and OK’d a recom-
mendation, initially from the 
Rec Commission and later from 
Burke, that parking spaces for 
them be set aside. Burke had 
recommended 10 such spaces. 
Also on Mayor’ Park, Foley 
noted that Haldane is in the 
midst of a campus/field evalu-
ation with an eye to optimize 
its fields. She said donations 
had been received to ‘skin’ 
part of the grass and replace 
with clay, so that runners will 
have a clear, safe surface on 
which to run. That work will 
be set for this fall to be ready 
for the spring season. The field 
is mainly used by the baseball 
team.

Foley also said the hiring of 
an event coordinator to work 
with the village and the Rec 
Commission had been “so help-
ful” and will aid the village in 
ascertaining the actual cost of 
events at the Park, and wheth-
er the revenue is sufficient to 
justify those costs.

From the Town of Philips-
town, Deputy Supervisor Bob 
Flaherty noted that construction 
on the new Highway Garage 
had substantially progressed, 
with 90 percent of the steel 
work complete. Occupancy is 
set for late September, early 
October. He also urged greater 
participation in the town’s food 
waste recycling program, with 
a goal of 200 families. About 
75 take part now.

SECOND PlACE

DiviSiON 2
FRANk BECERRA JR.
THE JOuRNAl NEWS
The judges said: “A 
classic shot, very well 
done..”

THiRD PlACE 
DiviSiON 1
ElEANOR P. lABROzzi

SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER
The judges said: “It takes a quick 
photographer to catch a humingbird!”
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Nick Morehead 
to be honored by 
Suffolk County
Plans in the works for a memorial
BY JULIE LANE | STAFF WRITER

Say the name Nicholas Morehead to anyone 
on the Island and you’ll likely be greeted with 
a smile and a story or two about how he con-
tributed his time and energy to support various 
activities and causes.

He was only 46 in May 2021 when he suc-
cumbed after a long battle with cancer.

At a memorial service for Mr. Morehead, his 
close friend, Brett Surerus, said, “Nicholas is 
what you hope to achieve in living life as the ex-
ample for others to follow. His calm, even-keel 
demeanor shines like a beacon and is infec-
tious. I’ll be working hard every day, for the rest 
of my life to live up to Nicholas.”

Mr. Morehead’s sister-in-law, Shelli Nico-
let, called him “one of those rare people who 
touched everyone he came in contact with in a 
positive way. He was kind, generous, compas-
sionate, loyal and funny.” 

MOREHEAD  |  PAGE 12

ELEANOR P. LABROZZI PHOTOBusy beauty
This hummingbird, feeding happily in our photographer’s backyard, is a ruby throat, the only kind of its species that nests 
east of the Great Plains, according to the Audubon Field Guide. Staying still while airborne to sip nectar from a flower, the 
hummingbird beats its wings more than 50 times a second, according to the Guide. Despite its small stature, it’s a hardy 
bird, with many migrating from Canada to Costa Rica.  

TOWN  
BOARD

TOWN  HALL  |  PAGE 16

Sharp exchange  
at Town Hall

Attorney and resident debate State act
BY JULIE LANE  | STAFF WRITER

It was during a relatively routine 
public hearing on various ap-
plications at the Sept. 7 Town 
Board meeting when two res-
idents had questions about 
when and how SEQRA, the 
State Environmental Quality 
Review Act for projects or ac-
tivities, comes into play. 

But Town Attorney Stephen Kiely 
said SEQRA is a part of the process 

of investigation of an application 
that includes a public hearing, and if 
there is any question about whether 

a full Environmental Impact 
Statement is necessary, a 
consultant can be brought 
in to inform that determina-
tion.

That brought resident Kim 
Bonstrom into the discus-

sion, which led to the two men tan-
gling with one another over the issue 

Town Board resists draft 
pictures in housing plan

Architect: Islanders should see the ideas
BY JULIE LANE  | STAFF WRITER

Town Board members generally 
rejected a request to include some 
drafts of possible affordable housing 
in the plan being developed by the 
Community Housing Fund Advisory 
Board and Town consultants Nelson 
Pope Voorhis.

The request came from CHFAB 
member Michael Shatken, an archi-
tect, at Tuesday’s Town Board work 
session. Mr. Shatken has produced, 

pro bono, some early drafts of pos-
sible housing structures. But Coun-
cilwoman BJ Ianfolla said there are 
no plans under consideration by the 
Town Board. She and most of the 
Town Board argued to put out the 
drafts as part of the plan would be 
premature, while Mr. Shatken said 
Islanders are asking to see what’s en-
visioned.

Councilman Jim Colligan said he 
thought some drafts could be made 

HOUSING  |  PAGE 16
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Late summer blessing
Menhaden Lane one evening this week.
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Committee chairman 
rebukes Town Board
Councilwoman, town attorney defend positions 
BY JULIE LANE | STAFF WRITER

Members of the Community 
Preservation Fund Advisory Com-
mittee are displeased with what 
they see as a lack of respect and in-
sufficient communication from the 
Town Board.

At the same time, Town Attorney 
Stephen Kiely disagreed with the 
criticism, maintaining efforts have 
been made to improve communi-
cations between the Town Board 
and CPF Advisory Board. Council-
woman Meg Larsen took issue after 
the meeting with statements made 

by CPF Chairman Gordon Gooding.
Mr. Gooding told the Board at its 

Aug. 16 monthly meeting that the 
entire committee should have been 
informed in advance of plans to use 
up to $100,000 of CPF money to pay 
for a consultant to explore and po-
tentially write a plan for transfer of 
development rights, which could 
be used as a tool in developing af-
fordable housing.

In advance of the evening meet-
ing, Mr. Gooding had asked the 
Town Board at its work session to 
take the item naming the consul-

COMMUNICATION  |  PAGE 12

Islander sets world 
record for chin-ups
A family affair, fundraising for a worthy cause 
BY CHARITY ROBEY | FEATURE WRITER

“You are 1% of the way there!”
“On fire!” 
“Lookin’ ripped, woo hoo!” 
“This guy is shredding.”
Those were voices in a Shelter Is-

land living room overlooking West 
Neck Bay on Sunday, Aug. 21, cheer-
ing David Brush, 20, on his way to 
setting a new world record for the 
most chin-ups in 24 hours. When he 
started hoisting himself at noon on 
Saturday in his family’s home, he was 

hoping to beat the record of 5,340 in 
24 hours. By noon the next day, he 
had kept his chin up 6,757 times, and 
raised over $8,000 to fight Parkinson’s 
Disease. 

David, who grew up spending 
summers on Shelter Island, was 
a distance runner at Xavier High 
School when he discovered some-
thing about himself. “I started to real-
ize that I was pretty good at chin-ups 
because I don’t weigh a whole lot,” he 
said. 

CHIN-UPS  |  PAGE 11

SECOND PlACE

DiviSiON 1
ADAm BuNDY

SHElTER iSlAND REPORTER
The judges said: “Nice photo, works really 
well with the masthead.”
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Excellence Awards
ly pick this up, and great cover!

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE RECORD-REviEW, BEDFORD

Kathy Potter, Ann Marie Rezen, 
Francesca Lynch and staff
It’s a really good idea and the inside 
is nice and clean.

HONORABlE mENTiON
lONG iSlAND ADvANCE,
PATCHOGuE

Andrew Ingenito
The cover is really nice and the 
inside pages flow relatively well. 

BEST ADvERTiSiNG

CAmPAiGN

FiRST PlACE
WilliSTON TimES, WilliSTON PARk

Yvonne Farley
Love the look of this ad and it is eye 
catching! 

SECOND PlACE
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Christina Scotti
Great mouth watering ad. 

THiRD PlACE
mAHOPAC NEWS, mAHOPAC

Tabitha Pearson Marshall
Love this ad easy to read

HONORABlE mENTiON
PuTNAm COuNTY

NEWS & RECORDER, COlD SPRiNG

Sheila Smith Cunningham

BEST lARGE SPACE AD
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
lONG iSlAND ADvANCE, 
PATCHOGuE

Andrew Ingenito
Choosing #1 Chops. Originality is 
the key for this ad. The layout is 
eyecatching. The copy is kept to a 
minimum while offering the key 
points. Copy is engaging as is the 
art.

SECOND PlACE
REGiSTER-STAR, HuDSON

Steve LaRowe
The reader is drawn to the ad-
vertisement. It prominently says 
“Adopt me.” Colors are bright. The 
copy is engaging and the visuals are 
great.

THiRD PlACE
mAHOPAC NEWS, mAHOPAC

Tabitha Pearson Marshall and 
Brett Freeman
Key points almost jump off the 
page. Readers will appreciate the 
simplicity of the this ad. 

BEST lARGE SPACE AD
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE CHRONiClE, GOSHEN

Christina Scotti
This ad is absolutely perfect. It has 
all the essential elements and draws 
the reader to the ad. Engaging, en-
gaging, engaging!

SECOND PlACE
AmHERST BEE, WilliAmSvillE

Holly Schiferle, Melissa Rothman
The layout is very nicely done. 
Reader is drawn to the ad with 

interesting, yet keeps it clean and 
easy to read.

BEST 
mulTi-ADvERTiSER PAGES

FiRST PlACE
mERRiCk HERAlD, mERRiCk

Jeffrey Negrin and staff
Great community service to encour-
age businesses to participate in pro-
motion, cute and appealing layout 
of safety tips for all ages, it looks 
like a lot of preplanning and work 
went into this entry. In a category 
that had many great entries, this 
easily stood out as my number one 
choice.This is a nice collection of 
Christmas ads presented in a clean 
and attractive layout

SECOND PlACE
DAN’S PAPERS, BRiDGEHAmPTON

Beth Landmann
Unique and non-traditional group 
advertising. Clean, well-coordinated 
in style and color, and attractive 
layout.

THiRD PlACE
iTHACA TimES, iTHACA
This is “an oldie but a goodie” but it 
is also a fun, informative piece for 
readers, shows pride of business 
ownership, and is a great way to 
build a relationship with new adver-
tisers. I also like that after you get 
the first year of a project like this 
under your belt, it is easy to sell in 
future years to current advertisers 
and add additional advertisers each 
year.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON

BEST mEDiA kiT/SAlES 
COllATERAl

FiRST PlACE
lONG iSlAND PRESS, SYOSSET
Clean.  Love the black and white 
baseline, with planned use of color.  
Not too many images.  Good white 
space.  Built for digital consump-
tion, which is so important.  The 
beginning slides were impactful and 
pulled me in.  I love the map on the 
back page.  No complaints from me.  
You win.

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Pierce Strudler, Michele Gedney
Wow.  That 1st photo is really love-
ly, and you played off it nicely with 
your colors.  Your imagery overall 
was nice.  That page 8 is cool.  You 
conveyed all the information neces-
sary without making it seem packed 
and overwhelming.  You made sure 
you had good white space on most 
pages.  Good work.

THiRD PlACE
AmNEWYORk mETRO, NEW YORk

EdAbrams, Luis Matos and 
Zelinda Barnes
Colorful and impactful.   Not rate 
heavy, but worked to drive home 
the message, which is good.  Over-
all, nice presentation albeit busy     
Best Media Kit/Sales Collateral

HONORABlE mENTiON

color and photos. It’s amazing how 
much more attractive a layout is 
when it we think outside the square 
box.

THiRD PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS:
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON
I got hungry from reading the ad. 
It’s fantastic with clear representa-
tion of the menu. 

BEST SmAll SPACE AD
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Flora Cannon
The color blocking provides great 
balance and flow throughout the 
ad. Easy to read and the message 
fills the white space well. Great 
work!

SECOND PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Pierce Strudler
Great use of color to complement 
the logo and image. The simple, 
modern font provides sophisticated 
simplicity.

THiRD PlACE
mAHOPAC NEWS, mAHOPAC

Tabitha Pearson Marshall and 
Lisa Kain
The layout of the images is creative 
and well-balanced. I love the tagline; 
it is creative and appropriate for 
the audience of graduates.

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET

Beth Heller Mason
The flames and brick in the back-
ground tell you that this is brick 
oven pizza without ever saying it 
in words. The ad tells me this is no 
ordinary pizza!

BEST SmAll SPACE AD
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
WATERTOWN DAilY TimES,
WATERTOWN

Brian Mitchell
Edgy artwork is fun and appro-
priate for the intended audience. 
Great use of complementary colors 
throughout!

SECOND PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

Matt Sourwine, Karen Sherwood
Beautiful colors make this ad stand 
out. The clean layout makes it 
eye-catching and easy to under-
stand the who, what, where, and 
when. Great ad!

THiRD PlACE
AmHERST BEE, WilliAmSvillE

Holly Schiferle, Melissa Rothman
Great use of geometric shapes and 
colors to showcase the products 
while complementing the logo. This 
ad really catches the eye!

HONORABlE mENTiON
WARWiCk ADvERTiSER, WARWiCk

Christina Scotti
The juxtaposition of the vertical 
slabs with the horizontal gray bars 
listing their offerings makes this ad 

SPECiAl SECTiONS/NiCHE 
PuBliCATiONS-GlOSSY

FiRST PlACE
SAG HARBOR ExPRESS,
SAG HARBOR
Front Page photo! Excellent and ef-
fective use of text in interior layout. 
Excellent photography, especially of 
persons/people in the articles.

SECOND PlACE
lAkE CHAmPlAiN WEEklY,
PlATTSBuRGH
Sleek, elegant and professional. A 
great presentation for advertisers. 

THiRD PlACE
ADiRONDACk DAilY ENTERPRiSE,
SARANAC lAkE

Susan Moore 
Excellent readability, and good 
use of space in balancing ads and 
articles. 

BEST REAl ESTATE/
HOmE SECTiON

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON
This was a beautifully-designed 
special section all the way around. 
Great content, great design, just 
straight up great!

SECOND PlACE
PORT WASHiNGTON NEWS,
PORT WASHiNGTON
No flocking around about it, this 
is a beautiful entry from cover to 
cover!

THiRD PlACE
PORT WASHiNGTON NEWS,
PORT WASHiNGTON
This entry had everything going for 
it design-wise, and the content was 
organized beautifully.

BEST SPECiAl SECTiON - 
ADvERTiSiNG

FiRST PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON
This entry restored my faith in 
the power of good graphic design. 
Absolutely fantastic, layouts are 
LIT (literally and figuratively,) and 
the content is just so fresh and 
eye-catching. Love it, love it.

SECOND PlACE
THE SCARSDAlE iNquiRER,
SCARSDAlE

Valerie Abrahams, Kathy Potter 
and staff
GREAT section! Will definitely be 
borrowing some ideas from this 
one. It looks elegant and expensive 
without being stuffy and conveys 
information in a fresh way.

THiRD PlACE
BAYSiDE TimES & FluSHiNG TimES, 
quEENS

Zach Gewelb
I really liked this entry a lot - good 
useful info laid out in a pleasing 
way. If I were new to Queens or a 
long-time resident, I would definite-
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Best Spot News Photo(s), 2022Best Spot News Photo(s), 2022

FiRST PlACE — DiviSiON 2
mARk GuTmAN 
THE DAilY NEWS
The judges said: “The photographer was able to arrive and docu-
ment firefighters in action, especially with the flames hot.”

FiRST PlACE — DiviSiON 3
mARTiN STONE

THE NORTHPORT OBSERvER
The judges said: “Amazing capture of two large eagles in a battle. 
Rarely we see them up close. Especially with a camera. Very clean back-
ground and perfectly composed action deserving a spot in spot news.”

SECOND PlACE — DiviSiON 2
Tim mORiARTY

THE ROCkAWAY TimES
The judges said: “Wow! How often do we see a 
beached whale with people attempting to save it.!”

SECOND PlACE — DiviSiON 3
DEAN mOSES

AmNEW YORk mETRO
The judges said: “Up close and personal with the victim of an 
accident being loaded onto the ambulance. Great access.”

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022

Sperm Whale Dies 
Despite Rescue Attempt

VOL. 9, NO. 26

See Page 16

Photo by Tim Moriarty

Whale of a Try

The Center New York
www.thecenternewyork.com

Nearby
Parking

Available

FREE NIGHT coupon for a 1-week stay.
Original coupon required with amNY ad for15% discount. 

First come, �rst served. Expires December 2022

Center Guesthouse Business Complex
8618 58th Avenue Queens, NY 11373

Ph: 212 470 8410 • 646-717-6769 +whatsApp
Hiring now, please email resume: thecenternewyork@gmail.comWalk-ins welcome 24/7

Special Rate Rooms & Shares:
Daily Share Rooms Rm$28-$38. | Daily Private Rooms $48-$78.

Share Weekly Rooms $168-$$188. | Private Wkly Rooms $275-$445& Up.
Furnished.Private bathroom shower.

TranslationEvaluationsAuthentication ApostleNotary.RentCarsDaily $45&Up
Free Consultation may be available.

The Center Barbecue Gathering Social Networking Learning Events Saturdays:3pm-9pm

‘DISTURBING’
NYPD TREND

Higher rates of 
mentally ill arrests
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JETS’ TURN TO STAND PATS
Aim to � ip script on long-time New England nemesis  Page 41
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PEDAL TO THE MEDAL: MTA adding 
bridge bike lanes, station racks  Page 13

VISIT AMNY.COM UPDATED DAILY

DARING RESCUE
Fire� ghters pull construction worker out of 

25-foot hole on Upper East Side  Page 9

Find & Post Local Jobs Free at amNY.com/Jobs

PAGE 4

Todo lo que tienes que saber acerca de

 la Copa del Mundo 2022  Página 22

Camino a la Universidad: Nueva serie 

mensual para padres y estudiantes   Página 28

All you need to know about

 FIFA World Cup 2022  Page 22

Heading to College: New monthly series 

for parents and students  Page 28

BILINGUAL MONTHLY SECTION

PHOTO  HALLOWEEN IN THE GARDEN
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Best guide to Halloween and Día de Muertos in NYC!  Page 20¡La mejor guía de Halloween y Día de Muertos en NYC!  Página 18 
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The Observer/August 4, 2022 Page 5

Editor: The Observer:
Congratulations to Joe Sabia on his retirement. 

I served with Joe on the Northport-East Northport 
Board of Education.

Although, we didn’t always agree on the issues, 
you could always count on Joe to be the taxpayer’s 
watchdog.

As for his “day job” as an automobile mechanic, 
Joe has serviced many of my cars and he has always 
done a great job at a fair price.

I wish Joe Sabia the best of luck in his retirement 
from the automotive repair business (although, of 
course, he is still a Northport Village trustee).

Northport

Editor, The Observer:
(Editor’s Note: This letters is sent in response to 

a letter in the July 21 edition of The Observer by 
Isabelle Carpentier.)

The “invaders” you complain about in your long 
winded rant, are the reason the village exists. You 
should be proud our beautiful village pulls visitors 
from all over.

restaurant, to a parking space, to not seeing anything 
that offends you! That is not real life. Vulgar speech is 
free speech, and attacking that is the most shameful 

should not be driving into the village, you’re taking 
the parking space away from one of the “invaders”. 
Don’t take a parking space from someone who is 
actually showing up to spend money. Our village 
has come so far and every storefront is occupied. I 
will gladly take an economically robust and beautiful 
village over whatever ghost town, tumble weed thing 
you fantasize over.

John Bravo
Northport

Letters from our readers

Editor, The Observer:
The opioid epidemic is one we have ignored for 

far too long. Suffolk County has the distinction of 
leading the nation in heroin overdoses. The opioid 
settlement money needs to be directed singularly to 
fund prevention, treatment and recovery programs 
with all deliberate speed.

Also, social workers are vastly underpaid for the 
work they perform. A portion of the funds should go 
to raise the salaries of social workers and clinicians 

Island is crucial to defeating this epidemic. 

with the Assembly, Attorney General and the 

money is currently located and how to get it to 
the front line. Sadly, not one person on the state 
level has an answer, which is unacceptable. The 
taxpayers and families destroyed by this epidemic 
deserve to know where this money is going. I won’t 
rest until we receive answers about the allocation of 
these funds. The public has a right to know where 
these funds are.

Assemblyman Keith Brown
Northport

Editor, The Observer:
I fully agree with the “Indian Hills shows town’s 

contempt for public” editorial in the July 28 edition 
of The Observer

concern every Huntington resident. What the ZBA 
and the Huntington Planning Department are 
doing is backwards. They have become advocates 
for developers rather than defenders of the people, 
the town’s residents, homeowners and property 
taxpayers. It should be the other way around.” 

Bravo! I won’t repeat the litany of errors and 
misdeeds committed by the Planning Board, ZBA and 

Huntington Planning department. The shockingly long 
list of malfeasances is enumerated, in part, in the 
editorial, and by Fort Salonga President John Hayes 
and FSPOA attorney Karl Huth. These transgressions 
demand the immediate reversal of the Planning 
Board’s preliminary decision to downzone Indian 
Hills’s one acre zoning with the addition of 86 condos. 
As The Observer notes, any proposed zoning change is 
a Town Board responsibility, not the Planning Board’s. 

and opportunity for the Town Board to improve 
Huntington Town governance. I suggest this means:

• The Town Planning Department needs to be 
better managed by the town board. This starts with 
intervention by the Planning Department into the 
proceedings of the Planning Board and Zoning 
Board of Appeals. Notwithstanding the PB and ZBA’s 
independence, the Planning Department--along with 
the Town Board-- have this right and duty to intervene 
(which means “interfering with the outcome or course, 
especially of a condition or process, as to prevent harm 
or improve functioning”) in instances of those Boards’ 
transgressions. These include any of their procedural 
mistakes, omissions, and mis-judgements. 

• Huntington residents and taxpayers deserve 
a more thorough understanding and detailed 
accounting of the Town’s vast Planning and 
Zoning activities. The Planning Department should 
produce a comprehensive, public annual report that 
includes metrics on zoning changes, subdivisions, 
variances, and all “developers” names. It should also 
contain an annual plan, with developmental policy 

Conservation Board. 
These proposed measures are meant to protect 

against damage to the Town’s natural resources. 
The current Town Supervisor and Town Council 
have done laudable work in this regard. But as 
the ongoing Indian Hills travesty highlights, more 
changes need to be made ASAP before more harm 
occurs in our beloved town. 

Raymond Roel 
East Northport

-Martin Stone photo/Huntington Camera Club
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Be confident, reassuring and direct.
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Bills steamroll Titans  
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DANSVILLE — A home health care aide is fac-
ing a felony charge after her client was injured 
and hospitalized, Livingston County sheriff’s 
deputies said.

Deputies were contacted in May by a patient 
at Noyes Memorial Hospital. He was described 
as physically handicapped and had been injured 
while being cared for at home.

An investigation revealed Brandi L. Spearance, 
35, of West Sparta, Livingston County, had been 
hired as the victim’s in-home health care aide, 
deputies said. Her duties were to care for the vic-
tim daily, as they both lived together.

It was found Spearance did not provide ade-
quate care for the victim, deputies said. That led 
to his injuries and he was taken to Noyes.

The victim was later transferred to Wyoming 
County Community Hospital in Warsaw for fur-
ther rehabilitation.

Spearance was charged Sept. 6 with felony 
first-degree endangering the welfare of an in-
competent or physically disabled person. She is 
to appear in West Sparta Town Court at a later 
date.

Investigator Connor Sanford conducted the 
arrest. Investigator James Merrick and Deputy 
Kevin Barrett assisted the investigation.

Home care aide 
charged with 

endangerment
INVESTIGATORS: Disabled client 

suffered injuries

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@bataviavews.com

BATAVIA — Dr. Vladimir Frias 
walked up to his dental practice at 
101 Washington Ave. and planned 
to go into the reception area and 
do some paperwork.

“When I came in, I saw the 
smoke. I really don’t know what 
happened,” he said. 

A fire had broken out in the 
building, which dated from 1874.

“There was smoke and there 
was fire. I called 911 right away 
and they were here,” he said. 
“When I came in from the back, 
the fire seemed like it was in the 
middle. I have no idea where it 
started.”

The dentist said he got to the 
scene a little after 1 p.m. He had 
come to the office to do some 
paperwork after finding out his 
receptionist and hygienist left. 
Frias said he knew where the fire 
extinguisher was in the office, but 
couldn’t get to it.

Frias owns the building, which 
is on the list of the city’s Historic 
Landmark Designations.

“I love this building,” said Frias, 
who’s had a dental practice there 
for almost seven years. “It’s a his-
toric landmark ... This is horrible. 
It’s not just a building to us. It’s 
been a lot of different things over 
the years, but we bought it and, bit 
by bit, we were trying to restore it.

“We were supposed to get the 
outside painted this year. Either 
the end of this year or next year, 
we were scheduled for a whole 
new paint job. We did the deck 
work.”

Frias said a contractor was go-
ing to do the painting.

“He just didn’t have time to 
finish the rest of the building,” 
he said. “COVID ... everything’s 
been delayed. It was supposed 
to be done this summer. Some 
buildings are not replaceable. I’m 
just hoping the damage isn’t too 
bad — at least for the outside. The 
inside was all refurbished, but the 
outside is all original. The interior 
of the building is not historic.”

Frias said the Batavia Historic 
Preservation Commission told 
him he could do what he wanted 
to do with the inside of the build-
ing, but that the outside had to 
remain the same.

City Historian Larry Barnes said 
Present Tense bookstore was at 
at that address before the dental 
practice.

“It was there for several years. It 
was was really nice,” he said.

Interim Fire Chief Daniel Her-
berger said that around 1:30, 
firefighters were dispatched for a 
building fire,

“Some dispatch information 
as we were responding was that 
smoke was coming from the 
building and the building was 
evacuated,” Herberger said. 

“It’s a house converted to a 
dentist’s office. When we arrived, 
there was heavy smoke and fire 
coming out of the main entrance 
of the building. We employed a 
hose line and attacked the fire, 
checked for extension. There was 
really no extension,” Herberger 
said. “The fire was contained 
mainly to the front office area. It’s 
under investigation right now. It’s 
just, that appears to be where the 
fire started. There was nobody oc-
cupying the building. The owner 
came by and ... came in and no-
ticed the building full of smoke.”

Herberger said there appeared 

to be relatively minor fire damage, 
smoke damage throughout and 
water damage.

Firefighters went to a second 
alarm, which brought more man-
power to the scene.

“Our on-duty staff is six fire-
fighters, plus me,” he said. “A fire 
like this takes more than seven 
personnel to put out. It’s pretty 
standard for a fire like this to go to 
a second alarm.”

Herberger said it looks like the 
building can be restored and Frias 
will be able to start using it again 
as a dental practice.

The fire was under investiga-
tion Tuesday afternoon.

Fire hits historic house
WASHINGTON AVE.: City puts out flames at dental practice

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS

City of Batavia fire crews at the scene of a fire Tuesday at 101 Washington Ave. in Batavia.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS

City of Batavia fire crews contained the fire to the reception area of Dr. Vladimir Frias’ dental practice.

Of dreams 
and death

DR. KERR: Hospice doctor to explain  
dying process in Batavia appearance

By BEN BEAGLE
ben@batavianews.com

Dr. Christopher Kerr was working weekends as 
a hospice doctor when he had a career-changing 
moment. 

Kerr was treating a man in his 40s dying of 
AIDS. Kerr thought that he could give the pa-
tient more time by treating the infection and 
keeping the patient hydrated. The doctor went 
to the nurse’s station and ordered a number of 
treatments. A senior nurse, without looking up, 
responded, “Oh, no, he’s dying.”

When Kerr asked the nurse how she knew, she 
responded: “He’s seen his deceased mother.”

Kerr, who had trained as an internist and was 
working as a cardiologist in Buffalo, was incredu-
lous.

“I had never heard anything like that,” Kerr, 
now CEO and chief medical office of Hospice and 
Palliative Care in Buffalo, said Thursday in an in-
terview with The Daily News..

But the nurse was right. The man died a few 
days later.

Kerr, in talking to the man before he died, 
learned from the patient how real – and how 
comforting – the dream was to the man.

“I didn’t have to understand. I didn’t have to 
know its source. I didn’t have to disprove it. I 
think we have to learn to have reverence for what 
they experience at the end of life, and be respect-
ful enough to honor it,” said Kerr, who will share 
his experiences studying end-of-life during a 
program Thursday night at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 300 East Main St., Batavia. 

“Validating End-of-Life Experiences” will in-
clude videos of patients and their families. The 
free program is scheduled from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Registration is requested at bit.ly/EOL-Experi-
ences .

The program is co-hosted by Crossroads 
House, a comfort home for the dying, and the 
First Presbyterian Church.

Kerr was invited to share his research in an ef-
fort to educate the community about end-of-life 
issues in a venue where they can talk openly with-
out fear and apprehension, while emphasizing 
that there is such a thing called a good death, said 
Kathy Panepento, founder of Crossroads House 
and director of resident care and end of life doula 

See DEATH A7
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THE DAilY NEWS
The judges said: “Intense blaze - powerful moment - 
right-sized image!”
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Vertical is a good 
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By MATT SURTEL
msurtel@batavianews.com

OAKFIELD — Natasha Stein Suther-
land has a blunt assessment regarding 
the wave of challenges facing New York 
farms.

The farms will be gone.
Farmers are facing dramatically in-

creased fuel costs and a looming increase 
in overtime expenses. And electric farm 
vehicles don’t have the horsepower or 
endurance for what’s needed.

“We can’t surmount any of this,” 
Sutherland said during a Saturday morn-
ing news conference conducted by area 
lawmakers. “Honest to goodness, we’re 
looking at reducing our ‘high touch’ 
products in New York state.

“Dairy will be one of the first to exit,” 
she continued. “Cherries, stone fruits, 
grapes — grapes will exit. 

“Truly at the end of the day, in New 
York state agriculture, the ‘high touch’ 
products will leave,” she said. “We can’t 
afford the people, the gas, the fertilizers, 
the inputs. It’s going to happen.”

The press conference was conducted 
by Congressman Chris Jacobs, Assem-
blyman Steve Hawley, and State Sen. Ed 
Rath after a roundtable with area farm-
ers. They called for Gov. Kathy Hochul 
to reject the state Farm Laborers Wage 
Board’s decision to lower the overtime 
threshold from 60 hours to 40 hours per 
week for farm workers.

Advocates say the measure will allow 
fair wages and treatment for farm work-
ers, but farmers say it will push their op-
erations beyond the financial brink.

The Farm Laborers Wage Board still 
hasn’t submitted its final report to State 
Department of Labor Commissioner Ro-
berta Reardon, who is expected to rule on 
it within 45 days.

Hochul also hasn’t signed the recom-
mendation. Her office on Monday said 
she trusted Reardon to make the correct 
choice.

“The members of the board can’t 
comprehend the impact this decision 
will have,” Jacobs, R-Orchard Park, 
said of the lower overtime thresh-
old. “Or else they do, and choose to 
devastate the farms across New York 
state. I don’t know which is worse.” 
Farming is already a business of incred-
ibly slim margins, he said. Farmers would 
be forced to hire more workers — amid a 
labor shortage — shut down, or leave the 
state.

Jacobs said it’s estimated the lower 
overtime threshold would cost farmers 
more than $250 million.

“This is a moment in time where New 
York state needs to be as protective 
as possible in producing agricultural 
products, as we face a major global food 
shortage as a result of the situation in 
Ukraine,” Jacobs said.

Small family farms still exist and op-
erations of any size  can’t survive with 
the growing number of expenses they’re 
facing, Hawley, R-Batavia, said. He said 
they have no control over the prices they 
receive for their products.

“We’re hoping Gov. Hochul — it’s her 
decision, nobody else’s — will make a 
decision based on her experience when 

Farm 
overtime 

still a 
major 
worry 

INCREASING PRESSURES: 

Lawmakers call for Hochul  
to reject lower threshold

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Employees at HP 
Hood in Batavia are working on 
maintenance and other proj-
ects following what a company 
spokesperson last week called a 
“network disruption” rather than 
a cyberattack.

Hood told The Boston Globe 
Friday that the company took all 
of its plants offline the previous 
weekend after learning about an 
event the previous week that af-
fected its IT systems.

“Our IT team and others have 
been working around the clock to 

resolve the issue and I am happy 
to report that most of our plants 
are up and running,” HP Hood 
Group Vice President of Commu-
nications & Government Affairs 
Lynne Bohan told The Boston 
Globe, adding the matter was still 
under investigation.

At least one school in New 
Hampshire advised parents that it 
anticipated milk shortages as a re-
sult of the disruption in order and 
delivery processes. 

Locally, that has not been an is-
sue.

Batavia City School District 
Superintendent Jason Smith said 

there has been no impact on the 
district. “We do not receive any 
product from HP Hood ...” he 
said, noting the the district’s use 
of state and federal contracts. 

“As it relates to school milk, 
Hood’s Batavia facility does not 
manufacture 8-ounce milks,” 
Bohan told The Daily News on 
Friday, while acknowledging 
some limited disruptions in New 
England where the majority of its 
school business is manufactured.

Tops Friendly Markets Public 
and Media Relations Manager 
Kathleen Sautter said Friday night 
that nothing Tops buys comes 

from the Batavia plant.
“We do source some of our sour 

cream, cottage cheese, dips, milk/
creamers and alternative milk 
products from HP Hood,” Saut-
ter said in a statement. “HP Hood 
is not our only supplier. We also 
have similar products supplied 
from Upstate, Danone, Cabot 
Creamery and a few others.”

Tops received products from 
Hood last week, and were expect-
ing more this week. Hood repre-
sentatives are contacting Tops 
daily with updates, she said.

Sautter said it is too early to 
know how long the impact will be.

HP Hood employees still working in Batavia

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS

A car carrier on fire at 6905 Ellicott Street Rd. In Pavilion. A Town of Pavilion firefighters passes in front of the fire. 

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

PAVILION — When Pavilion 
firefighters got to the scene along 
Ellicott Street Road, they found 
the sleeper cab of a car carrier 
along with three cars it was carry-
ing completely or partially on fire.

There were explosions as well. 
No one was hurt.

“A couple of tires were explod-
ing on the cars that were burn-
ing,” said Pavilion Assistant Chief 
Tyler Schiske.

The vehicle carrying several 
cars was going south on Route 
63 when the fire started as it was 
moving, Schiske said.

The driver was out of the cab 
before he knew there were flames.

“He came to a stop and it be-
came fully involved,” Schiske 
said. “He noticed that he didn’t 
have any air in his air tanks and he 
got out, and noticed that the truck 
was fully involved.”

The assistant chief said he 
didn’t know where the driver, 

who was not injured, and the car-

rier were going when Monday af-

ternoon’s fire happened or from 

where they were coming.

When firefighters got to the 

scene, it took an hour or a little 

less to put out the flames. The 

wind helped to keep more cars 

on the carrier from catching fire, 

Schiske said.

“We had a truck break down, 
so that factored in to not getting 
the fire extinguished as soon as 
we wanted to,” he said. “We used 
about 10 gallons of foam, about 
1,600 gallons of water. It’s just our 
generic foam we have for our sys-
tem we have on the truck.”

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation by State Police and 
the Genesee County Office of 
Emergency Management (OEM), 
Schiske said.

The assistant chief said there 
were no issues with access to 
water at the scene. He said there 
was some liquid spilled, but no 
environmental issue Monday 

Car carrier inferno
UP IN FLAMES: Tractor trailer and vehicular cargo burn in Pavilion

INTENSE BLAZE

Learn more about the story 
at our website:

thedailynewsonline.com

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS

Town of Pavilion fire crews wait for water to return to the hose as a car carrier 
burns in front of them at 6905 Ellicott Street Rd. In Pavilion. 

See INFERNO A8

See FARM A7
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THiRD PlACE — 
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FRANk BECERRA JR.
JOuRNAl NEWS
The judges said: 
“Unique capture of 
the firefighter diving 
head first into
danger.”
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Excellence Awards
stuff too much messaging into it.  I 
would just make SUBSCRIBE NOW 
the focus instead of the price.

SECOND PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Christine Kelly-Smimmo and 
Flora Cannon
Yes.  Good ad.  Good use of color.  
Great photo artfully integrated.  
Plenty of white space.  Just simple, 
classic, clean. 

THiRD PlACE
REGiSTER-STAR, HuDSON

Steve LaRowe
Pretty.  Simple.  Not trying to say 
too much in little space.  Maybe 
drop in a QR code for a quicker 
digital link.  

HONORABlE mENTiON

THE SOuTHAmPTON 
PRESS-WESTERN EDiTiON
Westhampton Beach

BEST HOuSE AD/
AD CAmPAiGN
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

Karen Sherwood, Matt Sourwine, 
Lea Gonyea and Nicole Barry
Lots of good, hard work shows 
through here.  Good consistency 
across the multiple treatments.  
Lots of information well presented.

SECOND PlACE
WilliSTON TimES, WilliSTON PARk

Yvonne Farley
Yvonne, you do good work.  And 
you entered a lot.  I think this is my 
favorite of your entries.  You had 
lots of info to share.  You did so 
without it feeling busy/overwhelm-
ing.  You might add a QR code to 
make registration 

THiRD PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

Matt Sourwine, Dylan Carpenter
Clean.  Well executed.  Good use of 
white space.

iNNOvATivE AD PROJECT

FiRST PlACE
ADiRONDACk DAilY ENTERPRiSE

SARANAC lAkE

Susan Moore, Carol Swirsky, Tori 
Marbone and Connie Martelle
Not a new idea but still a good one 
- love the execution with colored 
pencils. Eye catching, appealing, 
fun.

SECOND PlACE
PORT WASHiNGTON NEWS,
PORT WASHiNGTON
Love the athlete of the month, way 
to highlight a student.

THiRD PlACE
REGiSTER-STAR, HuDSON

Steve LaRowe
Love the look and pop or this can-
cer awareness ad

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SPOTliGHT, DElmAR

Dave Abbott
Love highlighting all the graduates 

ClASSiFiED ADvERTiSiNG

FiRST PlACE
WilliSTON TimES,
WilliSTON PARk

Lorens Rawlings-Morris
Use of color in organizing sections 
and sub-categories is easy on the 
eyes and makes it more user-friend-
ly to find the categories one is inter-
ested in. Line ads are set in a nice, 
easily readable font and manner. 

SECOND PlACE
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET
I like the way the designer used dif-
ferent line weights to separate sec-
tions. Also the use of white space 
above and below the line ads makes 
the pages not feel so cluttered and 
makes it easier to read the ads. 
Sometimes designing in black and 
white can be challenging, but this 
layout is an example of how to do it 
right. This was very close between 
first and second Places.

THiRD PlACE
THE GARDEN CiTY NEWS,
GARDEN CiTY
Clean and uncluttered layout. 
Did not overuse color in layout of 
sections even though full color was 
an option on these pages. Different 
layout of line ads is a nice change 
from most line ads with separation 
from “headline” of ad and text. Nice 
job for your advertisers.

BEST viDEO

FiRST PlACE
THE ROCkAWAY TimES, 
ROCkAWAY

Katie McFadden
What a great video of a beautiful 
Christmas. Love it! 

SECOND PlACE

AmNEWYORk mETRO, 
NEW YORk

Elizabeth Aloni
Great to get as much information 
on scams out to reader for their 
own protection.

THiRD PlACE

AmNEWYORk mETRO

NEW YORk

Elizabeth Aloni
Health care is always a great way to 
reach out and get information into 
readers hands. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE JOuRNAl NEWS, 
WHiTE PlAiNS

Tania Savayan
Love the Journey story. 

lONG iSlAND ADvANCE, PATCHOGuE

Andrew Ingenito
Good piece.  I left with a clear un-
derstanding of the products.  Was 
left wanting a good visual represen-
tation of distribution areas, combo 
buy coverages, etc.  I would also 
encourage you to shrink all the ele-
ments a little and give it some white 
space, let it breath.  

AuDiENCE DEvElOPmENT 
PROmOTiON

FiRST PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Michelle Wright
Nice program.  Good multi-media 
approach.  Love that you used your 
people, promoted them.  The focus 
on a niche you so clearly do well 
at, and your use of it to drive sales, 
is exactly what we all need to be 
doing.  Right?  Good work.  Thank 
you.  

SECOND PlACE
DAilY GAzETTE, SCHENECTADY

Michelle Wright
I have beagles.  You gave me a 
beagle.  I so appreciate it.  I also 
appreciate the light heartedness.  
Simple messaging.  Solid call to 
action.  You just beat yourself with 
your other entry.  Oh, and thank 
you, again, for the dogs.  
Audience Development Promotion

THiRD PlACE
THE CHRONiClE, GOSHEN

Christina Scotti
I love the Stop signs ad.  The dog is 
cute.  The Stop signs got my atten-
tion.  I hope it pulled for you.  

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Steven Dorney
Simple.  Clean.  Good message.  I 
would add a QR code for those who 
want to connect/subscribe digitally.  

BEST lOCAl BuSiNESS

SuPPORT CAmPAiGN

FiRST PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Teresa Lagerman
This is sweet (pun intended).  I’m in.  
I love ice cream.  I am sure your ice 
cream shops loved the promo.  The 
nice pastel ad it fitting.

SECOND PlACE
THE villAGE TimES HERAlD,
SETAukET
Nice program.  Shows involvement 
in the community.  And involves 
the community.  

THiRD PlACE
lONG iSlAND PRESS, SYOSSET
Looks like a well-executed Reader’s 
Choice program.
 

BEST HOuSE AD/
AD CAmPAiGN
DivisioN 1

FiRST PlACE
THE villAGE SuN, NEW YORk

Dariya Akdeniz and Lincoln 
Anderson
Good call to action.  Fun verbiage.  
Clean design.  Nice execution.
Pretty ad.  Clean.  Didn’t try to 

BEST PODCAST

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Jessica Marshall
Great storytelling, interviews and 
natural sound. Well done audio.

SECOND PlACE
THE SOuTHAmPTON PRESS-
EASTERN EDiTiON, SOuTHAmPTON

Annette Hinkle and Bill Sutton
Fun story about a local official tak-
ing the big stage.

THiRD PlACE
THE HiGHlANDS CuRRENT,
PHiliPSTOWN

Chip Rowe
Early Black History in the Highlands 
- the podcasts by this newspaper 
are among the most professional.  
Many of the entries in this category 
focus too much on the producers, 
gush over their guests, and don’t 
adhere to professional journal-
ism tenets.  The three I heard by 
this paper were not ads posing as 
podcasts or flattery sessions - they 
dealt with interesting feature topics 
and the narrator guided the conver-
sation smoothly. 

BEST NEWSlETTER

FiRST PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Sarah Diodato
I think this newsletter, started in 
January of 2022, will become very 
popular. While its target audience is 
a younger demographic, I believe it 
appeals to all demographics. Survey 
after survey states that “Things to 
Do” is very important to our read-
ers. This newsletter certainly fills 
that need. My suggestion is to also 
link back to top news stories of the 
week. Maybe most read or some-
thing like that. I also like how the 
design varies so to keep 
the reader engaged.

SECOND PlACE
THE ExAmiNER, mOuNT kiSCO

Robert Schork
While I believe the design could be 
improved, I do like how this seems 
to be built right into the CMS so 
that readers can easily explore be-
yond what is in the newsletter. I like 
the variety of content. Including 
music, news, sports and things to 
do. Something for everyone. 

THiRD PlACE
ADiRONDACk ExPlORER,
SARANAC lAkE

Melissa Hart
I like the intro to this newsletter. 
Very personal. Nice variety of news. 
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Best Special Section Cover, 2022

FiRST PlACE  — DiviSiON 1
BRYAN BOYHAN, lORi HAWkiNS

SAG HARBOR ExPRESS
The judges said: “This was by far the best cover in the 

entire bunch, sleek and modern.”

Editor’s Note

PriNtiNg of this AwArDs Newsletter courtesY of 

Members of the Colorado Press Association and the National Newspaper Association judged the entries in 
January – no small task.  154 newspapers submitted 2,665 entries; 12 high schools submitted 158 entries; and 15 
colleges submitted 121 entries.  Wow!  The judges’ generous donation of time and expertise yielded thoughtful, inter-
esting comments, intended to recognize excellence, and raise the bar on the already high quality of journalism pro-
duced by New York’s newspapers.  Knowing how much this contest means to New York’s newspapers, we appreciate 
the extraordinary effort on the part of the judges.

Jill Van Dusen single-handedly processed the entries, recruited judges, verified the winners, created the 
plaques and certificates, and Judy Patrick produced the contest newspaper, the convention program and NewsBeat.  
Their efforts deserve a huge round of applause – and more!

And where would we be without Rick Fensterer – “the man behind the curtain” who tirelessly produces the 
award shows – Rick – there are no words to thank you.

To our treasured friends and colleagues at Trumbull Printing who print NewsBeat and the Better Contest 
Newspaper – thank you!  We appreciate your good work and your generosity.

 And of course, to the newspaper staff who create this award-winning work – your dedication, commitment, 
and professionalism humbles us.  Thank you for taking the time to enter, thank you for attending the conference, and 
thank you for your continued support of NYPA – you’re the best!

         Michelle

FiRST PlACE — DiviSiON 2
JEFFREY NEGRiN

NASSAu HERAlD
The judges said: “Beautiful light, photography, 

simple colors and great fonts, just clean and crisp.”

Great Homes
the Ultimate Local Home showcase

April 14, 2022

NAS/LB

NAS/LB
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Excellence Awards
BEST THEmED iSSuE

FiRST PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk
I could truly hear the “voice” of 
the editor throughout  They are 
not afraid of taking a position and 
supporting what they believe in. 
Lot’s of interviews provided person-
ality and narrative. Every piece was 
strong and told a story.  

SECOND PlACE
lAkE CHAmPlAiN WEEklY,
PlATTSBuRGH
Timeless Traditions is campy and 
heartwarming without becoming 
cheesy. The recipes were traditional 
but also had new takes and twists. 
The most impactful pieces touched 
on the darker moments of the hol-
idays. So many people forget that 
the winter celebrations many of us 
love can be stark reminders of loss 
for others. This was touched on 
with a deft hand while also bringing 
holiday cheer. 

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON
I could feel the childhood nostalgia 
through the pages. Reading EAST’s 
Holiday issue felt like listening to 
an uncle telling stories of past cele-
brations. Every feature story started 
strong and drew me in as a reader.

BEST PHOTO ESSAY

FiRST PlACE

THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

David Benthal and Lee Meyer
Unique personality flows through 
each photo that captures the spirit 
of each individual involved. I really 
thought it was creative and unique, 
the photos immediately captured 
my attention and drew me in. 

BlOOPER OF THE YEAR

FiRST PlACE
SmiTHTOWN mESSENGER,
SmiTHTOWN

Kaitlyn Foley
In our haste to make our early 
Thanksgiving holiday deadline we 
missed an “f-word” that should nev-
er have made it into print - ugh!

SECOND PlACE
THE ROCkAWAY TimES, 
ROCkAWAY

Katie McFadden

THiRD PlACE
uRBAN CNY, SYRACuSE

Kenneth Jackson 
This clearly was a big event in your 
community. I like how you weaved 
in some copy about each speaker 
along with video of their speeches. 
Tough to make something like this 
interesting online, but you did it 
well. 

BEST ONliNE 
BREAkiNG NEWS

FiRST PlACE
THE BATAviAN, BATAviA

Howard Owens and Joanne Beck
The breaking, ongoing coverage 
over several days of Winter Storm 
Elliott reinforces why local jour-
nalism is so important—providing 
constant information about circum-
stances and where to go for help, 
relaying information from first 
responders and officials, writing 
about community kindness and per-
sonal experiences. As the publisher 
said: “County officials praised our 
reporting for helping to keep the 
community informed and ... for 
timely reporting that both helped 
let residents know how serious 
the situation was so they would 
stay home and helped keep family 
members of volunteer firefighters 
informed about events.” Excellent 
work!

SECOND PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Mike Goodwin and 
Wendy Liberatore
This was a great piece of deadline 
reporting, pulling together police 
reports, press conference and other 
sources to get a full picture of what 
happened. The addition of multi-
media supplemented the story. In-
formation about the neighborhood/
bar scene also provided context. 
Overall, great work!

THiRD PlACE
quEENS CHRONiClE, quEENS

Deirdre Bardolf
This was a solid deadline story with 
many sources and details about 
how the storm affected the area. 
Readers learned what the area 
looked like, where to go for help, 
what officials were suggesting for 
staying safe and information for the 
next days. Good work.

OvERAll mAGAziNE

ExCEllENCE

FiRST PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

MJ Kravec, Amy Bleier Long and 
Sue Santola
Very clean and appealing photo 
layouts. I enjoyed the feature on 
Ukraine aid efforts locally, more 
than just ads for homes. I feel class-
ier just for holding it and filliping 
through the pages. Also had a great 
food and drink section, again with 
well designed layouts that enticed 
me as a reader to continue to ex-
plore. 

SECOND PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk
I enjoy that they are not afraid of 
real political talk. I can tell the edi-
tor has passion for issues and that 
the writers take the time to craft 
relevant questions, not just pay lip 
service. Graphics were well done. 
Interesting and well thought out 
captions, HEDS and DEKS instead of 
standard ones. 

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON
It is important to acknowledge the 
downside of changing neighbor-
hoods and new homes - in terms of 
gentrification and wildlife loss - and 
it is a brave choice for them to fea-
ture several pieces that spoke about 
these realities.  The honest writing, 
no filler content, and strong open-
ings to features kept me reading. 

BEST PERSONAliTY PROFilE

FiRST PlACE
CiTY & STATE, NEW YORk

Jeff Coltin
Intriguing writing draws out a fierce 
profile of a powerful woman. The 
narrative and symbolism was well 
crafted. It was a good dive into an 
important power player. 

SECOND PlACE
lAkE CHAmPlAiN WEEklY,
PlATTSBuRGH

Catherine Hernandez
Loved the unique concept, well 
executed without becoming cliche. 
The depth of history woven into the 
narrative about hum burials was 
fascinating. 

THiRD PlACE
EAGlE BullETiN, FAYETTEvillE

Norah Machia
Powerful testimonial about a sen-
sitive topic. It is crucial to spread 
knowledge and share stories with 
this kind of impact. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
lONG iSlAND PRESS,
SYOSSET

Timothy Bolger
In depth introspection into the 
reality of going through a situation 
like this. How time can change per-
spective. Raw and honest answers 
provide a very human face for this 
monstrosity. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
THE EAST HAmPTON STAR,
EAST HAmPTON

Christine Sampson

ONliNE AD
DivisioN 2

FiRST PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

Matt Sourwine, Nicole Barry and 
Kayleigh Tarbet
Having your team go out and use a 
drone to capture the picture puts 
this ads at the top of the list. That 
art drew me into the ad with all the 
fall colors and the lake. I also like 
the call to action using the simple 
words, “View Activities”. Great job 
on this one. 

SECOND PlACE
THE POST-STANDARD, SYRACuSE

Matt Sourwine
It’s tough to design something 
different for an auto ad. However 
the automated flashed light on the 
car really pulls a reader in. Makes it 
feel special. 

THiRD PlACE
THE EAST HAmPTON PRESS,
EAST HAmPTON
Can’t go wrong with using kids hav-
ing fun in the surf as this ad did. 
Simple, yet effective design to get 
people to click on it for additional 
information for the advertiser. 

HONORABlE mENTiON
REGiSTER-STAR, HuDSON

Steve LaRowe
Trying to get readers to respond to 
a recruitment ad is tough. This one, 
with the words, “we’re hiring” so 
well designed does that. Good job 
with the graphics. 

BEST WEB PROJECT

FiRST PlACE
THE SuFFOlk TimES, mATTiTuCk

Brianne Ledda and Tara Smith
What a fantastic photo to bring me 
into the story. And you used video 
too. Well done with lots of interest-
ing information about the night sky 
and what people of doing about it. 
Including the “How to Comply” with 
light code policy was a great idea. 

SECOND PlACE
TimES uNiON, AlBANY

Joshua Solomon,
Brendan J. Lyons, Erica Smith
Voter guides tend to be popular 
with readers and this one does 
it well. Left me wishing for more 
information about each candidate. 
While I like the brief summary of 
positions, a link to questions they 
answered for the newspaper would 
be helpful. Mostly, the brief sum-
mary made me Google them and go 
to their website. Would be better 
to keep them here. Looked like a 
complicated election that this voter 
guide helped simplify. 
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2022 NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

The Highlands Current & Times Union

2022 STuART C. DORmAN AWARD FOR EDiTORiAl ExCEllENCE

Times Union
 This newspaper amassed an impressive 210 point in the editorial competition, beating out its nearest 

competitor by 25 points.  The newspaper won first-place awards for investigative reporting, coverage of 
crime, police and courts, coverage of election/politics, best column, editorial cartoon, Best Freedom of In-

formation piece, distinguished coverage of diversity and feature photo.

The winner of the 2022 Stuart C. Dorman Award for Editorial Excellence is the Times Union, Albany.

2022 JOHN J. EvANS AWARD FOR ADvERTiSiNG ExCEllENCE

The Post-Standard  
When a newspaper wins the same awards multiple times, we know that both the judging and the quality of 
the submissions was consistent.  This is the fourth consecutive year that this newspaper has earned first 

place in the advertising excellence category.  Congratulations to the Post-Standard, Syracuse.

 

STuART C. DORmAN JOHN J. EvANS
John J. Evans is the former executive vice president

of Bee Publications, Inc., Buffalo.
Evans is a past president of the New York

Press Association and the New York Press Service.
Acknowledging the countless hours Evans has
devoted to assisting NYPA members with their

advertising programs, the NYPA Board of
Directors established the John J. Evans Award

for Advertising Excellence in 1990.

1990 - The Riverdale Press
1991 - The Riverdale Press
1992 - The Riverdale Press
1993 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1994 - The Riverdale Press
1995 - The Cuba Patriot
1996 - The Record-Review
1997 - The Record-Review
1998 - The Record-Review
1999 - The Record-Review
2000 - The Sag Harbor Express
2001 - The Villager (NYC)
2002 - The Record-Review
2003 - The Sag Harbor Express
2004 - The Villager (NYC)
2005 - The Villager (NYC)

2006 - The North Shore Sun
2007 - The Riverdale Press
2008 - The North Shore Sun
2009 - The Suffolk Times
2010 - Long Island Press
2011 - The Sag Harbor Express
2012 - Long Island Press
2013 - The News-Review
2014 - The Suffolk Times
2015 - The Sag Harbor Express
2016 - The Sag Harbor Express
2017 - The Sag Harbor Express
2018 - The Suffolk Times
2019 - The Independent
2020 - Southampton Press - Eastern Edition
2021 - The Sag Harbor Express

Stuart Callender Dorman established a precedent for excellence 
in publishing when he owned the Suffolk Times (1969 - 1978) 
and the News-Review (1976 - 1978). Dorman died in 1978, 
during the year he was to have served as president of the New 
York Press Association. Dorman was also president and founder 
of Graphics of Peconic.
He was educated at Andover Academy and Harvard University.
Prior to purchasing the Suffolk Times, Dorman held a number 
of important positions in the book publishing industry, including 
a 10-year stint as vice president of McGraw-Hill Book Co.

stuArt c. DorMAN AwArD

1991 - East Hampton Star
1992 - The Riverdale Press
1993 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1994 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1995 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1996 - The Record-Review
1997 - The Record-Review
1998 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
1999 - The Record-Review
2000 - The Village Times
2001 - The Record-Review
2002 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
2003 - The Record-Review
2004 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
2005 - The Scarsdale Inquirer
2006 - The Southampton Press-
Eastern Edition

2007 - The River Reporter
2008 - The East Hampton Press
2009 - The Suffolk Times
2010 - Nassau Herald
2011 - The Village Times Herald
2012 - The Record-Review
2013 - TIE — The Record-Review, The Epoch           
           Times
2014 - The Epoch Times
2015 - Dan’s Papers
2016 - The Sag Harbor Express
2017 - Dan’s Papers
2018 - Dan’s Papers
2019 - TIE: Dan’s Papers, The Post-Standard
2020 - The Post-Standard
2021 - The Post-Standard

J ohn J. Evans Award

 
This year, for the first time, there is a tie for Newspaper of the Year honors.  Both newspapers earned 260 

points in the contest.  Interestingly, one of these newspapers won the Stuart C. Dorman for editorial 
excellence and the other was runner up for that award.  The runner-up for the Dorman award also placed 

third in the race for the John J. Evans award for advertising excellence. 
One newspaper is a weekly and one is a daily.

         One newspaper is now a two-time winner and one is a first-time winner.
Congratulations to The Highlands Current & Times Union. 

20  August 12, 2022 For mail delivery, see highlandscurrent.org/delivery

Chuck Thomas can tell you, with a few 
taps of his phone, that the tree we’re 
sitting under at Tyrone Crabb Memo-

rial Park in Newburgh is a littleleaf linden. 
Nothing unusual there. Many smart-

phone apps such as iNaturalist can iden-
tify flora and fauna. But with a few more 
taps, Thomas can tell you that the littleleaf 
linden is sequestering over 24 pounds of 
greenhouse gases every year and retaining 
114 gallons of water. 

On a sweltering day like today, the 5.72 
kilowatt-hours in energy savings can also 
be felt to those of us sitting under the tree’s 
shade. “Seven degrees cooler here than over 
there,” says Thomas, pointing to the broil-
ing, tree-less section of South Street. 

All in all, this little tree is saving the city 
of Newburgh $47.38 a year in “eco benefits,” 
according to a map at newburghny.treekeep-
ersoftware.com created by the Davey Resource 
Group as part of a joint project with the Greater 
Newburgh Parks Conservancy, Outdoor Prom-
ise and the Newburgh Conservation Advisory 
Council, which Thomas chairs. 

The groups are working together 
to replace the 4,000 street trees that 
Newburgh has lost over the years to neglect, 
disease or being improperly planted. At the 
same time, it hopes to protect 3,757 other 
trees that are saving city residents an esti-
mated $482,000 in energy costs.

“We used to be a well-canopied city,” says 
Kathy Lawrence of the Greater Newburgh 
Parks Conservancy. “Now we’re not.” 

She pointed out that as the planet continues 
to warm due to climate change, green infra-
structure such as trees and parks have become 
vital components for the future of cities 
because of the way they cool the air tempera-
ture, fight pollution and prevent flooding. 

“People don’t get that,” Lawrence says. 
“We’re using the inventory to say: ‘This 
is the economic benefit, this is the public 
health benefit, this is the cooling benefit.’ ”

Still, for all the quantifiable benefits of 

trees, Thomas is drawn to their inef-
fable qualities. “What a difference!” 
he says after we leave the park 
and journey from a block without 
trees to one with an established 
canopy. “It just doesn’t have that 
hardscrabble look to it.” 

In addition to pointing out 
where Newburgh’s trees are, the 
map notes where trees used to be. “I 
love that missing trees are marked in red,” 

says Lawren ce. “That’s heat.”
The streets lined with red dots also 

indicate where replanting efforts 
should be focused, she says. 
Outdoor Promise went from door 
to door in those neighborhoods 
to ask residents if they would be 

willing to help care for trees, as 
plantings require up to 40 gallons of 

water a week from May through October. 
Not everyone was willing: Some residents 

worried about branches falling on their cars, 
or if they would be responsible if the trees’ 
roots broke up the sidewalks.

“Some landlords don’t want trees because 
they want to keep things looking scrappy,” 
Thomas says. “I’ll leave it at that.”

Residents who had been interested in 
planting street trees on their own ended 
up discouraged. “It says in the code that 
you have to get a permit,” says Lawrence. “If 
you ask for a permit to plant a tree, you’re 
handed a 13-page building permit that 
mentions trees exactly zero times.” 

The city hadn’t had much luck on its own, 
either; it would sometimes plant trees on 
streets with power lines, only to have to cut 
the trees down as they grew. A few years 
ago, the city planted ash trees along Water 
Street, not realizing that they would soon 
be felled by the invasive emerald ash borer. 

Through a series of grants and funding 
from the city, the three nonprofit groups 
are working to plant 40 trees a year, spread 
out among Newburgh’s four wards. After 
compiling a list of hardy trees that won’t get 
destroyed by disease or grow too tall, they’re 
identifying where exactly they should go.

On a block of Upper Broadway lined with 
red dots on the map, Thomas points out the 
empty planters at the curb where trees used 
to be. One of them sits in front of Rhinebeck 
Bank, the only bank left in the city. Thomas 
has convinced the bank manager to water the 
forthcoming tree every day, even if it involves 
making several trips back and forth from the 
bathroom sink with a bucket. He points to a 
banner in front of the bank that says “Rhine-
beck Bank Believes in Newburgh.” “We’re 
holding them to that,” he says with a laugh.

In the end, the map may help to grow more 
than trees. “Grow a tree, grow a community” 
to care for them, says Thomas, as he waves 
to someone on the other side of the street. 
“When I moved here, I didn’t know my neigh-
bors. And now, last year, that guy got married 
in my living room.”

Out մե ere

Seeing the City for the Trees
By Brian PJ Cronin

A click on any of these dots on Newburgh's tree inventory map will reveal 
information about the tree, including, in some cases, a photo.

The site of a once and future tree Photos by B. CroninA tree-lined street in Newburgh
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CAMBRIDGE — On a Friday in late
September, students from The College of
Saint Rose hiked across woods that
cover Colfax Mountain. They came upon
remains of
deer carcasses
left by hunt-
ers, burn pits,
mounds of
shale and stone.

The land’s previous owner, now de-
ceased, had been an acquaintance of
Stephen Kerr, the adoptive father of
12-year-old Jaliek Rainwalker, who dis-
appeared 15 years ago.

The hiking party was comprised of
criminal justice students led by forensic
science professor Christina Lane, who
runs the college’s Cold Case Center
examining local unsolved cases. The

students constructed a timeline of the
events before and after Jaliek went
missing the night of Nov. 1, 2007, aug-
mented with family background, maps of
previous searches and the abundant
media coverage of the case.

They were accompanied by state Uni-
versity at Albany forensic anthropologist
Mercedes Fabian, who examined every
unusual finding — from half-buried
tarps to burn barrels. A limited liability
company now owns the property and
gave the college permission for the
search. Fabian seemed skeptical that
anything would be found. And the previ-
ous owner was never suspected of doing
anything other than dumping broken
furniture and encircling his land with
plastic 3-foot-tall Christmas nutcrack-
ers.

But students such as Olivia Valent, a
senior from the Utica area, were un-
daunted as they moved carefully through
the forest.

“I think us doing these types of
searches makes me hopeful,” Valent said.
“As long as we keep Jaliek’s name in
people’s mouths and awareness about

his case, it won’t go too cold. If we keep
searching, we will be bound to find
something.”

The flip side of that argument is ex-
pressed by Tom Aiken, the now-retired
State Police lead investigator on the
case, which in 2012 was categorized as a
presumed child homicide: “We’re now so
many years out — time is not our
friend.”

Evidence exposed to the elements
degrades. Memories similarly crumble,
and witnesses as well as devoted in-
vestigators fall victim to mortality. No
one has ever been charged with a crime
related to Jaliek’s disappearance. At this
point, any prosecution would have to
overcome the hurdle of first demonstrat-
ing that Jaliek is dead and not living
under a different name — a green-eyed,
biracial 27-year-old who has never
reached out to anyone from his life in
Washington County despite 15 years of
media attention devoted to the case.

TV host Nancy Grace did a CNN pack-
age on Jaliek’s disappearance in 2016,
and the case has been highlighted in

Will Waldron / Times Union

College of Saint Rose students, under the supervision of Criminal Justice professor Christina Lane, search for missing boy Jaliek
Rainwalker on a piece of property formerly owned by an acquaintance of Rainwalker’s adoptive father on Sept. 30 in Cambridge.

Please see JALIEKA14▶�

SPECIAL REPORT

A15-year riddlewith no answer
Disappearance of Jaliek
Rainwalker remains
story without resolution
By Wendy Liberatore

“I think us doing these types of searches makes me hopeful. As long as we keep
Jaliek’s name in people’s mouths and awareness about his case, it won’t go too cold.
If we keep searching, we will be bound to find something.”

— Olivia Valenti, College of Saint Rose senior

The Lost Boy: ........
Fourth of four parts

In the spring of 2010, federal lawmak-
ers came tantalizingly close to passing
legislation that would have set federally
enforceable standards and limitations for
how restraint
and seclusion
can be used on
children in
America’s
schools.

A federal
report in 2009
found “hundreds of cases of alleged abuse
and death related to the use of these
methods on school children.” Congress
held hearings. Parents of children sub-
jected to these practices, some with tears
streaming down their faces, pleaded for
action.

Lawmakers had already, nearly a de-
cade earlier, passed federal legislation
restricting the use of the practices in
psychiatric facilities. Bipartisan support
for regulations in schools grew.

But on the morning of the House vote,
a powerful voice — the country’s largest
teachers union — circulated a letter to
lawmakers revoking their support and
shifting their official position to “neu-
tral.”

The bill passed the House that morn-
ing, but its momentum fizzled. It was
never called to the Senate floor for a vote.

In the 12 years since, legislation to
regulate restraint and seclusion in

Rules
left up
to the
states
U.S. does not regulate
schools’ use of restraints
By Emilie Munson

Hearst Connecticut Media

U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., said the
use of restraint and seclusion in schools is
“barbaric, ineffective, and should not be
tolerated.”

Please seeRESTRAINT A3▶�

The turbulent midterm cam-
paign rolled through its final
weekend Sunday as voters —
buffeted by record inflation,
worries about their personal
safety and fears about the funda-
mental stability of American
democracy — showed clear signs
of preparing to reject Demo-
cratic control of Washington and
embrace divided government.

As candidates sprinted across
the country to make their clos-

ing arguments, Republicans
entered the final stretch of the
race confident they would win
control of the House and pos-
sibly the Senate. Democrats
steeled themselves for potential
losses even in traditionally blue
corners.

On Sunday, President Joe
Biden was campaigning for Gov.
Kathy Hochul of New York in a
Yonkers precinct where he won
80 percent of the vote in 2020,
signaling the deep challenges
facing his party two years after
he claimed a mandate to enact a
sweeping domestic agenda. For-

mer President Donald Trump
planned to address supporters in
Miami, another sign of Repub-
lican optimism that the party
could flip Florida’s most pop-
ulous urban county for the first
time in two decades.

Their appearances will mark
an unusual capstone to an ex-
traordinary campaign — the first
post-pandemic, post-Roe, post-
Jan. 6 national election in a
fiercely divided country shaken
by growing political violence and
lies about the last major elec-
tion.

Confidence, anxiety and a scramble for votes

Please see VOTEA4▶�

By Lisa Lerer, Jennifer Medina
and Jonathan Weisman
The New York Times

Haiyun Jiang / The New York Times

As candidates
made their closing
arguments Sunday,
Democrats braced
for potential losses
while Republicans
predicted a red
wave, in part
because of
concern about the
economy. Here a
gas station in
Mineral County,
Nev., shows gas
prices well above
$5 per gallon.
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ALBANY — One New York City family,
led by entrepreneur Charlie Tebele, has
donated nearly $300,000 to Gov. Kathy
Hochul’s campaign.

Records also show that since December,
Tebele’s company was paid $637 million in
taxpayer funds to provide the state Depart-
ment of Health — an agency controlled by
Hochul — with at-home COVID-19 test kits.
The huge expenditure was made without
the agency conducting competitive bidding.

Tebele is the longtime
owner of Digital Gadgets
LLC, a New Jersey-based
wholesaler of hoverboards
and other electronic devices
that sells its wares to compa-
nies like the home shopping
network QVC. When the
COVID-19 pandemic struck
in 2020, the company pivoted
to supplying medical equipment, and began
landing major government contracts in
New York. Though Digital Gadgets has not
always delivered as promised, it has contin-
ued to reap major government payments,
while the family has kept donating heavily
to select politicians.

The $637 million from the Department
of Health began on Dec. 30, and the agency
made 239 separate payments through
March 25 to Tebele’s company, according to
state Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s
OpenBookNY website.

The website, however, provides no re-
Please see TEBELE A4▶

Donors
rake in
state
funds
Family that gave $300K
to Hochul was paid $637M
to provide COVID tests
By Chris Bragg

HOCHUL

SPORTS
High school
baseball
all-stars./A6

ALBANY — Kory O’Hara, former
town supervisor of Prattsville in
Greene County, pleaded guilty
Monday to reaping nearly $25,000
in a conspiracy to scam storm aid
allocated after the destruction of
Tropical Storm Irene.

O’Hara pleaded guilty to federal
wire fraud before Senior U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Frederick Scullin.

The conviction carries a maxi-
mum of 20 years in prison under
the law, but under federal sentenc-
ing guidelines can be as low as zero
to six months behind bars. O’Hara,
44, agreed not to appeal any sen-
tence of 14 months or less.

In August 2011, the tropical
storm devastated Prattsville, a
town of 700 people, when flood-
water from the Schoharie Creek

Paul Buckowski / Times Union archive

Many of the homes in Prattsville were badly damaged by
Tropical Storm Irene and flooding it brought in August 2011.

Guilty in scamof stormaid

Philip Kamrass / Times Union archive

Kory O’Hara, ex-Prattsville supervisor,
pleaded guilty Monday to conspiracy to
scam storm aid allocated after Irene.

Former Prattsville town supervisor admits to reaping
nearly $25,000 after Tropical Storm Irene hit in 2011
By Robert Gavin

Please seeGUILTY A4▶

WEATHER

Will Waldron / Times Union

Sunny skies ahead
A steady drizzle Monday dampens Troy’s Uncle Sam statue as pedestrians shield themselves from the elements along River
Street in Troy. Monday’s puddles should evaporate quickly as Tuesday and Wednesday are expected to be hot with highs in the
90s. Wednesday could approach 100 degrees before the storms return on Thursday.

ALBANY — Overtime costs at state
agencies hit record highs in 2021,
according to a report released by
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli.

The figure reached more than $924
million, an 8.7 percent increase from
2020, and covered approximately 19.95
million overtime hours.

The added hours hit three agencies
the hardest: the Office for People with
Developmental Disabilities, the De-
partment of Corrections and Commu-

nity Supervision and the Office of
Mental Health.

The hourly overtime
fee averaged $46.33,
according to the report.
The State Police paid
employees the most at
$83.13 per overtime
hour. The City Universi-
ty of New York paid the
second highest, $63.38
per hour, while the Uni-

fied Court System came in third at
$59.41 an hour.

Factors leading to the increase,
according to DiNapoli, include work-
force reductions over a 10-year period
from 2012 to 2021.

DOCCS, for instance, saw a work-
force decline of 18.7 percent during
that time. The union representing
DOCCS workers points to that and
policy changes as contributing not
just to a surge in overtime costs, but
to an increase in inmate-on-officer
assaults. In 2021, there were more
than 1,000 incidents. In 2017, there

State overtime hours continue to rise
By Michelle Del Rey

Please seeREPORTA4▶
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SCHENECTADY — General
Electric Co. has decided that the
new name for its GE Power
division based in Schenectady
will be GE Vernova.

GE CEO Larry Culp Jr. is
undertaking a plan to spin off
GE’s three major industrial
units into separately traded
public companies.

While GE’s health care and
aviation businesses will some-
what retain their existing

names, GE Power, which is be-
ing merged with GE’s renewable
energy, digital and energy fi-
nancial services units, will be
given its own new name, GE
Vernova.

GE said the new Vernova
name is a combination of the
words “verde,” or green, and
“nova,” or new, symbolizing a
“new and innovative era of low-
carbon energy.”

The new division will have an
evergreen brand color, and GE is
planning to light up its iconic

sign in downtown Schenectady
Monday night in the new green
brand color.

Schenectady Mayor Gary
McCarthy was optimistic Mon-
day about the restructuring
plans and what it could mean
for the Electric City.

“We want to make sure the
Schenectady facility is globally
competitive, and it looks like
Power Systems, which is the
renaming of this, is going to be
still continued in Schenectady,

Michael P. Farrell / Times Union archive

The General Electric company says the GE name was too valuable to drop
when it spins off its three major industrial units.

GEPower to becomeGEVernova
By Larry Rulison

Please seeSPINOFFSA5▶
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Reader-Supported News for Philipstown and Beacon

PEDALING FOR CHANGE — Bicyclists organized by Beacon resident Veekas Ashoka of Climate Can’t Wait rode the ferry to 
Newburgh on Monday (April 18), gathered for a rally to protest the failure of state legislators to pass 12 climate bills as part of the 
annual budget and rode home across the bridge. The event was part of a trek this week from New York City to Albany that ends 
with a rally today at the Capitol. Shown here are Tara Vamos of Cold Spring, Andrew Wells of Brooklyn and Will Lulofs of Beacon . 

Photo by Valerie Shively

Removing 
Books from 
Schools
Nearby districts react to 
challenges
By Leonard Sparks

A vote by the Wappingers school 
board last month to remove a 
copy of Gender Queer: A Memoir

from the library at John Jay High School 
injected the district into a national 
culture war, while battle lines also form 
in other Hudson Valley communities. 

Along with Wappingers, the Carmel, 
Mahopac and Yorktown school districts 
are reviewing books, spurred by parents 
who have complained that the titles contain 
graphic images, profanity, sexual language 
and, in one case, critical views of the police. 

On April 5, Carmel’s school board voted to 
uphold their superintendent’s recommenda-
tion that Gender Queer remain in the Carmel 
High School library, despite complaints that 
some of the book’s images are too explicit . 
The Arlington school district, facing the 
same complaint, also voted at a special meet-
ing on March 31 to keep the book. 

Although book challenges are not new, 
the complaints reflect a surge driven by 
conservative organizations such as Moms 

(Continued on Page 8)

Tompkins Hose would 
become central facility
By Jeff  Simms

T he construction of a modern, 
centralized Beacon fire station is 
expected to begin in 2023 — more 

than 15 years after discussion about the 
project began. 

Under a plan being prepared for the 
City Council, the Lewis Tompkins Hose 
Co. station, a 10,000-square-foot building 
constructed in the 1980s, would be gutted, 
refurbished and enlarged, with three new 
bays that will allow engines to enter and 
exit from Route 9D. The trucks must now 
negotiate a tight squeeze on South Avenue.

City Administrator Chris White said he 
expect s to bring a five-year capital proposal 
to the council by the end of May with 
details about how the city could absorb its 
nearly $11 million price tag. Construction 

would take about 14 months and include a 
6,500-square-foot addition to the north end 
of the station. 

The council two years ago hired Mitchell 
Associates Architects, an Albany County 
firm, to design the renovations. White said 
he will ask the council on Monday (April 
25) to approve a $250,000 contract for 
Mitchell’s ongoing design and the imple-
mentation of the Tompkins upgrade. It will 
cost about $1 million to hire the firm to 
oversee construction. 

During the council’s April 11 workshop, 
White said the city would need to come up 
with a “thoughtful way” of digesting the 
cost of the project over several years. “We’re 
going to have to balance it, because we still 
have to buy plows and police vehicles and 
we have parks to invest in,” he said. 

The city has commissioned various stud-
ies since 2006 to consolidate its three fire 
stations. It considered building a station 

Beacon Plans to Rehab Fire Station

State Sen. James Skoufis announces new funding on Thursday at the Breakneck Ridge 
station for the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail. Photo by B. Cronin(Continued on Page 21)

(Continued on Page 20)

Money will allow work to 
begin in the fall
By Brian PJ Cronin

A line item in this year’s state budget 
included $200 million for the 
state parks department for capi-

tal improvements, an $80 million increase 
over what is typical.

State Sen. James Skoufis, a Democrat 
whose district will include Beacon and 
Philipstown if he is re-elected in Novem-
ber, said it wasn’t enough.

In the end, the line was increased by 

State Provides $20M for Fjord Trail

Shoulder 
Blades 
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H istory is a prism that can be 
viewed from many angles. The 
white wealthy men who forged 

the nation took one view, and Blacks, 
Native Americans, women and the impov-
erished took others. Sometimes the colors 
produced by the prism cross and blend. 
But any honest view of history must turn 
the prism now and again.

The 1619 Project, which won a Pulitzer 
Prize for The New York Times, turned the 
prism, and the reaction was swift, with 
accusations that looking at our shared 
history in ways other than as it was writ-
ten by white men in the 19th century was 
teaching white children to bear the guilt 
of past crimes.

Yet even before The 1619 Project, many 
Hudson Valley institutions had begun 
to reexamine the contributions of Black 
people, most of whom were enslaved 
during the 200 years before the institu-
tion was abolished in New York in 1827. 
In February, the John Jay Homestead in 
Katonah hosted a program highlight-
ing the fact that the future chief justice 
enslaved people for more than 40 years 
after he first called for New York to 
ban it. In 2020, Boscobel began a proj-
ect to examine the people enslaved by 
States Dyckman, who built the early 
19th-century home that was relocated 
in 1956 from Montrose to Garrison.

In 2019, Historic Hudson Valley, 
based in Westchester County, produced 
a documentary, People Not Property,
that acknowledged the earliest Black 
residents of the Hudson Valley and 
named their enslavers, including the 
owners of Van Cortlandt Manor in 
Croton and Philipsburg Manor in 
Sleepy Hollow. 

“Slavery was the brutal foundation 
upon which the entire United States, 
north and south, was built,” it stated. 

Philipsburg Manor, which Historic 
Hudson Valley has preserved, was 
constructed by Africans enslaved by a 
Dutch merchant, Frederick Philipse 
(1626-1702), whose property covered 
about a quarter of modern-day West-
chester. He and his son would become 

major slave traders; the family is honored 
today by the name Philipstown. Accord-
ing to Columbia University, before a Phil-
ipse descendant donated three boxes of 
family papers to the university in 1930, 
she removed nearly every document 
related to its human trafficking.

A.J. Williams-Myers, a longtime 
professor at SUNY New Paltz who died 
in July, noted that Black people are 
almost nonexistent in standard local 
histories such as the General History of 
Dutchess County, published in 1877, or 
The History of Putnam County (1886), 
“other than to appear as a statistic when 
counting material possessions.”

There are many examples of this over-
sight. The late Robert Murphy, who for 

38 years edited the Beacon Historical 
Society newsletter, said that the best 
single source he found for Black history 
from the 19th century was the Fishkill 
Standard, although “a careful reading 
of the paper leaves only the briefest of 
sketches of what life was like for the 
Black men and women of that time.”

The exclusion is reflected in recent 
artwork by Jean-Marc Superville Sovak, 
who has a studio in Beacon. In a series of 
prints, a-Historical Landscape, he took 
idyllic 19th-century landscape engrav-
ings typical of the Hudson River School 
and inserted images from anti-slavery 
almanacs and abolitionist tracts of the 
same period. “What makes these works 
so American, I think, is not what is 

depicted but also what’s missing,” he says.
The relative lack of archival resources 

is a loss, says Michael Groth, author 
of Slavery and Freedom in the Mid-
Hudson Valley, because “there’s noth-
ing more fascinating in our history than 
the central paradox of slavery and free-
dom — how can a nation so committed 
to the ideals of democracy and equality 
also become the largest slaveholding 
society in the Americas? And the free-
dom struggle is as dramatic and power-
ful a story as any that can be told.”

This five-part series is designed to 
be an introduction to the Black history 
of the Highlands. Its title is borrowed 
from social historian Erica Armstrong 
Dunbar, who was referring to Black 
people during the time of the Revolu-
tionary War, when Americans fought 
for white freedom: “They were always 
present, but never seen.”

Arrival
The first Black people brought to the 

Hudson Valley came against their will, 
enslaved by the Dutch, who had arrived 
in 1624 to establish what is now New York 
City. Investors organized as the Dutch 
West India Company faced an immedi-
ate labor shortage because few whites 
were desperate enough to emigrate 
to work in isolation on rented land. If 
anything, they aspired to be merchants.

The company’s initial shipment of 
humans to New Netherland, in 1625 or 
1626, included about a dozen men and 
their wives; the men built public works 
projects, cut timber and burned lime, 
while the women were assigned to various 
company officials as domestic servants. 
Slavery would flourish in New York for 
another two centuries. It was never as 
integral to the economy as in the Ameri-
can South or West Indies, but many histo-
rians believe that, without African labor, 
the white aristocracy here could not have 
existed. The enslaved enabled the wealth 
of families whose names today are memo-
rialized on maps and street signs in Phil-
ipstown and Beacon.

“Hudson Highlands (From Bull Hill)/B is for Bloodhounds,” from a series 
by Jean-Marc Superville Sovak, a Beacon-based artist who superimposed 
images from 19th-century anti-slavery publications onto idyllic landscapes 
from the same period

A Black history of the Highlands

By Chip Rowe

(Continued on Page 2)
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Albany
For one North Pearl Street

business owner, the lack of cus-
tomer parking is his big problem.
But ask the guy who’s running a
takeout place just half a mile
away on South Pearl Street about
his business concerns and wor-
ries about parking
seem almost quaint.

All businesses
have their challeng-
es, and that is true
for those on both
North and South
Pearl streets. But
their daily realities
are drastically dif-
ferent depending on
where along the
thoroughfare they’re located.

Maiwand Khan said he often
contemplates if the money is
worth it to operate his family’s
business given all they tolerate.

The cashier at Pearl Fried Chick-
en, at 125 S. Pearl St. often looks
across the street at the aban-
doned McDonald’s and says he
knows exactly why that business
decided to shut its door.

On any day, Khan said there’s a
group of homeless people and
people with drug addiction prob-
lems that hang out in front of his

shop, sometimes
entering in agitated
states making threats.

“(There are) people
telling you to come
outside, (saying) I’ll
beat you up, I’ll shoot
you in the face,” he
said, recalling several
incidents where he
either called police
for help or was on the

verge of doing so.
Khan said it’s not uncommon

to have multiple unpleasant
encounters in a day.

“Working here gets so f—-ing

stressful sometimes. How long
can you take someone’s s—-? At
some point you’re going to blow
up,” Khan said.

The restaurant decided against
installing tables and seats inside
to keep people from staying there

longer than necessary to place
and pick up orders. It was a strat-
egy to avoid or reduce as many
confrontations as possible.

Khan said he has tried to let
police officers know they are
welcome in the restaurant in

hopes their badges and blue
uniforms will keep their quar-
relsome visitors in check. Yet,
Khan finds himself disappointed
when city police drive by, see the
loitering outside and don’t do
anything about it.

“They drive by here (and)
pretend like nothing was going
on,” he said.

City police have said officers
patrol the area to address such
issues and criminal behavior in
the neighborhood regularly.
Police Chief Eric Hawkins also
told the Times Union in an e-
mailed statement the department
is working with community orga-
nizations to try and provide
those struggling with mental
health resources they need.

On North Pearl Street, the
scene from a business owner’s
perspective is much different.

B. Lodge & Co. owners Mark
Yonally and his father, Jack, who
operate “Albany’s oldest depart-
ment store,” find themselves
surrounded by easygoing custom-
ers whose chief complaint is that
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Struggles depend ondirection
Business owner on South Pearl Street says,
“This place should be just like uptown”
By Shayla Colon

The Pearl Fried Chicken restaurant on South Pearl Street in Albany
changed the way it does business to reduce outside confrontations.

Please seePEARL E4▶

North Pearl Street businesses say the chief complaint among customers is lack of on-street parking. South Pearl business owners contend with criminal behavior and the homeless.

2 Sides of

Pearl St
2 Sides of

Pearl St

Bank mergers and acquisitions
happen regularly and can lead to
streamlined services and better
offerings for consumers, but they
can also sometimes create chal-
lenges like less access to branch-
es or customer service difficul-
ties.

If your bank is merging or

being acquired, it will probably
try to make the transition pro-
cess of moving your account as
frictionless as possible. But if the
new bank doesn’t have the ser-
vices and features that you need,
you’ll probably want to shop
around for another bank.

How to handle changes
For the most part, the best

way to handle changes to your

account after a merger is to be
patient, weigh your options and
keep track of any new debit cards
or documents that your new
bank sends you. With a merger,
your bank won’t typically close
your account and will work with
you to get set up as a customer of
the new bank.

“Mergers give banks the op-
portunity to expand horizontally

Gene J. Puskar / Associated Press

Whether you’re a customer who is coming to or leaving a bank, mergers
and acquisitions are a good time to evaluate your banking needs.

ON THEMONEY

Bankmergers: Stay or leave?
By Chanelle Bessette
NerdWallet

Please seeMERGERS E2▶
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2022 BEST HiGH SCHOOl NEWSPAPER

Tower
The student run news site of The Masters School, Dobbs Ferry

Tower takes top honors in the 2022 Best High School Newspaper 
Contest, earning 110 points, including first-place awards for general 

excellence, feature story, news story, sports story, and website. 
The judges said: “This consistent level of journalistic performance 

does not happen by accident.”

The second-place finisher is the Spectator, from Fredonia High School.  
Spectator earned an impressive 95 points, including first-place awards 

for design, photography, and best column.
The judges said: “The Spectator is a thoroughly enjoyable and seem-
ingly comprehensive look at the life & times of Fredonia High School.”

Congratulations to all high school competitors! 

A lovely, personal, perfectly paced 
piece of writing.  This is what an 
excellent local feature should be. 

SECOND PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
Ellie Yang and Barantsevich 
Excellent writing and excellent 
journalism - uses data, research, 
superior organization and graphics 
to capture the profound impacts of 
technology on life and work.  Com-
prehensive and excellent. 

THiRD PlACE 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Julia Swerdin 
Excellent profile of a noteworthy 
alumn.  Thorough, well-researched 
and well-written.  Great job. 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Cassandra Levinson 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
THE COuRANT, COmmACk 
Olivia Condell 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
L. Leys 

COlumN 
First Place 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Sophia Gullo 
This writer really hit the nail on the 
head when it comes to a personal 
column.  For a younger writer, she 
has a good, developing voice and 
the columns read well, flow, were 
organized and left me with a lesson 
learned. 

SECOND PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Josephine Tomaszewski 
Good personal column writing: 
taking an experience and explain-
ing how it impacted you and what 
resulted. Both columns flowed very 
well, were self-revealing (not easy 
for a high school student) and con-
cluded with a nice message.  

THiRD PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Claire Marshall 
Being a Luddite myself, the paper-

back book piece hit home. I also 
enjoyed the college choice/decision 
column. Good writing, nice flow - 
well done.  

HONORABlE mENTiON 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Owyn Darrell-Sterbak 
The two pieces dealing with study 
abroad lessons amid the pandemic 
were informative, had a good mes-
sage and were nicely done. 

DESiGN 
FiRST PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
This entry had the best covers of 
any entry. I also liked the layout, the 
use of good, live-action photos and 
good page design that led to easy 
reading through edition. 

SECOND PlACE 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Great covers; almost the best in 
class. The color use was interesting 
- could be distracting at times, but 
was not gaudy. Lots of very topical 
stories, good design, well-written 
headlines and use of photos and 
graphical  

THiRD PlACE 
HOOFBEATS, mERRiCk 
Nice articles, nice headlines, consis-
tency, photo use and use of graph-
ics was good.  

HONORABlE mENTiON 

TARmAC, miNEOlA 
Crisp looking pages; consistency in 
design.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
FiRST PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Isaac Williams 
Excellent focus, plenty of emo-
tion by identifiable subjects (faces 
showing), the image fills the screen 
(and the vertical page layout) and it 
matches the accompanying story on 
cell phone policy. 

SECOND PlACE 
mANOR iNk, 
liviNGSTON mANOR 
Mackenzie Ward 
Timing is everything - especially in 
photography. Nature happens, and 

Mackenzie Ward was ready when it 
happened on her hand. Nice, sharp 
feature photo. 

THiRD PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Isaac Williams 
Best of the sports photos entered in 
this category - great job. !  

BEST SPORTS STORY 
FiRST PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
Viktoriia Sokolenko 
Viktoriia Sokolenko has provided 
the best sports story in this cate-
gory and, according to this judge, 
it's not even close. Excellent sports 
profile. Great use of quotes from 
multiple sources that flow well 
within the story.  

SECOND PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Alexander Weiss 
This story mixes quotes from coach 
and players to share the struggle. 
It is something out of the ordinary. 
Well done! 

THiRD PlACE 
THE PHOENix, uNiONDAlE 
Nick Cortese 
Excellent and unique sports fea-
ture topic. Writer Nicoles Cortese 
successfully compares the Yankees 
with his high school football team. 
Good use of quotes. Nice job! Best 
sports column/feature entry in this 
competitive judging category. 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Alexis Raynor 

BEST WEB SiTE 
FiRST PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
Robust, excellent news site for the 
Tower community.  Well organized, 
easy to navigate, clean, intuitive 
layout.  Lots of great content for 
the basics (news, sports, web ex-
clusives) but with added "wish list" 
sections/tabs that include opinion 
and multimedia (loved the YouTube 
content).  Great job. 

SECOND PlACE 
THE COuRANT, COmmACk 
Clean, well organized, easy to navi-
gate, intuitive layout and design.  

THiRD PlACE 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Really nice standalone news site for 
the school community.

HONORABlE mENTiON 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
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GENERAl ExCEllENCE 
FiRST PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
The Tower tops this competitive 
category with the overall best writ-
ing, best headlines, best design and 
most consistent and creative layout 
along with high production values. 

SECOND PlACE 
HOOFBEATS, mERRiCk 
This is a wonderful publication that 
exhibits a high degree of profes-
sionalism and has earned an award 
in this competitive category. 

THiRD PlACE 
THE SPECTATOR, FREDONiA 
Congratulations to staff and ad-
visors on a job well done. Writing 
style: appreciate the short lead 
sentences and plenty of paragraph 
breaks. Most of the stories open 
with actual news, which is great. 
Like the use of attribution.

HONORABlE mENTiON 

mANOR iNk,
liviNGSTON mANOR 
This paper looks good and is 
packed with community and 
state-level news. Excellent work.  

NEWS STORY 
FiRST PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
Kira Ratan 
Well-sourced, pertinent, lots of in-
formation on all sides of the issue, 
good depth and breadth. Thank 
you for a great article. 

SECOND PlACE 
HORizON, lYNBROOk 
Alyssa Inserra 
This article was a nicely done 
"crime" type story for a high school 
student; from the lead to the body 
of story and conclusion, there was 
appropriate wording, tone, inclu-
sion of comments and statements 
and explanations of the situation. 

THiRD PlACE 
mANOR iNk, 
liviNGSTON mANOR 
Aidan Dusenbury-Dalto 
A very nice package that used 
graphics, pull-outs and photo-
graphs to report on an important 
story. 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
mANOR iNk, 
liviNGSTON mANOR 
Michelle Adams-Thomas 

FEATuRE STORY 
FiRST PlACE 
TOWER, DOBBS FERRY 
Carol Queiroz 
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2022 BEST COllEGE NEWSPAPERS

The Ithacan
The Impact 

The judges said: “For the first time in the history of the 
contest, the judges awarded a tie…

Earning 65 total contest points, The Ithacan and 
The Impact (Mercy College) share top honors.

The Ithacan won first-place awards for general excellence, 
photography, and best web site.

The judges said, “The Ithacan is clearly one of the best, 
if not the best publications in the competition. Good story 

selection, clean design, campus-focused opinion stories, and 
best use of photos.”

The Impact won first-place awards for best news story and 
best column.  The judges said, “Interesting, well-written…

good read.”

Congratulations to all the entrants in the 
college newspaper contest!

DD

GENERAl ExCEllENCE 
first PlAce 
THE iTHACAN, iTHACA 
The Ithacan is clearly one of the 
best, if not the best publications 
in the competition. Good story 
selection, clean design, campus-fo-
cused opinion stories, and best use 
of photos. It's weakness may be the 
use of "when" and "where" leads, 
especially on the front page. 

SECOND PlACE 
THE CHRONiClE, AlBANY 
Clean with large strong photos at 
the beginning of the paper - layout 
fall down as reader moves through 
the paper. Stronger campus focus 
would be good.  Sports stories are 
the strongest after page one.  

thirD PlAce 
THE Hill NEWS, CANTON 
Impressive mix of local, local and 
national stories relevant to SLU 
students.  Breadth of subjects cov-
ered makes for a good read.  Well 
thought out design.Some of the 
staff photos are among the best in 
the competition. 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
THE lEADER, FREDONiA 
The Leader is a magazine format, 
which kind of makes it a duck out 
of water in this contest. But it has 
important stories for the campus, 
great photos, and variety. Story or-
ganization is a bit weird because of 
the magazine format and parts of it 
look on the cartoonish side. Still, a 
pretty good publication. 

NEWS STORY 
FiRST PlACE 
THE imPACT, DOBBS FERRY 
Maleek Munroe 
The writer does an excellent job of 
putting humans into a fire story. 
Well done. 

SECOND PlACE 
BONA vENTuRE, OlEAN 
Cassidey Kavathas 
This is a story about mechanical 
and other failures on a big trip to a 
basektball tournament. It included 
speeding, fires, and more. 
As I was reading I went back and 
fourth wondering if too much 
ado had been made of this or not 
enough. It would have helped to 
have a summary paragraph high 
in the story summarizing all the 
failures that took place. 

THiRD PlACE 
THE DAilY ORANGE, SYRACuSE 
Jana Seal 
This is a good story about how an 

intra-campus transportation system 
has been altered and how it affect-
ed students on the hinterland of the 
campus.  

HONORABlE mENTiON 
CARDiNAl POiNTS, 
PlATTSBuRGH 
Aleksandra Sidorova 
This is a story about a canceled 
comedy show based on content 
of the expected jokes. With little 
response from university officials 
other than the show had been can-
celled and a general statement as to 
why, the author was able to gather 
a lot of information about campus 
and comedian reaction to the can-
cellation. Solid. 

FEATuRE STORY 
FiRST PlACE 
CAmPuS TimES, ROCHESTER 
Justin O'Connor 
Interesting, plenty of sources, held 
my attention.  

SECOND PlACE 
EmPiRE STATE TRiBuNE, 
NEW YORk 
Matthew Peterson 
Relevant and timely.  

THiRD PlACE 
THE DAilY ORANGE, SYRACuSE 
Jana Seal 
Interesting, timely, and could be 

part of a much larger discussion.  
HONORABlE mENTiON 
vANGuARD, BROOklYN 
Owen Russell 
Good profile piece with a personal 
link.  

COlumN 
FiRST PlACE 
THE imPACT, DOBBS FERRy 
James Tiedemann 
Interesting, well-written look back 
at a World War II veteran with the 
same family name - some research,  
perspective, and emotion weave a 
fun read. 

SECOND PlACE 
THE imPACT, DOBBS FERRY 
Nicole Alarcon 

THiRD PlACE 
THE imPACT, DOBBS FERRY 
Stephanie Lankhorst 

HONORABlE mENTiON 
CAmPuS TimES, ROCHESTER 
Allie Tay 
Author talks about the trouble 
speaking Cantonese after growing 

up with English. Clearly written.   

DESiGN 
FiRST PlACE 
THE lEADER, FREDONiA 
Wow. This jumps out at you. Not 
your typical looking college news-
paper but has it all. Well organized. 
Amazing front cover and photo's 
throughout.  

SECOND PlACE 
CONCORDiENSiS, SCHENECTADY 
Very clean design. Easy to read and 
follow. Well layout out. Good use of 
spot color and photos.  

THiRD PlACE 
EmPiRE STATE TRiBuNE,
NEW YORk 
Beautiful newspaper magazine. The 
use of black and white against the 
color is striking. The photos are 
amazing - bleeding off the pages. I 
like the Letter from the Editor page.  

PHOTOGRAPHY 
FiRST PlACE 
THE iTHACAN, iTHACA 
Leila Marcillo-Gómez 
Nature's glow with a compelling 
semi-action human element – a 
quality capture by Leila Marcillo-Gó-
mez. Image has composition and 
focus; the detail is in the front per-

son's eyes. Caption gives complete 
information, including names for 
the faces. Congratulations to The 
Ithacan for devoting space for large 
photos. 

SECOND PlACE 
THE lEADER, FREDONiA 
Karolyn Hope 
A picture is worth a thousand 
words. This photo by Karalyn Hope 
for the Fredonia Leader provides 
an unfiltered sense of place. Gritty 
& fun. From a thousand miles away 
this judge can instantly relate. Fa-
vorite feature photo in the compe-
tition.  

THiRD PlACE 
THE iTHACAN, iTHACA 
Rayahna Tryka 
Best sports photo in the compe-
tition category. Great work by 
Rayahna Tryka. It proves that 
sports photo  contest entries need 
not be an emotional championship 
moment: any game/match can pro-
vide a fantastic shot if the photog-
rapher is ready & able. Thanks to 
The Ithacan for devoting the back 
page to giant photos. 

BEST SPORTS COvERAGE 
FiRST PlACE 
THE lEADER, FREDONiA

Easy to read - well done! 

SECOND PlACE 
CARDiNAl POiNTS, 
PlATTSBuRGH 
Good layout and design. 
THiRD PlACE 
BONA vENTuRE, OlEAN 
Thorough sports coverage. Page 

design could use improvement.  

BEST WEB SiTE 
FiRST PlACE 
THE iTHACAN, iTHACA 
Well organized web site. Clean 
layout. Has everything the students 
want to know about from hard hit-
ting news to opinion to sports.  

SECOND PlACE 
THE imPACT, DOBBS FERRY 
Nice looking web site. Good use of 
social media.  

THiRD PlACE 
EmPiRE STATE TRiBuNE,
NEW YORk 
Eye catching design. Clean and well 
organized layout. Top story stands 
out when opening the website. 
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